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**  Humanity  demands  that  the  horizontal  should 
supersede  its  perpendicular  subdivisions.''^ 

"i/^  is  the  best  cosmopolite 

Who  loves  his  native  country  best.^' 

Tennyson. 

"  He  loves  his  native  country  best 

Who  loves  mankind  the  more,'' 

"  P  eric  lean  Athens,  the  Renaissance  in  Italy,  and  the 
Abolition  of  Slavery  are  as  much  our  country  as  are 
England,  France,  Germany,  and  the  United  States." 

"  The  aim  of  all  education  is  to  make  ideals  realities, 
with  power  to  guide  our  thought  and  adion." 

"  After  all,  a  man  is  religious  in  the  degree  in  which 
ultimate  ideals  are  real  to  him." 


PREFACE 

IN  the  preface  to  my  ledure  on  The  English- 
speaking  Brotherhood  (delivered  in  July 
1898  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  London,  Lord 
Rosebery  in  the  chair,  and  reprinted  in  my 
book  The  Expansion  of  Western  Ideals  and  the 
World's  Peace  in  1899)  occurs  the  following 
passage:  "My  greatest  fear  is  that,  from  the 
nature  of  the  subjedl  and  from  the  special 
conditions  which  evoked  my  remarks,  I  may 
not  have  been  able  on  this  occasion  to  give 
proper  emphasis  to  my  positive  and  friendly 
feeling  for  the  European  Powers  that  are 
essentially  the  bearers  of  Occidental  Civilisa- 
tion. In  urging  the  coalition  and  combined 
adlion  of  England  and  the  United  States,  I 
have  but  seized  the  opportunity  offered  of 
advocating  the  union  of  the  two  civilised 
Powers  who  are  best  fitted  by  present  cir- 
cumstance to  draw  nearer  to  each  other,  and 
who,  from  the  fundamental  constitution  of 
their  national  life,  are  more  closely  related 
to  one  another  than  any  other  two  Powers  in 
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the  civilised  world.  Whatever  negative  atti- 
tude may  be  manifest  in  this  ledlure  towards 
the  other  civilised  Powers  of  the  European 
Continent  is  due  to  the  fad:  that  these  Powers 
have,  by  their  recent  adlion,  shown  them- 
selves to  be  opposed  to  any  closer  union  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  that  by 
several  of  their  institutions,  as  well  as  by  their 
foreign  and  commercial  policy,  they  are  not 
yet  prepared  for  a  more  general  federation  of 
civilised  nations;  and  that  the  prevailing 
spirit  of  Ethnological  Chauvinism  among  them 
is  not  only  an  impediment  to  wider  humani- 
tarian brotherhood,  but  is  destructive  of  the 
inner  peace  and  good-will  among  the  citizens 
of  each  nation.  I  feel  so  strongly  what  I  have 
said  of  this  curse  of  Ethnological  Chauvinism 
that  if  it  were  possible  to  create  efFedlive 
leagues  and  associations  among  the  civilised 
nations,  and,  moreover,  associations  with  a 
negative  or  defensive  objed:,  I  should  like  to 
urge  the  institution  of  a  great  Anti-Chauvin- 
istic League  among  the  enlightened  people  of 
all  nationalities,  to  join  together  in  combating 
this  evil  spirit  in  whatever  form  it  may  mani- 
fest itself.     But  I   am  not  so  visionary  as  to 
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think  that  such  a  league  could  be  formed  at 
the  present  jundlure." 

In  the  preface  to  the  first  edition  of  Aristo- 
democracy,  etc.,  published  last  year,  it  was 
stated:  "The  war  will,  I  venture  to  predidl, 
prove  to  be  the  swan-song  of  the  older  con- 
ception of  nationality;  for  it  is  the  miscon- 
ception of  nationality  which  has  in  great  part 
produced  it.  Ultimately  a  new  conception 
of  nationality  and  internationality  will  be 
ushered  in,  in  which  loyalty  to  the  narrower 
relations  will  in  no  way  prevent  loyalty  to  the 
wider.  It  will  be  the  Era  of  Patriotic  Inter- 
nationalism. Not  so  very  many  years  ago, 
as  human  history  goes,  the  Scotsman,  for 
instance,  could  not  have  conceived  it  possible 
to  have  loyally  upheld  the  interests  of  a  great 
British  Empire,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  Scottish 
local  or  personal  interests,  as  he  is  now  pre- 
pared to  do.  The  same  I  believe,  will  be  true 
as  regards  the  wider  international  unit  of  the 
future  in  its  relation  to  the  nations  of  to-day." 

Sooner  than  the  most  sanguine  among  us 
dared  to  hope,  such  a  consummation  has  come 
within  the  range  of  "pradlical  politics."  This 
has  been  brought  about  chiefly  by  the  Russian 
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Revolution  and  the  action  of  democratic  Russia, 
followed  by  the  adhesion  of  the  United  States 
to  the  cause  of  the  democratic  Allies.  The 
adlivity  of  the  American  societies  advocating 
the  formation  of  a  League  of  Nations  has 
greatly  contributed  to  educate  the  public  mind 
all  over  the  world.  But  the  most  important 
advance  in  the  history  of  political  thought 
among  civilised  nations  has  been  made  in  the 
definite  pronouncements  of  policy  by  the  adlual 
Government  of  Russia  in  conjunction  with  the 
Committee  of  Workmen  and  Soldiers  in  Russia 
who  now  adlually  diredl  the  destinies  of  that 
great  and  vigorous  people. 

The  danger  before  us,  anticipated  by  many 
of  us  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  however, 
is  that  this  greatest  Cause  of  modern  history 
may  be  jeopardised  by  its  association  with  one 
of  the  "old"  political  parties,  the  outcome  of 
the  moribund  conditions  of  days  gone  by, 
a  party,  moreover,  essentially  based  on  purely 
economical  issues  —  the  Socialist  party. 

The  Socialist  party  belongs  to  the  Bourgeois 
regime  of  old,  it  is  the  revers  de  la  medaille  of 
Capitalism,  itself  raising  the  possession  of 
material  goods  to  the  exclusive  and  command- 
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ing  heights  dominating  all  political  and  social 
ad:ivities. 

As  long  as  every  citizen  of  a  free  country  is 
never  allowed  to  starve,  as  long  as  a  minimum 
living  wage  is  assured  to  all  workers  willing  to 
work,  as  long  as  labour  can  formulate  and 
constitutionally  contend  for  its  just  interests, 
the  sub-division  and  classification  of  citizens 
on  the  grounds  of  material  possessions  is  mis- 
leading and  antiquated.  The  determination  of 
the  franchise  on  such  grounds  of  "property," 
introduced  into  the  constitutions  of  ancient 
Athens  and  Rome  (though  supplemented  by 
other  less  material  conditions)  has  dragged  on 
its  artificial  and  factitious  vitality  through 
the  constitution  of  modern  democratic  states 
in  contradiction  to  the  true  spirit  of  modern 
democracy.  It  has  suppressed  and  retarded 
the  efficient  introdudlion  of  other  qualifica- 
tions which  make  for  true  and  good  citizen- 
ship and  for  the  development  of  the  State  for 
the  good  of  the  community  and  the  advance- 
ment of  mankind.  This  is  not  the  place  to 
formulate  and  to  discuss  these  conditions  of 
franchise.  Meanwhile,  however,  we  protest 
against   the   subdivision   of   mankind,    of  the 
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citizens  of  free  States  into  the  Labour  Party 
and  the  CapitaHst  Party,  of  the  Proletariat 
(self-termed)  and  the  Bourgeoisie.  With  the 
exception  of  an  infinitesimal  minority  of  idle 
people  and  selfish  pleasure-seekers,  of  old  age 
pensioners  and  retired  tradesmen  and  pro- 
fessional men,  we  are  all  labourers  and  have 
the  full  right  to  that  title  with  all  its  duties 
and  privileges.  Whatever  our  economic  theories, 
which  can  be  fought  out  constitutionally  within 
each  democracy  by  constitutional  means  after 
this  war  has  ended  in  the  downfall  of  Autocracy 
and  of  Prussian  Militarism  and  all  it  connotes^ 
economical  questions  can  be  discussed  and 
decided  upon  within  each  State.  But  we  are 
at  one  with  free  and  high-minded  Russia  in  its 
fight  against  the  peace-disturbing  States  who 
aim  solely  at  the  expansion  of  their  own  power 
and  possessions  at  the  expense  of  their  neigh- 
bours. We  are  entirely  at  one  with  all  those 
in  every  country  who,  by  the  inevitable  logic 
of  events,  are  being  segregated  into  the  camp 
of  Anti-annexationists  in  clear  and  potent 
antagonism  to  the  Annexationists,  though  our 
aims  do  not  exclude  —  in  fadl  logically  and 
justly  imply  —  Restitution  and  Reparation  to 
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those  who  have  been  robbed.  Above  all  are 
we  at  one  in  our  determination  to  secure  peace 
for  the  tortured  nations  of  the  civilised  world 
and  to  aim  at  a  League  or  Federation  of  States 
which  will  confirm  and  safeguard  their  own 
independence. 

We  protest  against  Marxian  monopoly  of 
the  term  International  by  a  political  party 
essentially  defined  on  the  grounds  of  economical 
theories  which  are  far  from  being  admitted  by 
impartial,  dispassionate  and  truly  scientific 
students  of  political  economy.  The  adlion  of 
the  German  Socialist  Party  at  the  Congresses 
of  Stuttgart,  Copenhagen,  Basle,  and  Brussels, 
and  still  more  since  the  war  began,  has  shown, 
how  utterly  incapable  are  all  parties  based  upon 
purely  economic  interests  to  safeguard  and 
to  advance  the  cause  of  a  wider  humanity. 
The  great  movement  towards  the  League  of 
Nations  and  International  Peace  must  be  based 
upon  broader  and  higher  principles  of  social 
values,  and  these  social  values  will,  in  the  light 
of  the  great  new  movement  in  the  world,  have 
to  be  revised  and  the  old  ones  replaced  by  new 
ones  really  and  adequately  expressive  of  the 
moral  consciousness  of  the  civiHsed  world. 
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Meanwhile  we  must  revise  our  conception 
of  Patriotism  as  a  great  social  virtue,  eliminat- 
ing what  is  false  and  vicious,  and  preserving, 
enlarging  and  strengthening  its  vitality  as  a 
passion  which  makes  for  higher  things,  until 
International  Patriotism  is  effedlively  estab- 
lished among  us.  This  is  the  immediate  aim 
of  this  book. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  my  wife  and 
to  my  friend,  Mr.  George  Leveson  Gower, 
for  much  helpful  criticism  and  many  sug- 
gestions, and  to  my  step-daughter,  Dorothy 
Seligman,     for    valuable    secretarial    help. 

Charles  Waldstein 

Newton  Hall,  Newton,  Cambridge 
June  1917 
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SINCE  this  book,  including  the  Preface, 
was  written  in  the  spring  of  this  year, 
the  progress  of  the  War  has  been  disastrously 
checked  by  the  (let  us  hope)  temporary  par- 
alysis of  Russia. 

The  consequences  have  been  most  grave,  and 
might  even  have  been  catastrophic  to  the 
Western  Powers  (though  far  from  ensuring  their 
ultimate  defeat),  without  the  adlive  inter- 
vention of  the  United  States.  Now,  what  I 
have  said  of  Russia  (see  p.  151)  and  the 
promise  of  this  youthfully  imaginative  people 
in  the  untramelled  vigour  of  its  newly  won 
freedom,  that  passage  may  appear  paradoxical 
and  the  hopes  there  raised  seem  devoid  of  all 
foundation.  But  in  view  of  these  latter-day 
experiences  it  may  sound  yet  more  paradoxical 
if  the  charadlerization  there  made  of  the  Russian 
people  is  still  maintained,  and  if  the  results  of 
their  misguided  acflion  —  however  fateful  and 
tragic  in  the  present  crisis  —  are  again  ascribed 
by  us  to  the  defauts  de  leurs  qualites. 

XV 
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The  failure  of  Russia  at  this  moment  of  a 
world-crisis  is  mainly  due  to  the  want  of  public 
education.  In  the  first  instance,  however,  it  is 
to  a  considerable  degree  caused  by  the  influence 
of  "SociaHsm,"  as  I  have  endeavoured  to 
stigmatise  it  in  the  preface  above.  Instead  of 
concentrating  the  national  effort  on  the  great 
international  issue — the  life  and  death  struggle 
against  militarism  and  autocracy  —  the  Russian 
people  were  primarily  swayed  by  the  vastly 
divergent,  if  not  diredlly  antagonistic,  interests 
and  theories  of  Anarchism,  of  Marxian  socialism 
and  class-warfare.  These  have  produced  a 
state  of  internal  anarchy  and  lawlessness,  have 
dissolved  all  discipline  (and  indiscipHne  is,  after 
all,  absence  of  law),  and  this  condition  has 
destroyed  all  power  of  resistence  against  the 
militaristic  enemy  of  the  free  world,  free  Russia 
included.^ 

Still,  the  primary  cause  of  this  Russian 
catastrophe  is  autocracy  and  not  democracy. 
It  is  due  to  the  want  of  political  education 
among  the  Russian  people,  unprepared  for  the 

1  We  are  informed  that  most  of  the  deserters,  who  left  the 
Front  open  to  the  advances  of  the  enemy,  were  peasants  who 
had  been  told  that  all  the  land  was  to  be  divided  among  them, 
and  were  thus  eager  to  secure  their  share  of  the  spoils  at  home. 
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great  task  of  democracy  to  rule  itself  freely  by 
law  and  social  order.^  It  merely  illustrates  the 
fad:  that,  ultimately,  autocracy  and  not  democ- 
racy produced  anarchy  and  the  inefficiency  of 
the  Russian  people  in  this  crisis;  and  that  a  peo- 
ple cannot  be  educated  to  true  democracy  with- 
out liberty.  For  the  corruption  of  the  previous 
autocratic  and  bureaucratic  rule  had  eaten  so 
deeply  into  the  Russian  people  that,  while,  on 
the  one  hand,  keeping  the  moujik  and  the  mass 
of  the  people  in  absolute  ignorance,  on  the  other 
hand  the  universal  corruption  of  this  bureau- 
cracy had  spread  and  established  all  over  the 
land  traditions  of  misgovernment  and  illegality 
and  had  for  the  time  produced  a  national 
charadler  unsuited  to  all  self-government,  re- 
straint and  true  pubHc-spirit.  Such  ineptitudes 
and  vices  cannot  at  once  be  eradicated   and 

^  It  will,  by  the  way,  be  well  for  Herr  Scheidemann  to  re- 
member that,  if  Germany  claims  to  possess  a  primacy  of 
Kultur,  so  predominant  that  it  ought  to  be  imposed  upon  the 
free  States  of  Europe  by  force  of  arms,  the  danger  of  ignorant 
anarchy  which  as  a  deterrent  he  points  to  in  Russia  (in  his 
speech  of  August  2nd),  whose  people  are  utterly  devoid  of 
political  education,  ought  not  to  apply  to  his  Germany.  There 
ought  therefore  to  be  no  reason  why  that  great  nation  should 
not  adopt  at  once  the  forms  of  democracy  prevailing  in  all 
civilized  States  and  ensure  the  expression  and  realisation  of  the 
true  will  of  the  people. 
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amended,  as  virtues  cannot  at  once  be  en- 
grafted on  a  nation,  by  a  few  eloquent  speeches 
and  the  enunciation  of  poHtical  theories. 
The  Russian  crisis  again  proves  —  and  this  ap- 
pHes  as  well  to  the  defedlive  political  educa- 
tion of  the  German  people  since  the  days  of 
Bismarck  —  that  nothing  will  produce  progress 
and  prepare  a  nation  for  true  self-government 
but  liberty  itself. 

But  Hberty  is  not  licence.  "It  removes  ob- 
stacles to  ensure  freedom  of  natural  growth '' ; 
but  this  does  not  mean  that  such  removal  of  ob- 
stacles is  to  promote  the  rule  of  ignorance,  self- 
ishness and  lawlessness.  Liberty  is  a  method, 
but  not  an  aim.  It  is,  in  fadl,  the  only 
method  through  which  civilised  society  can  ulti- 
mately attain  its  higher  aims.  It  ensures 
freedom  of  motion;  but  this  movement  may 
tend  forward  or  backward,  upward  or  down- 
ward, or  round  and  round  in  mad  and  senseless 
mazes.  Movement  must,  therefore,  lead  to  a 
definite  and  approved  goal  —  which  is  the  Best. 
The  familiar  antithesis  between  Liberty  and 
Authority,  between  freedom  of  growth  and 
stagnation  —  or,  at  best,  oscillation  —  the  one 
moving,  the  other  fixed  —  is  a  false  antithesis 
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leading  to  the  fatal  fallacy  of  all  political 
theory.  There  are  other  limitations  to  liberty 
besides  authority,  namely,  true  democracy, 
which  means  the  liberty  to  choose  your  au- 
thority, which  again  implies  a  living  and 
moving  process:  this  life  and  movement  con- 
stitute the  history  of  organised  and  civiHsed 
society,  of  wider  poHtical  bodies,  of  nations  and 
States.  If  the  "libertarian  thinks  of  history 
in  terms  of  progress  and  sees  in  it  a  continuous 
removal  of  hindrances  to  free  life;  while  the 
authoritarian  emphasises  the  coercion  through- 
out and  believes  that  this  changes  its  form 
rather  than  its  essence,"^  the  aristodemocrat 
sees  in  the  process  of  history  the  "libertarian" 
struggle  to  remove  "authoritarian"  hindrances 
to  the  realisation  in  each  period  of  its  ideals  of 
the  best  life,  communal  and  individual. 

Thus  liberty  pushed  to  the  extreme  and  by 
itself  leads  to  lawlessness  and  anarchy,  as 
authority  leads  to  autocracy  or  the  fixed  rule 
of  the  few.  But  democracy  fills  the  whole 
ground  between  them;  and  true  democracy  is 
aristodemocracy,  the  liberty  to  choose  the  best 

*  See  G.  Lowes  Dickinson,  The  Choice  Before  Us,  p.  63 .  Many  of 
these  remarks  are  in  criticism  of  the  views  expressed  in  that  book. 
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authority  —  itself  not  fixed,  but  moving  and 
progressing  with  life.  A  State  possesses  the 
best  constitution  in  the  degree  in  which,  while 
safeguarding  the  equal  rights  of  all  its  citizens, 
it  prepares,  ensures,  facilitates  and  accelerates 
the  Rule  of  the  Best. 

But  we  are  then  forced  to  face  the  grave,  the 
all-important,  question  of  all  poHtics:  How  is 
this  Best  in  the  organisation  and  government 
of  society  or  groups  and  communities  of  indi- 
viduals, of  nations,  and  States,  to  be  attained  ? 
But  here  (a  fadl  to  which  I  have  referred  in 
the  Preface  above),  I  hesitate  to  enunciate 
boldly  my  answer  to  the  question  just  put, 
for  fear  of  laying  myself  open  to  the  charge  of 
Utopianism.  For,  however  reasonable  and  logi- 
cal a  plan  of  social  and  poHtical  reform  may  be, 
however  much  it  may  appeal  to  the  understand- 
ing and  to  the  normal  approval  of  thought- 
ful and  just  men  and  women,  the  greater  our 
experience  of  adual  life,  public  and  private, 
the  more  do  we  realise  the  power  of  things  that 
are,  of  contending  interests,  of  the  claims  of 
vested  interests,  of  the  urgency  of  the  adlual 
as  opposed  to  the  imaginary  however  ad- 
mittedly just  —  in  one  word,  the  power  of  all 
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that  is  summarised  in  the  word  Pradlical  as 
opposed  to  the  Theoretical.  We  then  hesitate 
and  even  retreat  from  our  position  and  re- 
linquish our  convictions  for  fear  of  being  stigma- 
tised as  fantastic  dreamers  or  frivolous  prattlers, 
instead  of  judicious  and  concientious  men  of 
judgement  and  adlion.  Yet  I  myself  have 
seen  even  in  a  span  of  twenty  years,  two 
great  ideals,  which  I  had  ventured  to  enunciate 
and  to  uphold,  which  at  the  time  were  barely 
admitted  even  into  the  outskirts  of  pracflical 
politics,  penetrate,  by  the  force  and  weight  of 
their  own  truth  and  the  rush  of  the  world's 
events,  into  the  innermost  centre  of  the 
adlual  politics  of  modern  States,  so  that  they 
now  become  the  determining  factors  in  the 
shaping  of  the  world's  destinies.  They  thus 
afFedl  not  only  the  life  of  future  generations, 
but  the  lives  of  living  men  of  the  present  day. 
The  one  is  the  alliance  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  (which  a  few  years  ago, 
some  of  us  urged  tentatively  as  a  hope  for  future 
generations);  the  other,  a  just  and  basal  con- 
dition of  this  alliance,  is  the  wider  alliance  of 
the  leading  democracies  of  the  world  to  ensure 
peace  and  to  establish  a  League  of  Nations. 
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With  this  experience  before  me,  I  now  venture 
to  formulate  an  answer  to  the  question,  as  to 
how  in  the  constitution  of  democracies,  and  by 
the  adlivity  of  its  citizens,  the  Rule  of  the 
Best  can  be  assured  as  a  proposition  of  pradlical 
politics,  without  fear  of  being  thought  fan- 
tastic or  frivolous. 

The  first  answer  which  suggests  itself,  and 
which  no  doubt  adluated  such  men  as  Sir 
Thomas  More,  Erasmus  and  Collett,  is,  that 
such  a  reformation  of  the  world  or  of  definite 
States  can  only  be  brought  about  by  the  edu- 
cation of  the  people  concerned,  and  that  there 
is  no  other  road  to  salvation.  Only  when  the 
individuals  who  constitute  a  nation  are,  as  a 
mass,  educated  up  to  the  standard  which 
enables  them  to  realise  what  is  truly  good  for 
them  and  society  as  a  whole  can  this  good  be 
effectively  realised  in  the  common  life  of  the 
community,  the  State  and  society  at  large.  No 
political  enadlment  or  change  of  constitution 
will  eflPed:  such  a  reformation  unless  the  seed 
fall  upon  the  fertile  ground  of  an  intelligent 
and  moral  people. 

There  is  no  doubt  much  wisdom  and  truth 
in  this  contention.     But  what  is  here  forgotten 
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or  ignored  is,  that  the  education  with  which  we 
are  concerned  is  the  free  and  intelligent  practice 
of  every  individual  citizen  to  enacfl  and  to 
modify  the  laws,  which  he,  in  common  with  his 
fellow-citizens,  makes,  and  that  it  is  in  the 
exercise  of  this  very  fundlion  that  he  is  to  be 
educated.  This  can  only  be  done  by  the  use 
of  his  best  judgement  and  by  the  pradtice  and 
function  itself,  in  freely  contributing  his  share 
to  the  making  of  these  laws.  The  application 
of  the  absolute  principle  of  laisser-faire  in  any 
given  State,  with  "authoritarian"  restricflions, 
will  never  lead  to  the  production  and  education 
of  free  citizens,  and  will  not  include  in  its 
activity  and  life  the  essential  element  of  prog- 
ress. It  is  therefore  indispensable  that  the 
constitution  itself,  while  providing  the  neces- 
sary element  —  necessary  as  well  for  education 
as  for  immediate  pradlice  —  in  the  form  of  the 
franchise,  should  educate  the  free  citizen  to  be 
able  to  choose  the  best,  while,  as  far  as  possible, 
ensuring  and  regulating  his  choice  in  the  desired 
direcflion.  In  so  far  a  constitution  can  be 
framed  or  modified  in  order  that  it  should  per- 
form this  all-important  fundlion  in  the  political 
life  of  free  nations. 
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The  vital  conditions  of  such  a  constitution 
would  be  that,  while  safeguarding  and  re- 
asserting the  principle  of  liberty,  it  should 
diredl  this  moving  power  of  all  political  life 
into  the  channels  which  are  most  Hkely  to 
ensure  the  best  choice  on  the  part  of  the  voter; 
while,  by  the  means  of  this  civic  performance 
and  free  privilege,  it  readls  upon  his  political 
education  and  increases  his  efFedlive  power  of 
selecting  the  Best. 

Though,  as  we  shall  see,  there  need  be  no 
retradlion  of  universal  suffrage,  and  the  prin- 
ciple of  liberty  be  thus  safeguarded,  there  will 
in  fad:  be  a  limitation  in  order  to  ensure, 
favour  and  to  encourage  the  choice  of  the  Best. 
This  will,  however,  in  no  way  mean  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  principle  into  democracy. 
The  most  democratic  constitutions  in  exist- 
ance,  and  even  those  of  any  socialistic  scheme 
devised  for  the  future  government  of  mankind, 
have  included  or  will  include  some  principle  of 
limitation  to  the  franchise.  Children,  in  fad:  all 
minors,  lunatics  and  criminals  are  already  so 
excluded.  This  Hmitation  therefore  already 
implies  or  admits  the  principle  of  the  choice  of 
the  Best,  though  it  be  on  the  negative  side,  in 
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excluding  what,  on  the  face  of  it,  is  inferior  if 
not  bad.  In  most  democratic  constitutions  in 
the  past,  including  our  own,  there  has  been 
such  an  "autocratic"  limitation  and  a  prin- 
ciple of  selection  for  the  franchise,  but  (as  has 
been  stated  in  the  Preface),  the  selection  and 
distinction  have  been  based  on  the  economical 
fadtor  of  property  or  wealth.  It  needs  no 
further  argument  to  show  that  this  plutocratic 
principle  is  repugnant  to  the  poHtical  and 
moral  sense  of  modern  man. 

Now,  in  our  own  day  in  the  momentous  in- 
troduction of  Woman  Suffrage,  we  are  already 
warned  that  some  equally  irrational  and  unjust 
limitation  of  age  beyond  majority,  or  of  resi- 
dence or  property  may  be  chosen.  But  there 
is  some  hope  for  those  who  think  as  I  do,  that 
the  pradlical  problem  of  introducing  and  de- 
fining the  principles  of  suffrage  for  women  may 
ultimately  lead  in  pradlical  politics  to  the 
establishment  of  rational  and  just  principles  of 
selection  and  limitation  into  the  franchise  of 
every  democratic  State  as  a  whole,  a  hope 
which  before  this  great  historic  event  would 
never  have  been  thought  possible  of  realisation. 

The  only  just  and  rational  principle  of  dif- 
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ferentiation  which  will  accord  with  the  modern 
poHtical  and  moral  convidlions  of  civilised 
peoples  is  education,  or  rather  the  manifest  and 
diredlly  adlive  results  of  education.  But  we 
must  at  once  make  it  clear,  that  such  education 
does  not  mean  learning.  For,  apart  from  our 
a  priori  reasons  on  the  efFedl  of  science  and 
learning  by  themselves  as  a  direcfl  preparation 
for  social  and  political  adlivity,  our  recent  ex- 
perience in  respedl  of  the  German  nation  and 
the  political  influence  of  its  learned  professors 
show  the  futility  of  such  training  in  ensuring 
political  judgment  and  independence  of  adlion. 
Moreover,  the  results  of  stereotyped  and  fos- 
silised learning  and  its  tests,  as  applied  to  the 
adlive  political  life  of  the  Chinese  Empire,  give 
the  same  warning  in  this  direcflion. 

The  education  required,  and  the  practical  re- 
sults to  be  obtained,  must  themselves  be  social 
and  political.  It  is  furthermore  essential  that 
the  tests  for  the  possession  of  such  qualifica- 
tions must  be  simple,  pradlical  and  democratic 
in  spirit.  The  principle,  not  so  much  of  Hmita- 
tion  as  of  diflferentiation  and  selection  de- 
termining the  franchise,  must  be  that  already 
admitted  in  the  pradlical  discussion  of  various 
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democratic  legislatures,  namely,  of  propor- 
tionate representation.  Free  citizens  would 
not  be  deprived  of  the  franchise  excepting  on 
the  principles  already  admitted  in  the  ex- 
clusion of  minors,  lunatics  and  criminals,  in 
order  to  safeguard  the  community  against  the 
rule  of  crass  ignorance  and  folly.  Now,  with 
the  introduction  of  compulsory  national  ele- 
mentary education  into  every  civilised  democ- 
racy, there  could  be  no  hardship  or  grievance  or 
any  reversal  of  the  democratic  principle  if  the 
simple  tests  of  the  "leaving"  examinations 
from  these  national  schools  were  to  be  applied 
as  a  condition  of  the  grant  of  the  franchise. 
Crass  illiteracy  can  hardly  be  upheld  by  any- 
body, nor  can  the  illiterate  who  fails  to  make 
use  of  the  opportunities  offered  to  every  citizen 
consider  himself  wronged  if  he  is  excluded  from 
contributing  to  the  legislation  of  his  neighbours 
as  well  as  of  himself.  He  practically  remains 
a  minor  if  not  a  mentally  deficient  or  criminal. 
But  such  elementary  education  must  emphati- 
cally include  in  its  school  curriculum  two  sub- 
jec^ls:  so  called  civics  and  modern  ethics.  In 
an  elementary  form  every  boy  or  girl  in  the 
country   must   be   instructed   in   the   essential 
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outlines  of  the  constitution  of  the  country  and 
the  duty  of  the  citizen,  as  they  must  also  be 
instrudled  in  the  code  of  individual  ethics 
regulating  the  moral  Hfe  of  a  definite  com- 
munity in  a  definite  period.  Though  this  will 
in  no  way  produce  statesmen  or  saints  and 
directly  ensure  political  efficiency  or  moral 
uprightness,  it  will  in  the  aggregate  save  the 
masses  from  the  crass  ignorance  of  politics 
prevailing  at  the  present  moment,  as  it  will 
raise  the  standards  of  social  morality  through- 
out the  nation. 

At  the  end  of  the  course  of  school-teaching 
in  these  elementary  schools  there  is  to  be  a 
"leaving"  examination,  where  special  promi- 
nence is  to  be  given  to  elementary  civics  and 
ethics.  An  ordinary  pass  in  such  elementary 
training  will  be  a  condition  for  the  franchise 
imposed  upon  every  citizen  when  he  has  main- 
tained his  majority.  There  will  be  no  repudia- 
tion of  the  truly  democratic  principles  if  those 
who  fail  to  pass  such  an  examination  should 
not  be  eligible  to  vote,  any  more  than  our 
present  refusal  to  admit  minors,  lunatics  or 
feeble-minded  constitutes  an  undemocratic 
repudiation  of  true  Hberty. 
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In  England,  our  age  has  not  infrequently- 
been  called  the  "Age  of  Examinations"  and 
the  phrase  "the  curse  of  examinations"  has 
often  been  used  with  some  justice  by  those  who 
have  the  higher  interests  of  true  science  and 
learning  at  heart  as  well  as  the  unfettered 
development  of  the  individual  mind  and  the 
encouragement  of  individuality  and  genius. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be  not  forgotten, 
that  if  examinations  are  an  evil,  they  are  to 
the  same  degree  a  necessary  evil;  and  that  the 
advantages  derived  from  them  far  outweigh 
the  disadvantages  which  they  entail.  They 
do  universally  and  ultimately  encourage  the 
diffusion  of  accurate  knowledge  and  the  raising 
of  standards  of  mental  training  and  efficiency, 
and,  above  all,  they  assert  and  realise  the  prin- 
ciple of  justice  as  opposed  to  injustice  and 
partiality.  In  the  case  of  pubHc  and  official 
work,  without  them  the  doors  would  again  be 
opened  to  ignorance  and  favouritism,  however 
many  brilliant  exceptions  the  pracflice  of  pre- 
vious days  may  have  produced  in  the  unfet- 
tered success  of  great  individuals  or  of  the 
favoured  classes.  Moreover,  examinations  can 
be   improved    in  their  true  testing  capacities 
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as  well  as  simplified  and  made  thoroughly 
pradlical  in  their  application  to  the  educational 
life  of  the  community. 

Corresponding  to  our  advance  from  primary 
to  secondary  education,  there  would  have  to  be 
introduced  together  with  the  proper  teaching 
in  these  subjedls,  higher  "final"  examinations 
in  advanced  civics  and  ethics.  The  ignorance 
of  even  the  most  favoured  classes,  owing  to 
their  deficient  education  even  of  the  rudiments 
of  the  laws  and  practices  in  the  ordinary  work- 
ing of  the  British  Constitution  is,  when  tested, 
beyond  all  belief.  Without  considering  the 
more  complicated  and  theoretical  aspects  of 
our  legislative  and  administrative  life,  it  would 
be  a  revelation  to  the  inquirer  if  he  discovered 
how  many  people  amongst  the  most  highly 
educated  classes  are  in  no  way  conversant  with 
the  system  of  local  government  and  national 
administration,  nor  with  the  relation  between 
these  two  divisions  of  public  life;  and  how 
very  few  there  are  who  could  give  a  clear 
and  accurate  account  of  what  some  may 
vaguely  apprehend.  Even  the  purpose  nature 
and  distribution  of  local,  national  and  federal 
taxation,  in  which  they  are  all  definitely  con- 
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cerned  though  the  strongest  appeal  to  our 
own  material  interests,  are  understood  but  by 
a  comparatively  small  number;  while  there  are 
still  fewer  who  could  give  a  clear  account  of 
such  principles  and  pradlices.  Surely  some- 
thing is  radically  wrong  in  the  training  of 
citizens  in  a  democracy  when  such  ignorance 
prevails;  and  this  is  especially  so  when  we 
realise  that  the  country  is  ruled  by  the  people 
themselves. 

It  is  therefore  not  only  desirable,  but  urgently 
necessary,  that  the  civic  life  of  our  great  de- 
mocracies should  be  supplemented  by  the 
preliminary  training  in  the  constitutional  prac- 
tice of  the  country  and  that  further  encour- 
agement be  given  to  acquisition  of  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  poHtical  theory  and  pradlice 
of  every  democracy.  While  increasing  the 
fitness  of  the  citizen  properly  to  use  his  right 
of  franchise,  it  would  also  prepare  the  intelli- 
gent voter  himself  to  become  an  efficient  legisla- 
tor and  administrator. 

The  recognition  and  encouragement  of  such 
increased  poHtical  fitness  should  consist  in  the 
granting  of  an  additional  vote,  over  and  above 
the  elementary  franchise  open  to  every  citizen; 
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and  this  democratic  privilege  would  be  acquired 
by  the  passing  of  the  secondary  standard  of 
education  especially  in  higher  civics.  Beyond 
a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  British 
Constitution  such  civics  might  even  include 
some  familiarity  with  the  important  constitu- 
tions of  other  countries  as  well  as  international 
relationships,  interests  and  ideals.  Though 
questionable,  it  may  be  found  desirable  that 
the  further  educational  progression  (always 
including  a  corresponding  advance  in  the 
study  of  civics)  from  the  school  to  the  uni- 
versity or  technical  high-schools,  when  realised 
in  the  final  testing  examination,  might  lead 
to  the  conference  of  yet  another  additional 
vote. 

Besides  thus  confirming  the  principle  of 
democratic  justice  in  this  progression  in  the 
franchise  and  contributing  to  the  consequent 
efficiency  of  the  government  of  the  state,  such 
pradlice  would  (as  I  hinted  above)  re-ad:  upon 
the  advance  of  national  education,  raise  its 
standards  and  increase  its  pradlical  eflFedlive- 
ness  for  the  whole  people.  For  it  would  diredlly 
furnish  a  reward  for  all  progress  in  intel- 
ledlual,    moral    and    political    education,     and 
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would  certainly  end  in  raising  the  economic 
and  industrial  efficiency  as  well  as  the  so- 
cial and  political  standards  of  the  nation  as  a 
whole.^ 

Beyond  these  tests  conveying  increased  vot- 
ing power  upon  the  free  citizens  of  a  country, 
there  will  be  other  sources  of  such  increase  and 
advancement,  namely,  through  the  "Honours'* 
conferred  by  the  State.  Such  Honours  will 
no  longer  be  hereditary  nor  will  they  be  bought 
with  money.  On  the  initiative  of  Lord  Selborne 
I  am  gratified  to  see  that,  at  the  very  moment 
while  I  am  writing  these  lines,  a  definite  and 
renewed  attempt  is  being  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords  to  check,  and  even  to  eradicate,  such 
abuses    in    the    conferring    of   Honours.     The 

^  While  I  have  always  been  a  most  convinced  opponent  of 
German  militarism,  I  have  always  realised  that  there  was  one 
redeeming  result  of  this  cursed  and  barbarous  survival  in  modern 
life,  besides  the  physical  training  which  it  confers  upon  the  mass 
of  the  people  who  in  Germany  have  but  little  opportunity  for 
such  development.  This  boon  is  the  long-established  Ein  jdh- 
rig  frei  zvillige  examination,  by  the  passing  of  which  examina- 
tion the  conscript  German  can  reduce  his  military  service  to  one 
year.  These  examinations  mark  a  high  standard  of  proficiency. 
Though  not  wholly  due  to  them,  the  spread  of  higher  education 
and  consequent  industrial  and  commercial  efficiency  of  modern 
Germany  is,  to  a  great  extent,  due  to  this  one  very  effedive  stim- 
ulant to  education  among  the  people. 
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Honours  here  contemplated  by  us  are  to  con- 
sist in  the  additional  vote,  or  votes,  conferred 
upon  the  citizen  who  has  done  good  service  to 
the  State  or  has  attained  distinction  and  emi- 
nence in  whatever  walk  of  life  which  conduce 
to  the  welfare  and  progress  of  society.  Not 
only  statesmen  and  public  servants,  soldiers 
and  sailors,  but  philanthropists  and  men  emi- 
nent in  Science,  Learning  and  Art,  as  well  as 
the  leaders  of  Industry,  Commerce  and  Labour, 
are  thus  to  be  distinguished  and  rewarded; 
and  such  rewards  are  to  increase  and  be  cumula- 
tive as  each  recipient  advances  in  achievement, 
eminence  and  continuous  work  in  his  useful 
career.  There  will  thus  be  not  only  three- 
vote  men,  but  even  ten- vote  men;  nay,  there 
is  no  reason  why,  towards  the  end  of  a  great 
career,  there  should  not  be  a  hundred  or  even 
thousand-vote  men.  This  progression  in  pub- 
lic recognition  and  stimulation  would  be  one  of 
the  most  important  duties  of  the  State,  and  the 
distinctions  conferred  would  be  eflFedlively  ad- 
mitted by  the  public  with  the  unconditional 
moral  approbation  of  every  free  citizen.  While 
ensuing  and  accelerating  the  predominance  of 
what  is  best  in  the  body  politic,  this  fundlion 
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of  the  State  would  be  distinctly  democratic; 
for  such  Honours  would  not  be  hereditary  and 
would  be  within  the  reach  of  every  citizen. 
Moreover,  they  would  diredlly  read:  upon  the 
education  of  the  people  and  would  constitute 
the  most  powerful  incentive  to  the  advance- 
ment of  education  among  the  entire  popula- 
tion which  the  State  can  offer. 

From  time  to  time  new  laws  would  be  passed, 
modifying  and  increasing  or  diminishing  these 
privileges;  political  contests  and  parties  would 
surge  around  this  all-important  and  all-power- 
ful function;  Conservatives  and  Liberals  would 
define  their  distindliveness  on  the  ground  of 
the  position  they  would  take  with  regard  to  the 
questions  and  problems  regulating  this  power. 
No  doubt  in  the  process  of  such  activity  abuses 
would  creep  in  and  fierce  contests  would  arise. 
But,  after  all,  this  healthy  struggle  in  political 
life  would  be  concerned  with  the  establishment 
and  advancement  of  what  is  most  important 
and  what  is  essential  to  the  political  life  of 
civilised  society,  namely,  the  establishment  of 
the  Rule  of  the  Best. 

This  is  my  answer  to  the  question  we  put 
above:   How  can  this  Best  be  assured? 
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One  last  word  on  Pacifism  and  the  Con- 
cientious  Objedlor.^ 

The  upholders  of  Pacifism,  in  the  published 
arguments  which  have  come  to  my  notice, 
seem  to  me  to  commit  a  flagrant  fallacy  in 
establishing  a  false  antithesis  between  Pacifism 
and  Militarism.  In  this  they  confuse  (gen- 
erally unconsciously)  what  is  called  the  de- 
notation and  the  connotation  of  the  term 
"pacifism."  The  denotation  of  pacifism,  as 
clearly  derived  from  the  adlions  of  those  who 
now  profess  it,  appHes  to  him  who  considers 
war  in  all  circumstances  and  the  performance 
of  the  duties  of  a  soldier  to  be  wrong  and 
therefore  to  be  resisted  by  every  concientious 
citizen,  whatever  the  laws  of  his  country  may 
enadt.  The  connotation  of  pacifism,  as  used 
by  those  who  make  the  false  antithesis  between 
pacifism  and  militarism  in  their  specious  argu- 
mentation, applies  simply  to  the  peace-lover 
and  all  those  who  are  adlively  opposed  to  mili- 
tarism. Now  pacifism  in  this  latter  sense  is 
pradically   adopted,  if  not    by   all    the  Allied 

*  I  have  already  dealt  with  this  question.  See  especially  the 
Preface  to  the  first  English  edition  of  kristodemocracy  as  well 
as  the  Prefatory  Letter  to  the  second  edition. 
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Powers,  certainly  by  the  people  of  the  British 
Empire  and  it  is  in  no  way  insincerely  using  a 
cant  phrase  when  the  Allies  maintain  that  this 
war  is  a  war  waged  against  militarism.  There 
is  hardly  a  fighting  man  in  the  trenches  who 
is  not  a  pacifist  in  this  sense. 

Moreover,  rightly  or  wrongly,  such  a  true 
pacifist  is  convinced  that  he  is  fighting  a  de- 
fensive war  and  not  an  offensive  war  of  con- 
quest. It  is  useless,  and  worse  than  useless,  to 
remind  us  that  every  government  in  every  war 
has  maintained  that  the  particular  war  it  is 
waging  is  a  defensive  one,  and  has  endeavoured, 
and  perhaps  succeeded,  to  make  its  own  people, 
if  not  the  outside  world,  believe  that  this  is  so, 
and  that  therefore  the  logical,  if  not  the  moral, 
justification  for  the  allied  pacifists  in  carrying 
on  this  war  is  withdrawn  from  under  their 
feet.  Nearly  every  criminal  who  has  been 
caught  redhanded  in  his  crime  will  plead 
"not  guilty."  The  fadls  in  the  case  of  this 
war  are  so  clearly  placed  before  the  unbiassed 
minds  of  intelligent  and  just  neutrals,  that 
they  have  passed  beyond  the  sphere  of  argu- 
ment. At  all  events,  there  can  be  absolutely 
no  doubt  that  Germany  has  had  for  many  years 
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an  All-Deutsche  party,  the  professed  and  pub- 
lished programme  of  which  has  been  mihtary 
aggression  and  vast  enlargement  of  Germany's 
territory  and  power  all  over  the  world;  as  the 
war  party  (united,  if  not  identical,  with  it) 
has  for  years  openly  looked  forward  to,  and 
toasted  in  officers'  messes,  the  "  Tag,"  in  which 
such  a  war  should  be  waged  on  land  and  sea. 
Now,  though  we  have  had  "jingoes"  among  us, 
no  evidence  has  yet  been  forthcoming  to  show 
that  the  objecfls  of  this  warlike  minority 
in  our  midst  were  anything  but  defensive. 

The  pacifist  who  corresponds  to  the  deno- 
tation of  that  word,  as  I  have  given  it,  refuses 
to  fight  in  such  a  defensive  war  and  wilfully 
refuses  to  see  that,  if  his  example  were  to  be 
followed  by  the  whole  nation,  it  would  in  no 
way  cause  the  enemy  to  desist  from  his  ag- 
gression, but  would  spell  the  complete  vicflory, 
and  the  final  establishment  over  the  world, 
of  Prussian  militarism.  While  considering  him- 
self a  law-abiding  citizen  he  is  like  the  man  who 
will  stand  by  in  complete  passivity  and  see  a 
murder  or  a  robbery  committed  without  in 
any  way  lending  his  help  to  maintain  the  laws 
of  his  country,  which  have  hitherto  protedled 
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him  and  those  nearest  to  him.  Surely  such  a 
man  has  pradlically  made  himself  an  abettor  of 
the  crime,  a  particeps  criminis.  To  maintain  — 
or  even  to  believe  —  that  in  arguing  against 
militarism  he  is  justifying  his  conception  of 
Pacifism  is  like  preaching  against  tyranny  and 
autocracy  to  convinced  and  professed  "liber- 
tarians" and  democrats  in  order  to  uphold 
extreme  anarchism.  To  argue  thus  would  be 
"to  carry  coals  to  Newcastle"  when  his  real 
objed:  is  to  favour  incendiarism. 

Now,  such  views  and  arguments  have  pro- 
duced what  is  called  the  Conscientious  Ob- 
jecflor.  Let  me  at  once  state  in  all  sincerity 
not  only  that  we  must  admit  and  insist  upon 
freedom  of  conscience,  but  also  that  in  every 
civilised  and  free  State  we  must  resist  all  forms 
of  persecution.  This  conviction  on  our  part 
not  only  enables,  but  forces  us,  to  sympa- 
thise to  a  considerable  degree  with  the  sincere 
conscientious  objedlor,  to  deplore  all  encroach- 
ments upon  liberty  of  conscience  and  to  resist 
all  persecution  direcfled  against  this  free- 
dom of  conscience.  In  no  civilised  modern 
state  professing  liberty  and  ensuring  freedom 
to  its  citizens  can  an  Inquisition  arise  or  be 
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maintained.  No  man  should  be  penalised  or 
persecuted  for  the  beliefs  which  he  holds. 
But  we  cannot  admit  that  he  has  the  absolute 
and  indiscriminate  right  to  pubhsh  all  and 
every  one  of  such  beliefs,  if  they  can  be  proved 
definitely  and  clearly  to  be  against  "good 
policy''  and  the  maintenance  of  order  and  peace 
in  the  community.  An  absolute  and  unre- 
stricted admission  of  such  a  right  could  at  once 
be  shown  to  lead  to  absurdity.  A  set  of  crimi- 
nal maniacs  whose  beliefs,  in  the  form  of  reli- 
gious tenets,  convinced  them  that  it  was  the  will 
of  God  to  exterminate  the  sinful  human  race, 
and  who  therefore  preached  wholesale  murder, 
could  not  be  allowed  to  carry  on  their  religious 
propaganda  even  in  the  freest  of  countries 
which  efFec5lually  upholds  freedom  of  conscience. 
Nevertheless,  I  will  admit  that  when  a  religious 
sedl,  the  aims  of  which  emphatically  conform 
to  the  moral  consciousness  of  a  wider  organised 
Society  or  State,  includes  among  its  articles 
of  faith  the  prohibition  to  kill  under  any  con- 
ditions or  to  take  part  in  a  war,  such  a  religious 
faith  must  be  respedled  by  every  state  that  has 
admitted  them  as  citizens,  and  a  member  of 
such  a  sedl,  who  has  been  a  member  before  the 
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outbreak  of  war,  ought  to  be  exempt  from 
military  service  in  so  far  as  it  implies  the  taking 
of.  life.  This  is  especially  incumbent  upon 
every  State  that  has  not  had  compulsory 
military  service  before  the  outbreak  of  war. 
It  is  distindlly  an  arguable  point  whether  this 
also  applies  to  those  countries  whose  laws  in- 
clude universal  military  service  without  any 
restrictions.  Much  can  be  urged  even  in 
these  cases  against  such  an  encroachment  on  the 
freedom  of  religious  conscience.  Still  it  might 
be  argued  in  favour  of  compulsion  even  in  these 
cases  that  the  professors  of  such  religious  faiths, 
with  the  foreknowledge  they  had  concerning 
the  eventualities  of  war,  were  free  to  emigrate 
from  that  country.  In  our  own  case,  however, 
I  maintain  that  it  would  be  wrong  and  de- 
cidedly inequitable  to  force  the  citizens  who 
had  professed  such  a  faith  and  had  in  every 
respedl  been  admitted  as  citizens,  to  join  in  the 
adl  of  killing  which  their  religion  forbids.  But 
I  know  of  no  religion  which  enacfls  a  pro- 
hibition to  save  life  even  at  the  risk  of  losing 
one's  own.  If  this  be  so,  I  also  maintain  that 
when,  in  a  clearly  defensive  war,  every  con- 
scripted soldier  risks  his  life,  there  is  no  reason 
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in  law  or  justice  why  one  whose  religion  forbids 
him  to  take  life  should  not  be  enrolled  among 
that  portion  of  the  army  whose  work  it  is  to 
save  life.  I  cannot,  with  every  attempt  to  be 
just  and  even  generous,  refrain  from  main- 
taining that  one  who  refuses  to  do  this  may  be 
justly  branded  as  a  coward. 

But  it  might  also  be  maintained  that  "Con- 
scientious Objedlion"  without  *  being  based 
upon  religion,  may  be  grounded  upon  political 
convidlion  which  ought  to  be  equally  respected. 
Yet  it  is  well  for  such  "objedlors"  to  remem- 
ber that  every  deliberate  a6i  —  including  the  most 
illegal  —  is  the  result  of  ^^ convidion^';  but,  if  it 
be  illegal,  the  degree  of  its  deliberateness  increases 
its  criminality.  Those  who  believe  (as  we  all 
do)  that  war  is  in  itself  a  crime  and  an 
anachronism  might  maintain  that  it  ought  in 
adlion  to  be  resisted  by  every  one  who  firmly 
holds  this  faith.  Their  convidlions,  I  believe, 
should  be  respeded  before  the  outbreak  of  war. 
But  when  war  emerges  from  the  preparatory 
and  potential  stage  and  adlually  comes  upon  us; 
when  it  is  an  undeniable  fadl  which  no  amount 
of  reasoning,  logic  and  morality  can  dissolve 
or  counteract;   the  whole  position  is  essentially 
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altered.  Christian  Scientists,  so-called,  though 
also  constituting  a  religious  sedl,  do  not  believe 
in  the  reahty  of  disease  and  carry  their  belief 
into  the  prad:ice  of  Hfe.  So  long  as  it  remains 
a  belief  it  cannot  be  interfered  with  by  the 
State.  But  if  the  community  finds  it  necessary 
to  issue  sanitary  enadlments  in  order  to  combat 
an  adlual  disease  which  endangers  the  existence 
of  the  whole  community,  the  Christian  Scientist 
has  no  right  to  refuse  to  conform  by  taking  the 
precautions  enjoined,  and  in  adlively  fighting 
the  disease  in  order  to  increase  public  security, 
even  if  he  does  not  believe  in, it  himself.  In 
such  a  case  it  is  right  that  he  be  forced  to  obey 
the  law.  Whatever  we  may  believe  with  re- 
gard to  the  iniquity  and  folly  of  war,  when  it 
comes  upon  us  as  a  great  disease,  we  must  all 
join  to  combat  it,  and  the  law  designed  for  this 
purpose  may  force  us  to  comply  with  its  en- 
adlments.  He  who  in  spite  of  these  (in  our 
own  opinion)  irrefutable  and  just  arguments, 
nevertheless  believes  that  he  ought  to  resist 
(and  his  convictions  may  be  absolutely  sincere) 
must  resign  himself  to  become  a  martyr  to 
his  convicflions.  We  must  admit  such  adlion 
as  we  admit    the  adlion  arising   from  convic- 
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tion  in  many  cases  in  which  public  security 
forces  us  to  counteradl  it,  without  bitterness 
and  even  with  pity,  but  decidedly  not  with 
the  resped,  which  we  reserve  for  those  deeds 
which  respond  to  our  best  judgement  and  our 
moral  ideals.  We  cannot  forget  that  there 
are  cases  in  which  highly  conscientious  adlions 
turn  into  ads  of  folly,  and  tragedy  merges 
into  comedy,  even  though  it  be  tragi-comedy. 

August,  1917.  C.  W. 
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PATRIOTISM 


Introduction 

THERE  have  been  many  causes  for  this 
war,  immediate  and  ultimate.  I  shall 
try  to  show  in  this  essay  that  among  the  latter, 
i.e.,  the  ultimate  causes,  German  so-called 
patriotism,  in  the  form  of  the  corporate  pride 
of  the  individual  German  citizen,  has  ulti- 
mately been  most  efFecftive  in  producing  this 
war.  If  this  has  been  the  sinister  result  of 
patriotism,  admittedly  a  high  social  virtue, 
evolved  by  the  development  of  the  human 
being  and  human  society,  we  are  bound  to 
revise  our  idea  of  patriotism  in  the  light  of  our 
tragic  experiences,  and  we  are  driven  to  look 
more  closely  into  the  real  meaning  and  import 
of  nationalism  in  itself  and  its  relation  to  what 
might  be  called  internationalism.  We  are  of 
necessity  driven  further  in  our  inquiry  into  a 
critical  examination  of  the  origin,  meaning, 
aims   and   history   of  all   corporate   bodies    as 
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such;  and  we  shall  ultimately  find  that  the 
right  of  existence  of  such  corporate  bodies 
must  be  constantly  tested  in  the  light  of  the 
original  purposes  which  called  them  into  being 
—  their  ideals.  If  this  is  not  done,  we  shall 
find  that  there  is  an  inherent  tendency  in  the 
very  nature  of  corporateness  which  makes  for 
deterioration,  has  a  lowering  effedl  upon  the 
personal  and  social  morality  of  the  individuals 
who  compose  it,  so  that  the  individuals,  as 
well  as  the  corporate  body  as  a  whole,  become 
unsocial  and  in  so  far  immoral  in  their  influence 
upon  human  society.  We  shall  find  that  their 
existence  is  only  justified  in  so  far  as  they  serve 
the  original  purpose  for  which  they  were  called 
into  existence,  in  so  far  as  their  adlivity  tends 
towards  the  realization  of  their  ideals. 


II 

Progression    from    Proximate    to 
Ultimate  in  the  Causes  of  the  War 

IN  all  sociological  and  political  studies,  we 
frequently,  if  not  always,  find  that  out 
of  small  beginnings  arise  great  things.  The 
murder  of  the  Austrian  Archduke  and  his 
consort  led  to  this  world  war.  As  there  is  the 
logic  of  numbers  and  of  thought  so  is  there  the 
logic  of  events.  The  true  student  and  philos- 
opher is  bound  to  link  up  this  logic  of  events 
with  the  logic  of  thought  and  thus  to  arrive 
at  ultimate  truth.  We  shall  find  that  the 
smaller  and  narrower  desires,  motives  and  ideas 
which  force  mankind  to  immediate  adlion, 
lead  us  on  to  greater  and  wider  ideas,  to  basic 
principles  of  human  motives  and  human  adlion, 
of  which  the  immediate  manifestations,  that 
are  at  first  most  prominent  and  limit  our 
horizon  of  vision  and  experience,  are  merely 
the  surface  symptoms.  The  real  and  efficient 
causes   which    led    to   such    actions    are   to   be 
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found  deeper  down  in  human  nature;  they  are 
thus  common  to  all  the  human  beings  partaking 
of  this  nature,  and  in  a  wider  range  of  human 
acflivity,  they  diredl  colledlive  adlion  of  great 
nations  and  of  alliances  of  States. 

These  considerations  emphatically  apply  to 
the  history  of  this  great  war.  The  more  we 
consider  it  in  all  its  aspects,  the  more  thoroughly 
we  pursue  the  logic  of  events  and  of  human 
motives  from  the  more  immediate  to  the  more 
ultimate  causes,  the  more  shall  we  find  that 
the  logic  of  events  step  by  step  forces  us  on 
from  the  immediate  causes  of  official  State- 
adlion  down  to  the  common  basic  principles 
of  human  psychology  in  individual  man  and 
in  the  collective  psychology  of  the  people  who 
constitute  the  State  and  the  nation. 

ASSASSINATION   OF   THE    ARCHDUKE.      AUSTRIA 
AND    SERBIA 

For  the  purposes  of  this  essay,  we  need  not 
enter  into  the  detailed  account  or  discussion 
of  the  political  causes  which  led  to  the  war  and 
to  the  first  stages  of  its  prosecution.  These 
questions  have  been  subjected  to  abundant 
and  searching  inquiry  and  are,  or  ought  to  be, 
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the  common  property  of  all  thoughtful  and 
unprejudiced  people  among  belligerents  and 
neutrals.  But,  in  the  light  of  our  inquiry, 
it  must  be  pointed  out  that  we  cannot  accept 
and  remain  satisfied  with  the  explanation  of 
this  most  momentous  event  in  the  world's 
history  by  the  enumeration  of  its  more  proxi- 
mate causes,  such  as,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  assassination  of  the  Archduke  or  in  the 
second  instance,  the  struggle  between  the 
powerful  Austrian  Empire  and  the  small  Ser- 
bian Kingdom  leading  to  the  attempted  sup- 
pression of  Serbian  independence  and  national 
development,  which  was  regarded  by  the 
Austro-Hungarian  Empire  as  threatening  its 
own  inner  national  security  and  the  legitimate 
expansion  of  its  power. 

TEUTON  AND   SLAV.       GERMAN  WELTPOLITIK 

Driven  still  further  afield,  we  may  realize 
that  the  war  was,  with  some  justice,  regarded 
as  the  struggle  between  Teuton  and  Slav, 
represented  on  the  one  hand  by  the  powerful 
German  Empire  and  on  the  other  by  the 
equally  powerful  Russian  Czardom.  The  mo- 
ment Germany  is  introduced  it  becomes  clearly 
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manifest  to  all  competent  students  of  con- 
temporary politics  that  the  real  agressive  fad:or 
in  this  war  is,  and  has  been  for  years,  the 
German  Empire  and  its  national  aspirations. 
We  are  driven  far  beyond  the  struggle  of  Slav 
and  Teuton  interests  in  the  south-east  of  Europe 
to  the  proper  estimate  of  the  influence  of  Pan- 
German  Weltpolitik,  which  afFedls  pradically 
every  established  State  and  nationality  in  the 
civilized  world  with  whose  actual  possessions 
and  existence  these  aspirations  must  conflicfl 
and  into  whose  national  existence  and  security 
they  enter. 

DEFENCE    OF    SMALLER    NATIONALITIES 

But  before  leaving  the  immediate  and  original 
focus  of  the  war  at  its  beginning,  i.e.,  the  Balkan 
States  in  the  south-east  of  Europe,  a  new  and 
wider  principle  of  universal  policy  obtrudes  itself 
on  the  consciousness  of  the  whole  world  in- 
volved in  the  struggle,  namely,  the  principle 
of  the  independence  and  the  right  of  existence 
of  the  smaller  nationalities  and  States.  The 
Balkans  have  been  the  most  typical  and 
illustrative  centres  for  the  actual  and  practical 
application  of  the  principles  governing  smaller 
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nationalities.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  grave 
mistake  to  believe  that  they  furnish  the  clearest 
exposition  of  these  principles,  because  these 
several  Balkan  States,  as  regards  the  question 
of  nationality,  are  so  far  from  clearly  defining 
it,  that  on  the  contrary  they  produce  the 
most  confusing  tangle  in  the  perception  of  the 
idea  of  nationality  itself.  Race,  language, 
religion,  topographical  configuration  of  the 
country  in  relation  to  these  and  to  what  are 
called  political  boundaries,  past  history,  present 
politics,  commercial  and  industrial  interests,  — 
all  are  merged  and  intertwined,  unite  and  con- 
flidl  in  such  a  highly  confusing  degree  that  the 
attempt  at  a  definition  of  a  nation  and  a  State 
presents  in  these  distridls  the  most  insuperable 
difficulties. 

The  nature  and  claims  of  these  smaller  Balkan 
States  make  it  therefore  almost  impossible,  for 
us  to  arrive  at  a  clear  conception  of  what  we 
mean  by  "the  smaller  nationalities"  in  this 
connedlion  for  the  maintenance  of  which  in 
their  integrity  we  are  thus  prepared  to  fight. 
The  principle  of  nationality  as  underlying 
the  moral  justification  for  the  existence  of  the 
several    Balkan    States,    which    were    formerly 
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wholly,  and  recently  partially,  under  the  domi- 
nation of  the  Turkish  Empire,  cannot  be  the 
same  as  the  political  and  moral  justification 
for  the  solidarity  and  the  independence  of, 
for  instance,  Switzerland,  Belgium  or  Canada, 
not  to  mention  many  greater  States.  These 
smaller  nations  and  States,  as  now  constituted 
and  politically  developed  for  many  generations, 
are  made  up  of  two  or  more  races,  which  can 
be  clearly  distinguished  on  ethnological  grounds 
and  which  differ  in  language  and  religion. 
The  sense  in  which  the  term  and  the  concept 
"nationality"  is  frequently,  if  not  generally, 
used  as  a  moral  and  political  claim  for  the 
solidarity  and  independence  of  the  State,  can 
certainly  not  be  applied  in  these  cases.  Yet 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  we  should  all  be 
ready  to  fight  in  support  of  the  independence 
of  these  States  if  they  were  threatened  by  one 
of  the  "expanding"  greater  Powers.  Do  we 
really  sympathize,  and  are  we  justified  in 
sympathizing  with,  the  so-called  "national" 
claims  and  ensuing  sanguinary  conflidls  of  the 
Greeks,  the  Bulgars,  the  Serbians,  the  Wallach- 
ians  or  Roumans,  the  Albanians,  and  the 
Mohammedan  Turkish  residents  in  these  several 
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countries  ?  Is  it  a  sufficient  guide  to  sanguinary 
antagonism  to  count  how  many  people  in  each 
district  speak  the  Greek  language  or  one  of  the 
differing  branches  of  the  Slav  tongue  or  the 
Roumanian,  Albanian  or  Turkish  languages, 
how  many  worship  in  the  several  differing 
churches  or  attend  the  schools  attached  to 
them  which  correspond  to  these  several 
"national  subdivisions,"  —  not  to  enter  into 
the  most  confusing  and  doubtful  inquiries 
with  regard  to  their  racial  ethnological  origin? 
And  having  counted  and  constituted  a  doubtful 
majority  of  one  element  over  the  other,  is  this 
enough  to  justify  the  most  heinous  persecution 
and  constantly  recurring  murders  of  individuals 
or  of  colledlive  bodies  throughout  the  Balkans 
for  so  many  years  preceding  this  war?  Surely 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  justice  rests  upon 
other,  vastly  different  and  far  securer  founda- 
tions than  these! 

■  Nevertheless  whatever  the  claims  for  national 
freedom  and  development  of  each  one  of  these 
several  so-called  nationahties  in  that  part  of 
the  world  may  be,  one  fadl,  however,  emerges 
clearly  from  the  conflidl;  namely  that  their 
larger  and  more  powerful  neighbours,  simply 
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because  of  their  greater  bulk  and  power,  have 
no  right  to  rob  them  of  their  independence 
and  to  absorb  them  into  their  own  body  poHtic. 
This  moral  and  political  convidlion  of  civilized 
mankind  has  grown  still  firmer  and  clearer 
when,  in  view  of  the  professed  aims  of  Pan- 
German  militarists,  it  became  abundantly  clear, 
that  the  national  existence  of  peaceful  and 
highly  developed  smaller  Western  European 
States,  firmly  established  in  their  independence 
through  a  glorious  and  beneficent  history  in 
the  past  and  fruitful  civilizing  national  activity 
in  the  present  —  such  as  Switzerland,  Belgium, 
Holland,  Denmark  and  the  Scandinavian  coun- 
tries —  were  threatened  with  absorption  or 
domination  by  the  powerful  Teutonic  Empire 
on  the  ground  of  its  justifiable  expansion  and 
its  economic  and  intellectual  superiority.  When 
finally,  by  a  flagrant  and  cynically  admitted 
breach  of  international  treaties  and  obligations, 
Belgium  was  over-run  by  the  German  army 
with  the  ensuing  orgies  of  cruelties  and  atro- 
cities, the  moral  and  the  political  consciousness 
of  the  whole  civilized  world  and,  more  diredlly, 
of  the  British  Empire  and  the  British  nation, 
was  stirred  to  single-minded  protest  and  adlive 
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conflidl  against  this  flagrant  breach  of  poHtical 
justice  and  morality.  The  result  has  been 
that  the  principle  of  the  defence  of  the  smaller 
nationalities  has,  especially  in  the  conscious- 
ness of  the  British  people,  been  pushed  to  the 
very  forefront  of  the  causes  and  the  aims  of  this 
war  and  might  thus  claim  to  be  its  central  and 
ultimate  cause  and  objedl. 

PAN-GERMAN  WORLD  DOMINION   AND  PRUSSIAN 
MILITARISM 

When  thus,  through  the  logic  of  events  and 
of  thought,  it  became  clearly  established  that 
the  really  efficient  cause  of  this  great  world 
war  was  to  be  found  in  the  desire  for  the  expan- 
sion of  German  World  Empire,  most  clearly 
and  unequivocally  set  forth  by  the  programmes 
of  the  All'Deutsche  Partei,  systematically  devel- 
oped in  all  its  aspedls  and  phases  with  a  method- 
icity  characteristic  of  this  highly  intelledlual 
people,  the  Allied  belligerents,  as  well  as  most 
of  the  neutral  Powers,  clearly  put  Teutonic 
aspirations  and  aggression  into  the  forefront 
of  the  causes  of  the  war,  and  were  aware  of  the 
more  ultimate  objedl  for  which  they  were 
fighting.     Meanwhile,    the   Germans    on   their 
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side,  from  the  Kaiser  and  his  Chancellor  down 
to  the  humblest  publicist  and  journalist,  have 
unremittingly  endeavoured  to  prove  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  world,  that  theirs  was  a  defen- 
sive and  not  an  offensive  war.^  But,  in  their 
definition  of  the  term  "defensive"  as  regards 
a  State  or  an  Empire,  they  have  included,  as 
the  essential  fadlor,  the  free  and  full  develop- 
ment of  the  adlual  and  potential  power  of  the 
State.  In  the  case  of  Germany,  this  meant 
expansion.  Now  this  natural  "and  therefore 
moral,"  development  and  expansion  of  German 
imperial  power  predemanded  and  implied  mili- 
tary and  naval  security  as  well  as  industrial 
and  commercial  expansion  ,  corresponding  to 
the  growing  power  and  wealth  of  that  great 
Empire.  By  facile,  and  apparently  logical, 
arguments  they  could  naturally  proceed  in 
their  endeavour  to  persuade  their  own  people 
and  the  outside  world,  that  they  were  justified 
in  attacking  whatever  thus  threatened  their 
military  and  maritime  security  and  free  expan- 
sion. This  applied  to  their  eastern  as  well 
as  to  their  western  boundaries.  It  has  thus 
been  easy  for  them  to  show  that  as  Belgium 

^  See  What  Germany  is  Fighting  For^  by  the  same  Author. 
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("the  military  gateway  into  the  heart  of  their 
own  country")  was  thus  threatening  their 
security  from  the  miHtary  point  of  view,  they 
were  not  only  justified  in  invading  this  neutral 
country  (whose  neutrality  and  independence 
they  had  themselves  guaranteed)  the  moment 
the  war  began,  but  they  have  since  then  main- 
tained, and  do  so  even  at  the  present  moment, 
that  the  military  and  economic  control  of  this 
country  must  in  some  form  or  other  remain  in 
their  hands.  The  same  would  apply  to  certain 
distridls  in  the  north-east  of  France;  and  the 
same  applies,  for  purposes  of  their  maritime 
security,  to  the  coast-line  of  Belgium  and 
northern  France.  In  the  East,  quite  apart 
from  the  Balkan  provinces  of  Russia,  from 
Poland  and  Galicia,  the  security  of  their  expan- 
sion, in  conjunction  with  the  Austrian  Empire 
demanded  the  control  of  the  distridls  leading 
through  the  Balkans  to  the  sea  and  to  Asia 
Minor,  where,  by  means  of  the  Bagdad  Rail- 
way, they  should  gain  undisputed  access  to  the 
eastern  seas.  They  claimed  that  by  the  aggres- 
sive adlion,  which  they  termed  the  "encircling 
policy  of  the  Western  Power  and  of  Russia," 
this  military  and  economic  security  of  expansion 
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was  threatened,  and  that  therefore  they  were 
justified  in  waging  this  defensive  war.  Though 
events  have  proved  that  the  majority  of  the 
German  people  were  adlually  convinced  by 
these  flagrant  sophistries,  no  right-minded 
people  among  the  Allied  nations  or  even  among 
the  neutrals  could  be  deceived  by  them. 

But  such  a  policy  could  not  have  been  adopted 
by  the  people  or  even  formulated  publicly 
as  a  policy,  still  less  could  it  have  been  adlually 
carried  into  effed:  with  such  wonderful  con- 
straining promptitude  and  method  as  the 
inception  of  this  war  and  its  prosecution  in 
every  phase  has  proved,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
militaristic  and  bureaucratic  system  of  Prussia 
grafted  upon  all  the  other  States  of  the  German 
Empire  during  the  last  fifty  years.  This 
militaristic  and  bureaucratic  system  which 
also  underlies  and  diredls  the  conception  of 
the  State  was  formulated  and  firmly  fixed  by 
the  intelledual  leaders  of  the  German  people, 
from  the  University  professors  down  to  the 
elementary  schoolmasters.  Without  Prussian 
militarism,  its  aims  and  ideals  and  without 
its  thorough  systematic  organization,  the  at- 
tempted realization  of  Pan-German  aspirations 
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could  not  have  been  carried  into  adtual  life  — 
in  fadl,  could  not  have  been  conceived  or 
formulated  within  the  nation  at  all. 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  war  it  was  therefore 
clearly  recognised  by  all  the  allied  peoples 
throughout  the  world  that  this  conflidt  was 
really  waged  against  Prussian  militarism  and 
all  that  it  impUed.  More  and  more  the  proxi- 
mate cause,  to  which  we  have  just  referred 
receded  to  the  background,  and  this  wider 
general  cause,  to  be  found  in  the  conception 
and  organization  of  the  State  for  its  supreme 
and  ultimate  end,  was  recognized  to  be  the 
real  cause  for  which  we  were  fighting. 

AUTOCRACY   AND   DEMOCRACY 

Here  again,  however,  the  logic  of  events 
and  of  thought  has  drawn  us  deeper  down  and 
further  afield.  For  we  ourselves  and  the 
world  at  large  soon  realized  that  the  funda- 
mental and  efficient  difference  between  us  in 
this  fight  against  militarism  and  the  concep- 
tion of  the  Prussian  State,  was  the  fight,  not 
only  between  the  military  and  civil  ideals  of 
the  State  as  opposed  claimants  with  opposed 
interests  and  aspirations,  but  was  to  be  found 
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in  the  conception,  and  directly  in  the  consti- 
tution of,  the  different  States  themselves. 
Militarism  stands  and  falls  with  autocracy. 
The  State  whose  power  becomes  the  end  to 
which  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  citizens  is 
subservient,  necessarily  establishes  a  class, 
the  military  class,  the  ruling  class  in  the  na- 
tion, who  again  require  the  unity  of  command 
and  direction  in  the  person  of  a  War  Lord. 
This  conception  of  the  State  is  of  course  the 
dired:  opposite  of  the  democratic  conception. 
And  thus  in  this  latest  phase  in  the  history  of 
this  world-war,  the  struggle  has  been  formu- 
lated anew  as  the  struggle  between  autocracy 
and  democracy.  Again  the  logic  of  events 
has  stepped  in  to  supplement,  and  to  har- 
monize with,  the  logic  of  thought;  and,  in 
the  downfall  of  Russian  Czardom,  has  re- 
moved the  one  discordant  element  from  the 
unity  of  aims  and  ideals  among  the  Allies,  so 
that  the  true  convidlions  of  the  nations  con- 
stituting this  great  alliance,  long  since  felt  by 
the  peoples  themselves,  could  be  truthfully 
formulated  and  proclaimed. 
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THE    FIGHT   OF   HUMANITY  AGAINST 
NATIONALISM 

Finally,  the  advent  of  the  United  States 
of  America  into  the  arena  of  this  great  world- 
conflidl  has  made  this  wider  and  more  ulti- 
mate formulation  of  the  essence  of  the  con- 
flidl  clearer  and  more  real  through  the  adlive 
adhesion  of  the  great  democracy  of  the  West. 
But,  while  thus  aiding  the  world  to  realize 
more  clearly  its  own  great  aims  and  ideals, 
this,  the  most  important  and  significant  his- 
torical event  of  the  whole  war  has  carried  us 
beyond  this  last  formulation  to  the  endeavour 
at  realizing  more  efFedlively  the  wider,  fun- 
damental   aims    for    which   we    are   fighting. 

PRESIDENT  Wilson's  address 

The  momentous  and  historical  address  of 
President  Wilson  to  Congress  clearly  illus- 
trates this  progression  in  the  logic  of  events 
and  thought,  and  it  will  thus  ever  remain  as 
a  political,  literary  and  human  document, 
the  most  authoritative  expression  of  this  great 
moral  process  in  the  history  of  mankind. 
Attaching    his    generalizations    chiefly    to    the 
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fall  of  autocracy  in  Russia,  he  thus  formu- 
lates the  struggle  as  at  first  the  conflidl  be- 
tween autocracy  and  democracy  and  defines 
the  adlivity  of  each  in  a  contrast  which  im- 
plies their  essential  opposition  leading  to  a 
struggle  which  justifies  war  in  general  and 
this  war  in  particular. 

AUTOCRACY  THE    FOE    TO    PEACE 

"Self-governed  nations  do  not  fill  their 
neighbour  States  with  spies  or  set  in  course 
an  intrigue  to  bring  about  some  critical  pos- 
ture of  affairs  which  would  give  them  an  op- 
portunity to  strike  and  make  a  conquest. 
Such  designs  can  be  successfully  worked  only 
under  cover  where  no  one  has  a  right  to  ask 
questions. 

"Cunningly  contrived  plans  of  deception  or 
impression,  carried,  it  may  be,  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  can  be  worked  out  and 
kept  from  light  only  within  the  privacy  of 
Courts,  or  behind  the  carefully  guarded  con- 
fidences of  a  narrow  privileged  class.  They 
are  happily  impossible  where  public  opinion 
commands  and  insists  upon  full  information 
concerning  all  the  nation's  affairs. 
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"A  Steadfast  concert  for  peace  can  never  be 
maintained  except  by  the  partnership  of  demo- 
cratic nations.  No  autocratic  Government 
could  be  trusted  to  keep  faith  within  it  or 
observe  its  covenants.  There  must  be  a  league 
of  honour  and  partnership  of  opinion.  In- 
trigue would  eat  its  vitals  away.  Plottings 
by  inner  circles,  who  would  plan  what  they 
would  and  render  an  account  to  no  one,  would 
be  corruption  seated  at  its  very  heart.  Only 
free  people  can  hold  their  purpose  and  their 
honour  steady  to  the  common  end  and  prefer 
the  interest  of  mankind  to  any  narrow  interest 
of  their  own. 

"Does  not  every  American  feel  that  assur- 
ance has  been  added  to  our  hope  for  the  fu- 
ture peace  of  the  world  by  the  wonderful, 
heartening  things  that  have  been  happening 
within  the  last  few  weeks  in  Russia?  Russia 
was  known  by  those  who  knew  her  best  to 
have  been  always  in  fadl  democratic  at  heart 
in  all  vital  habits,  in  her  thought,  and  in  all 
intimate  relations  of  her  people  that  spoke 
of  their  natural  instindl  and  their  habitual 
attitude  towards  life. 

"The  autocracy  that  crowned   the    summit 
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of  her  political  strudlure,  long  as  it  had  stood 
and  terrible  as  it  was  in  the  reality  of  its  power, 
was  not  in  fadl  Russian  in  origin,  characfler, 
or  purpose,  and  now  it  has  been  shaken,  and 
the  great,  generous  Russian  people  have  been 
added  in  all  their  naive  majesty  and  might  to 
the  forces  that  are  fighting  for  freedom  in  the 
world,  for  justice  and  for  peace.  Here  is  a 
fit  partner  for  a  league  of  honour." 

Still,  to  use  again  his  own  words  in  the 
memorable  passage  in  which  he  accepts  the 
challenge  to  enter  the  war,  he  says: 

CHALLENGE    ACCEPTED 

"We  are  now  about  to  accept  the  gage  of 
battle  with  this  natural  foe  to  liberty,  and 
shall,  if  necessary,  spend  the  whole  force  of 
the  nation  to  check  and  nullify  its  pretensions 
and  its  power.  We  are  glad,  now  that  we 
see  fadls  with  no  veil  of  false  pretence  about 
them,  to  fight  thus  for  the  ultimate  peace  of 
the  world,  for  the  liberation  of  its  peoples 
—  the  German  peoples  included  —  the  rights 
of  nations  great  and  small,  and  the  privilege 
of  men  everywhere  to  choose  their  way  of 
life  and  obedience.     The  world  must  be  made 
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safe  for  democracy.  Its  peace  must  be  planted 
upon  trusted  foundations  of  political  liberty. 

"We  have  no  selfish  ends  to  serve.  We 
desire  no  conquests  and  no  dominion.  We 
seek  no  indemnities  for  ourselves  and  no 
material  compensation  for  sacrifices  we  shall 
freely  make.  We  are  but  one  of  the  cham- 
pions of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  shall  be 
satisfied  when  these  rights  are  as  secure  as 
fad:  and  the  freedom  of  nations  can  make 
them." 

Yet  it  will  be  noted  that,  though  he  again 
reechoes  the  formulation  of  the  conflidl  be- 
tween autocracy  and  democracy  when  in  this 
passage  he  avers  that:  "the  peace  of  the  world 
must  be  planted  upon  trusted  foundations 
of  political  liberty,"  the  entire  speech,  not 
only  in  definite  passages,  but  in  the  whole 
tenour  and  tone  and  its  summary  import 
and  meaning,  carries  us  a  step  further  afield 
from  the  constitutional  liberty  of  citizens  in 
each  country  and  nation  to  a  wider  field  of 
a  common  humanity,  in  which  the  several 
nations  are  but  units.  The  inherent  selfish- 
ness bred  by  autocracy,  the  repudiation  of 
all   morality,   individual   as  well   as   collecflive 
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and  political,  which  necessarily  follows  the 
conception  of  the  autocratic  state,  in  which 
the  aims  and  ideals. of  individual  citizens  end 
in  complete  subordination  to  the  State  itself, 
to  its  security,  its  prosperity  and  its  expan- 
sion in  power,  lead  him,  and  through  him  the 
world  at  large,  to  formulate  anew  the  chief 
and  ultimate  fadlors  in  this  struggle,  as  being 
the  struggle  for  the  welfare  of  humanity  as 
opposed  to  the  self-sufficient  and  self-seeking 
interest  of  each  State  and  each  nationahty. 
It  is  not  therefore  only  the  difference  between 
the  form  of  government  and  the  distindl  con- 
stitutions of  the  several  nations,  but  the 
conflidl  between  the  rights,  interests  and  ideals 
of  the  separate  nations  with  those  of  human- 
ity —  the  conflid:  of  nationality  and  inter- 
nationality.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that, 
running  through  this  great  speech  as  the  leit- 
motif  of  the  whole  symphony,  we  leave  the 
minor  theme  of  Autocracy  and  Democracy, 
and  enter  the  wider  moral  harmony  of  national- 
ity and  internationality  —  "the  principles  of 
peace  and  justice  in  the  Hfe  of  the  world  as 
against  selfish  autocratic  power."  These  are 
again  secured  by  the  moral  principles  evolved 
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by  man  in  the  aeons  of  his  struggles  and  devel- 
opment; and  the  morality  which  guides  the 
condu(fl  of  man  must  in  the  future  be  applied 
to  the  condudl  of  nations. 

To  quote  President  Wilson  again,  —  "Our 
objedl  now,  as  then,  is  to  vindicate  the  princi- 
ples of  peace  and  justice  in  the  life  of  the 
world  as  against  selfish  autocratic  power, 
and  to  set  up  amongst  really  free  and  self- 
governed  peoples  of  the  world  such  a  concert 
of  purpose  and  adlion  as  will  henceforth  en- 
sure the  observance  of  these  principles. 

** Neutrality  is  no  longer  feasible,  or  desir- 
able where  the  peace  of  the  world  is  involved 
and  the  freedom  of  its  peoples  and  the 
menace  to  that  peace  and  freedom  lies  in  the 
existence  of  autocratic  Governments  backed 
by  organized  force  which  is  controlled  wholly 
by  their  will  and  not  by  the  will  of  their 
people. 

"We  have  seen  the  last  of  neutraHty  in  such 
circumstances.  We  are  at  the  beginning  of 
an  age  in  which  it  will  be  insisted  that  the 
same  standards  of  condudl  and  responsibility 
for  wrong  done  shall  be  observed  among 
nations   and  their  Governments  that  are  ob- 
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served    among   individual   citizens   of  civilized 
States/' 

The  conception  of  this  moral  and  social 
evolution  in  the  development  of  mankind, 
establishing  for  it  its  highest  common  ideals, 
is  expressed  in  the  term  "civilization.'*  As 
President  Wilson  begins  his  impeachment  of 
Germany  with  the  definite  protest  against  its 
policy  of  unrestricted  submarine  warfare  against 
neutrals  as  well  as  belligerents  with  the  words, 
"German  warfare  against  commerce  is  a  war- 
fare against  mankind;  it  is  a  war  against  all 
nations,"  so  he  ends  his  great  speech  with  the 
words  — 

"Civilization  itself  seems  to  be  in  the  bal- 
ance; but  right  is  more  precious  than  peace, 
and  we  shall  fight  for  the  things  which  we  have 
always  carried  nearest  our  hearts — for  democ- 
racy, for  the  right  of  those  who  submit  to 
authority  to  have  a  voice  in  their  own  gov- 
ernment, for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  small 
nations,  for  the  universal  dominion  of  right, 
by  such  a  concert  of  free  peoples  as  will  bring 
peace  and  safety  to  all  nations  and  make  the 
world  itself  at  last  free. 

"To  such  a  task  we  can  dedicate  our  lives, 
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our  fortunes,  everything  we  are,  everything 
we  have,  with  the  pride  of  those  who  know 
the  day  has  come  when  America  is  privileged 
to  spend  her  blood  and  might  for  the  princi- 
ples that  gave  her  birth,  and  the  happiness 
and  peace  which  she  has  treasured.  God 
helping  her,  she  can  do  no  other." 


Ill 

The  Psychology  of  German 
Patriotism  and  the  War 

why  germany  thus  went  to  war.    finality 
of  the  state 

NOW  the  German  conception  of  the  State 
and  of  international  morality  and  inter- 
national ideals  —  at  least  in  so  far  as  it  has 
manifested  itself  in  connection  with  this  war 
—  begins  and  ends  with  the  duty  to  the  State. 
We  may  at  once  admit  that  there  exist  a  large 
number  of  German  citizens  —  let  us  hope 
even  a  majority — who  do  not,  in  their  bet- 
ter moments  or  even  throughout  their  lives, 
subscribe  to  these  principles  of  public  moral- 
ity. But  the  fadl  remains,  that  the  adlivity 
of  the  German  Government,  as  representing 
the  German  people,  in  producing  and  in  carry- 
ing on  this  war,  has  made  manifest  this  dis- 
tindlive  conception  of  public  and  private 
morality.     Their  leaders  of  general  and  polit- 
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ical  thought,  whose  teachings  have  been  as 
widespread  as  they  have  been  efFedlive,  have 
formulated  and  preached  to  the  people  at 
large  these  dodlrines  of  political  morality. 
In  the  schools  the  children  have  been  taught 
that  the  supreme  duty  and  the  highest  aims 
in  the  lives  of  all  German  citizens  is  to  add 
to  the  power  of  the  State.  No  doubt  some 
further  moral  justification  for  this  power  has 
been  added  by  admitting  the  symbolic  con- 
ception of  all  the  moral  aspirations  of  humanity 
at  large  in  the  term  "civilization,"  trans- 
lated into  their  vaguer  term  of  "  Kultur.'* 
Kultur  is  readily  adjusted  to  convey  no  fur- 
ther meaning  than  the  adlual  state  of  civili- 
zation of  each  distindlive  nation,  irrespective 
of  the  common  and  ultimate  idea  of  human 
civilization  as  a  whole.  They  have  thus 
readily  made  themselves  believe  that,  as  their 
Kultur  was  undoubtedly  the  highest  and  the 
best  among  all  civilized  nations,  it  sufficed 
for  them  to  advance  their  own  Kultur,  and 
even  forcibly  to  engraft  it  upon  that  of  other 
nations,  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  a  higher 
morality.  When  once  this  is  admitted,  the 
diredl   advancement  of  Kultur  in   itself  need 


28  PATRIOTISM 

no  longer  be  held  before  the  adlive  conscious- 
ness of  the  people  and  it  will  be  enough  to 
insist  upon  the  unrestridled  advancement  of 
the  power  of  the  German  State  which  carries 
with  it  ipso  ja6lo  the  advancement  of  German 
Kultur,  which  again,  according  to  them,  is 
the  highest  Kultur  and  the  best  for  humanity. 
It  would  then  become  impossible  to  make 
any  concessions  or  sacrifices  to  other  nations 
in  order  to  safeguard  their  Kultur  or  even  in 
favour  of  the  general  civilization  of  mankind, 
should  it  conflidl  with  German  Kultur  and 
with  the  advancement  of  the  power  of  the 
German  State.  But  those  who  now  domi- 
nate the  national  consciousness  of  the  Ger- 
man people,  who  have  victoriously  directed 
its  mentaHty  before  the  war  and  since  its 
inception,  cast  aside  "even  this  last  shred  of 
Kultur  torn  from  the  banner  of  German  ro- 
manticism and  idealism,  which  is  dragged 
down  and  thrown  into  the  dust  heap  of  use- 
less rubbish."  The  truthful  and  cynical  con- 
fession of  these  principles  is  best  represented 
by  the  article  of  Dr.  Karl  Mehrmann  on 
"Kultur  oder  Interessenpolitik"  {Das  Grosse 
Deutschland  January  27th,  191 7.) 
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"We  have  been  very  profligate  with  the 
use  of  the  word  Kultur  in  the  War.  One  can- 
not free  oneself  from  the  suspicion  that,  in 
constantly  holding  before  our  own  eyes  and 
those  of  others  our  mission  of  culture,  we 
endeavoured  to  provide  ourselves  with  some 
moral  support,  as  if  we  had  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  justify  ourselves  in  the  eyes  of  neutrals, 
and  as  if  we  had  lived  in  the  delusion  that 
we  should  thereby  make  an  impression  upon 
our  adversaries.  One  might  suspedl  that 
we  had  quailed  at  our  own  courage,  when, 
without  having  declared  war,  we  fell  upon 
Belgium.  The  words  'necessity  knows  no 
law'  sounded  so  courageous.  Still,  it  was 
only  the  courage  of  the  political  defensive, 
not  that  of  diplomatic  oflTensive.  A  more 
adlive  statesmanship,  filled  more  with  the 
pluck  to  come  to  grips  with  the  foe  (*0n  to 
Him!'  —  ^ Ran  an  den  Feindl')  would,  from 
the  outset,  have  understood  better  how  to 
place  the  guilt  on  the  shoulders  of  the  adver- 
sary and  to  put  him  in  the  wrong  —  even 
'neutral'  Belgium.  From  that  day  onward 
our  policy  could  not  free  itself  from  this  plea 
of    necessity     {Notstandsgefuhl).     It    has    not 
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yet  been  able  to  free  itself  from  the  scruples 
of  private  morality.  Even  unexpressed  the 
hope  predominated  to  return  home  from  the 
great  catastrophe  with  'a  white  waistcoat* 
{Weiszer  Weste).  If  Bismarck  had  dreamed 
that  his  delicious  phrase  in  praise  of  Wiss- 
mann  would  some  day  be  used  to  justify  a 
diplomacy  which  is  more  than  passive,  apolo- 
getic rather  than  masterful,  he  would  at 
once  have  protested  against  the  possibility  of 
such  a  misuse  of  his  words.  .  .  .  Our  nation, 
as  a  whole,  did  not  go  to  the  Front  with  the 
idea  and  the  intention  of  protedling  the  great- 
est treasures  of  humanity.  With  sound  in- 
stindl  it  knew,  without  a  long  process  of 
thought,  what  it  had  to  defend:  wife  and  child, 
the  feeble  who  remained  at  home,  the  work 
in  the  home,  produdlion  of  food  and  muni- 
tions, our  thriving  wealth,  what  had  already 
been  won  and  would  be  won  in  the  future, 
the  right  to  share  in  all  the  possibilities  of 
further  development.  If  you  wish  to  call 
this  'Kultur/  well  and  good.  You  may  as 
well  call  it  honour  and  greatness,  our  present 
and  our  future.  In  one  word,  it  was  the 
instindl  of  national  self-assertion  which  in  those 
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unforgettable  August  days  of  1914  rallied  to 
the  flag  those  millions  in  fulfilment  of  the 
duty  to  which  they  had  sworn  joyfully  and 
in  free  self-sacrifice.  It  was  selfishness  in 
its  noblest  form;  and  I  only  regret  that  not 
a  German  but  a  perjured  Italian  has  given 
it  its  correct  name:  Holy  Selfishness.  A 
small  group  of  sentimental  natures  could, 
from  the  easy  chairs  of  clubs,  feel  at  most  a 
shiver  when  the  features  of  this  giant  struggle 
for  national  independence  appeared  before 
them.  They,  'sicklied  o'er  with  the  pale 
cast  of  thought,'  had  to  support  the  weak- 
ness of  their  national  instindl  with  the  crutches 
of  cosmopolitan  phrases.  Already  in  peace 
time  the  inventors  of  the  so-called  'Kultur 
Politik*  diluted  the  immediate  vitality  of  the 
national  passion  for  self-assertion  with  a 
tindlure  of  thought,  with  the  conception  of  a 
struggle  for  universal  human  ideals. 

"Let  them  do  this  if  it  brings  them  conso- 
lation or  pleasure,  but  they  must  not  pollute 
the  original  purity  of  true  national  sentiment 
with  the  infiltration  of  vague  thought.  They 
had  no  right  to  awaken  the  belief  in  foreign 
countries  that  their  paUid  war  aims  were  also 
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those  of  the  great  national  community  which 
was  struggHng  for  its  existence  and  its  future. 
They  ought  not  to  have  been  allowed  to  divert 
the  national  will  from  the  natural  course  of 
its  national  interests  and  power  into  the  direc- 
tion of  general  ideals  of  civilization,  thereby 
enfeebhng  the  natural  display  of  our  strength, 
and,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  inoculat- 
ing German  policy  with  their  own  senti- 
mentality, from  which,  according  to  the 
words  of  Von  Bethmann-HoUweg,  the  Imperial 
Government  had  freed  itself.  For  the  pres- 
ent, when  it  has  been  universally  recognised 
that  England  is  our  enemy,  the  danger  has 
been  diminished.  But  the  desire  to  carry  on 
Kultur  Politiky  which  emanated  from  the 
group  round  the  late  Professor  Lamprecht, 
has  infedled  the  radical  left,  and  is  biding  its 
time  to  venture  again  into  the  light  of  day. 
Thus  for  the  protagonists  of  Interessen  Poll- 
tik  Frederick  the  Great's  warning  has  its 
value  to-day  as  before:  'Always  on  guard!' 
.  .  .  National  policy  must  be  the  policy  of 
fads  {National  Politik  ist  Real  Politik).  What 
really  hides  behind  the  words  Kultur  Politik 
is  frequently  and  generally  nothing  else  than 
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the  current  Pacifism.  The  age  of  Bismarck 
appeared  to  have  entirely  done  away  with 
this  sentimental  rubbish.  But  the  latter 
years  of  peace  have  enabled  it  again  to  come 
to  the  surface;  and  at  home,  during  the  ap- 
parent exhaustion  of  the  first  winter  cam- 
paign, it  acquired  in  certain  circles  a  new 
lease  of  life.  It  flourished  most  in  the  first 
months  of  191 5,  and  increased  in  its  growth, 
in  those  strata  in  which  it  had  always  existed, 
during  the  whole  of  last  year.  But  out  in 
the  trenches,  where  our  youths  have  flung 
their  lives  into  the  fight  singing  *Deutsch- 
land,  Deutschland  iiber  Alles,'  the  cosmo- 
politan mist  was  swept  away.  At  home  there 
are  still  shreds  of  this  banner  floating  about 
and  bedimming  the  clear  vision  of  national 
interest.  When  Scheidemann  sent  the  mes- 
sage out  into  the  world,  that  what  is  French 
should  again  be  French,  and  what  was  Belgian 
again  Belgian,  the*  Paris  Journal  could  con- 
clude, from  its  point  of  view,  that  German 
policy  would  sacrifice  its  national  interests 
to  those  of  the  world.  But  we,  the  great 
majority  at  home,  and  the  compadl  Front 
out  there,  protest  that  German  soldiers  should 
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not  give  their  blood  in  order  that  it  should 
become  a  fertiliser  for  culture  to  those  who 
hate  us  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts. 
Those  who  have  fallen  died  for  their  homes 
and  the  greatness  of  their  nation.  And  when 
the  peace  which  will  follow  this  War  is  once 
weighed  before  the  tribunal  of  history,  may 
it  then  be  in  the  scales  of  our  own  culture 
which  demands  wider  space  in  order  to  de- 
velop its  faculties.  Some  day  peace  will  come, 
and  the  States  and  the  nations  will  again  live 
together.  It  is  not  our  business  now  to  see 
that  those  who  desire  to  destroy  us  shall  be 
able  to  colled:  the  ruined  fragments  of  their 
national  life  in  order  to  build  up  anew  their 
Kultur.  We  need  but  one  thing:  namely, 
that  boldly  and  openly,  hand  in  hand  with 
our  Allies,  we  set  to  our  work.  Out  of  the 
polyphony  of  the  wills  of  nations  there  is 
formed  what  God  hears  as  the  harmony  of 
humanity.  The  more  the  voice  of  our  people 
joins  in  the  chorus  of  national  interests 
the  more  pleasing  will  the  song  be  to  God. 
Through  might  to  culture,  and  through  cul- 
ture to  might!  The  beginning  and  the  end 
is  Might!" 
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NATIONAL  MENTALITY  AND  THE   NATIONAL  WILL 

After  all,  even  in  autocratic  countries  it 
IS  not  the  formulation  of  political  aims  by- 
governments  or  publicists  which  express  the 
national  mentality  and  the  national  will. 
In  spite  of  the  distindlive  German  concep- 
tion of  the  State  and  the  supreme  submersion 
of  the  individual,  it  is  de  facto  not  true  that 
such  an  ultimate  conception  of  the  final  goal 
for  individual  adlion  in  the  lives  of  individual 
citizens  is  the  efficient  guide  to  the  adlion  of 
the  individual  and  colledlively  of  the  whole 
people;  and  this  is  so  in  spite  of  the  peculiar 
and  unique  power  of  theoretical  abstraction 
which  we  may  assign  to  German  mentaUty 
and  in  spite  of  all  the  pedagogic  efforts  that 
have  for  so  many  years  been  made  in  order  to 
enforce  these  abstractions  into  the  mentahty 
of  the  young  and  into  the  political  conscious- 
ness of  its  adults.  Whatever  the  unity  and 
solidarity  of  the  State  in  theory  or  in  practice, 
the  individual  citizen  remains  with  his  freedom 
and  his  responsibility  of  adlion.  Whether  he 
has  much  real  power  (in  so  far  as  his  consti- 
tution enables   him  to   eledl  the  members   of 
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the  Reichstag),  in  directing  national  adlivity 
and  policy  or  not,  it  is,  after  all,  he  who  pro- 
duces the  bureaucrat  and  the  soldier,  he  and 
his  fellow-citizens  constitute  the  nation,  submit 
to  the  autocrat  and  fight  his  battles.  It  is  he 
who  ultimately  will  dethrone  the  autocrat  and 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  State  in  accord- 
ance with  his  interests,  his  reason  and  his  will. 
The  German  people  remain  responsible  for  the 
a(flion  of  the  German  Government.  The  Ger- 
man people  ac5l  in  accordance  with  their  own 
national  charadler,  their  national  psychology, 
which  is  the  collecflive  psychology  of  the  in- 
dividuals who  constitute  it.  It  is  what  the 
German  of  to-day  really  is,  however  he  has 
been  made  what  he  is,  which  determines 
German  national  charadler:  the  ad:ion  of  the 
German  leaders  militaristic  and  otherwise  is 
his  adlion.  When  we  come  down  to  the 
bed-rock  of  human  condud:  in  the  great  policy 
of  a  nation,  we  must  study  the  psychological 
motive  which  underlies  the  adlion  of  the  people 
themselves.  Thus  in  determining  the  true 
and  efficient  causes  of  this  war,  we  are  driven 
to  inquire  how  has  the  modern  German  be- 
come what  he  is? 
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CHAUVINISM  AND   PATRIOTISM 

In  "Arlstodemocracy"  (Chapter  II,  III 
and  Appendix  I)  I  have  endeavoured  to  show 
that  it  was  the  rise  of  German  Chauvinism 
which  was  in  the  main  accountable  for  the 
present  war,  and  I  endeavoured  to  contrast 
the  older  Germany  with  the  newer,  in  order 
to  show  how  these  nefarious  characfleristics  of 
Chauvinism  arose  and  were  developed.  In  my 
definition  of  Chauvinism,  in  contra-distinc- 
tion  to  patriotism,  I  maintained  that  patriot- 
ism was  the  love  of  one's  own  country  and 
people,  and  Chauvinism  the  hatred  of  other 
countries  and  peoples.  But  the  interesting 
and  all-important  question  remains:  how  does 
patriotism  degenerate  into  Chauvinism?  What 
is  pure  patriotism  and  what  is  false  patriot- 
ism? And  finally,  what  is  the  moral  remedy 
for  this  perversion  of  a  virtue,  admitted  to  be 
such  in  the  whole  history  of  mankind,  the 
prevention  of  the  process  of  moral  degeneration 
to  which,  not  only  the  German  nation  has 
been  and  is  prone,  but  which  may  attack  and 
has  attacked  all  nations,  though  Germany 
has  suffered  from  it  in  its  most  virulent  form? 
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THE   INFLUENCE   OF   NATIONAL  INTERESTS 

Now  in  many  cases,  and  among  large  masses 
of  the  German  people,  this  chauvinistic  at- 
titude of  mind  may  have  been  produced  by 
pure  unadulterated  selfishness  and  the  domi- 
nance of  social  instindls  by  the  more  or  less 
conscious  personal  interests  and  the  mate- 
rial ends  to  be  gained.  It  has  thus  often 
been  pointed  out  that  the  material  interests 
of  the  great  munition  industry  diredlly  and 
immediately  led  to  war,  or  at  least  to  the 
encouragement  and  direct  cultivation  of  the 
war-like  passions  and  the  cultivation  of  all 
activities  which  make  for  war;  and  it  has 
been  shown  by  many  writers,  with  some  ap- 
proach to  convincing  demonstration,  that  such 
has  been  the  set  poHcy  and  the  designed  adiv- 
ity  of  all  concerned  in  such  industries,  im- 
mediately or  remotely.  It  is  undoubtedly 
true  that  this  industry,  centering  round  the 
Krupp  Works  and  similiar  larger  industrial 
establishments,  had  placed  Germany  in  the 
forefront  of  that  industry  throughout  the 
world,  and  that  the  people  employed  in  these 
industries,  not  only  represent  an  appreciably 
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large  porportion  of  inhabitants  numerically, 
but  a  still  larger  one  in  their  qualitative  sig- 
nificance and  importance  as  regards  wealth 
and  financial  and  industrial  influence.  They 
again  re-act  upon  the  wide-spread,  flourish- 
ing and  most  powerful  metal  industry  of  the 
country. 

Furthermore  the  phenomenal  advance  and 
expansion  of  German  trade,  of  mining,  manu- 
facture and  of  commerce,  with  the  diredt 
intervention  and  assistance  of  the  State  and 
the  new  system  of  State-aid  or  State-part- 
nership in  all  industrial  or  commercial  enter- 
prises, evolved  by  Germany  since  her  vidlory 
in  the  Franco-Prussian  war,  have  clearly 
defined  the  collective  interests  of  national 
German  industries  in  their  distindness  from 
those  of  other  nations,  until  competition  has 
ended  in  antagonism  and  conflid:,  and  has 
clearly  brought  to  the  consciousness  of  the 
people  the  opposition  between  their  colledlive 
national  interests  and  those  of  other  nations. 
This  growth  of  feeling  and  passion,  grouping 
round  the  national  interests,  which  permeate 
the  activity  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  the 
people  in  their  daily  occupations,  is  not  merely 
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confined  to  the  employers  and  the  leading 
representatives  of  these  industries,  but  has 
been  made  clear  to  the  employed  as  well, 
down  to  the  unskilled  labourer.  It  has  thus 
afFedled  the  mentality,  and  strongly  modi- 
fied even  the  theoretical  economic  principles 
of  the  German  sociaHstic  associations  of 
labourers,  the  mass  of  the  Socialist  party,  as 
has  become  clearly  manifest  in  the  adlion  of 
German  socialists,  hitherto  the  chief  uphold- 
ers of  the  Marxian  International,  immedi- 
ately before  and  since  the  beginning  of  this 
war  and  down  to  the  present  day. 

Still  further  afield,  we  must  note  the  fadl 
that,  as  the  German  travelled  abroad,  not 
only  in  Europe,  but  in  distant  parts  through- 
out the  Colonial  possessions  —  in  which,  by 
the  way,  through  what  he  might  be  justified 
in  considering  the  accident  of  history,  the 
sister  nations  were  so  much  richer  than  his 
own  country  —  not  only  did  the  clerk  and 
commercial  traveller,  the  mining  expert  and 
the  engineer  realize  how  many  lucrative  posts 
and  commercial  or  industrial  occupations  were 
open  to  his  competitors  of  other  nations  in 
their    flourishing    and    growing    Colonies,    but 
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these  experiences  also  came  home  to  the  more 
aristocratic  classes  as  well.  The  travelling 
representative  of  the  aristocratic  classes,  the 
scions  of  the  nobility  and  of  the  proHfic  Junker 
classes,  realized,  not  without  envy  and  bitter- 
ness, how,  especially  in  England  and  through- 
out the  British  Empire,  the  sons  of  the  upper 
and  middle  classes  filled  so  many  well-paid 
posts  in  the  civil  and  mihtary  administra- 
tion of  the  numerous  British  Colonies  and 
dependencies,  which  offered  them  a  success- 
ful career  and  contributed  to  the  wealth  of 
the  Mother-Country. 

Finally,  it  must  be  remembered  in  this 
connection,  that  the  position  of  the  German 
emigrant  and  his  relation  to  his  Mother- 
Country  have  greatly  altered  since  the 
foundation  of  the  German  Empire  after  the 
Franco-Prussian  vidlories.  The  German  settler 
in  the  United  States,  in  South  America 
and  in  all  other  countries,  in  most  cases,  if 
not  in  all,  left  his  own  country  and  chose  a 
foreign  home  in  which  to  found  a  new  life 
for  his  family,  because  he  was  clearly  dis- 
satisfied with  the  political,  social  or  economic 
conditions  of  his  own  country.     He  left  it  with 


42  PATRIOTISM 

the  clear  and  set  purpose  of  thus  denationaUz- 
ing  himself.  Furthermore,  there  was  no  adlive 
and  positive  influence,  emanating  from  the 
country  which  he  had  left,  to  feed  and  to 
strengthen  his  national  allegiance  to  the  coun- 
try of  his  birth  and  to  encourage  in  him  the 
national  pride  which,  to  some  extent,  must 
underlie  national  patriotism.  Like  the  citi- 
zen of  ancient  Rome,  wherever  the  subjed: 
of  the  British  crown  travelled,  and  to  what- 
ever distant  parts  of  the  world  his  interest 
or  pleasure  may  have  carried  him,  he  was 
not  only  made  actively  and  continuously 
aware  of  his  allegiance  to  his  native  land, 
but  he  was  strengthened  in  his  feeling  of 
allegiance  and  of  pride  by  the  sense  of  secur- 
ity, of  dependence  and  gratitude  which  the 
protedlion  of  his  flag  afforded  him.  He  knew 
that  any  manifest  case  of  persecution  or  in- 
justice committed  against  a  citizen  in  foreign 
parts  would  be  resented  and  righted  with  all 
the  power  at  the  command  of  his  Mother- 
Country.  The  British  fleet  was  ubiquitous 
and  could  reach  the  most  distant  and  power- 
ful malefador  who  threatened  the  freedom 
of  a  British  subjed.     On  the  other  hand  the 
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German  emigrant  before  1870,  who  had  been 
a  subjed:  of  one  of  the  smaller  dukes  or  grand- 
dukes  or  one  of  the  free  cities  or  even  of  the 
King  of  Bavaria  or  Saxony  —  nay,  the  King 
of  Prussia  could  not  thus  be  constantty  made 
aware  of  the  power  and  protection  of  his 
native  Country,  even  if  he  had  not  left  as  a 
political  refugee,  casting  from  his  feet  the 
dust  of  a  country  where  freedom  was  un- 
known, and  determined  to  live  his  life  loyally 
under  the  institution  responding  to  his  poli- 
tical and  social  conscience.  He  could  have 
no  such  feelings  for  his  Mother-Country  and 
was  not  made  aware  of  its  continous  pres- 
ence in  his  mind  and  in  his  heart  by  the 
proted:ion  it  afforded  him.  No  unit  of  the 
Bavarian,  Saxon,  Baden  or  Oldenburgian  fleet 
could  follow  him  to  distant  parts  of  the  world 
and  see  that  justice  was  done  him.  Thus  his 
complete  national  absorption  into  the  new 
country  and  nation  of  his  choice  was  facili- 
tated and  confirmed;  and  the  Mother-Country 
completely  lost  her  emigrants  for  all  national 
purposes. 

Compared  with  other  nations,  the  Germans 
thus    realized    the    great    disadvantage    from 
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which  they  suffered  in  the  emigration  of  their 
citizens  into  foreign  lands.  Since  the  Ger- 
man Empire  has  taken  its  place  in  the  very 
first  line  of  Powers  of  the  world,  it  is  but 
natural  that  this  impediment  to  the  increase 
and  expansion  of  its  national  feeling  and  pride 
should  have  grown,  and  with  it,  the  desire 
not  to  lose  completely  the  citizens  who  left 
its  shores  and  to  retain  them  in  effedlive 
national  touch  with  the  fatherland.  Ex- 
perience has  shown  them,  however,  that  this 
could  not  be  done  satisfadlorily  by  acquiring 
Colonies  of  their  own  and  directing  thither 
the  main  stream  of  their  emigration;  though 
they  have  not  yet  realized  what  the 
British  Empire  has  learnt  through  the  con- 
tinuous experience  of  its  history,  namely  that 
the  principles  of  freedom  and  self-Govern- 
ment  prevalent  at  home  must  be  extended  in 
a  still  more  widened  form  to  her  distant  Colo- 
nies and  possessions.  Were  Germany  to  be 
successful  in  her  Colonial  expansion,  she  would 
have  first  to  cast  off  her  autocratic  form  of 
internal  Governrtient;  then  to  resign  her  ex- 
pectations of  using  the  foreign  Colonies  as 
milch-cows    in    support   of  her   own    national 
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life  at  home;  and  finally,  to  confer  freedom 
and  self-Government  upon  her  colonial  de- 
scendants. 

Now  the  result  of  all  these  immediate  causes 
of  self-interest,  in  producing  the  morbid  de- 
generation of  German  patriotism  alias  Chau- 
vinism, has  led  to  the  establishment  and 
growth  of  what  I  have  called  "German  Stre- 
hertuTTiy^  which  I  have  defined  and  endeavoured 
to  follow  in  its  growth  and  influence  else- 
where as  being  one  of  the  eflPedlive  causes  of 
this  war. 

RACIAL  AND   NATIONAL   PRIDE 

No  doubt  all  these  currents  of  influence 
appeal  to  the  immediate  personal  and  mate- 
rial interests  of  individuals  and  larger  groups. 
But  there  remains  the  mass  of  the  German 
people  not  thus  diredlly  and  consciously  af- 
fedled  or  benefitted  by  such  material  interests, 
who  have  still  developed  in  themselves  this 
morbid  form,  this  hypertrophy  of  so-called 
patriotism.  To  put  it  epigrammatically  this 
war  has  been  caused  by  the  song,  "Deutsch- 
land,  Deutschland  iiber  Alles." 

The  history  of  this  song  of  Hoffmann  von 
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Fallersleben  is  interesting  and  significant.^ 
There  is  no  doubt  that  what  the  poet  meant, 
and  what  the  poem  meant  for  the  Germans  of 
former  generations,  was  the  expression  of 
pure  patriotic  altruism,  the  submission  of  the 
selfish  interests  and  narrower  lives  to  the 
wider  life  and  prosperity  of  the  State.  It 
thus  resembles  the  patriotic  songs  of  all  na- 
tions and  of  all  times  as  far  back  as  the  Psalm- 
ist's  vow.^     "If  I   forget  thee,   O  Jerusalem, 

1  We  may  here  be  reminded  that  we  also  have  our  "Britannia 
Rules  the  Waves,"  written  by  James  Thomson  in  the  beginning 
of  the  1 8th  Century.  But  it  was  designed  to  formulate  the 
maritime  destiny  of  this  Island-realm  and  as  a  challenge  to  its 
enemies  who  threatened  its  freedom.  The  second  line  repeats 
and  emphasises  the  vow  that  "Britons  never  will  be  Slaves." 
This  freedom  from  without  is  supplemented  by  the  idea  of  liberty 
within.    The  second  and  third  verses  run  — 

"The  nations  not  as  blessed  as  Thee 
Must  in  their  turn  to  tyrants  fall; 
Whilst  thou  shalt  flourish  great  and  free, 
The  dread  and  envy  of  them  all. 

Thee  haughty  tyrants  ne'er  shall  tame; 
All  their  attempts  to  bend  thee  down, 
Will  but  arouse  thy  generous  flame, 
And  work  their  woe  and  thy  renown." 

2  The  hatred  of  Babylon  finds  vent  in  the  last  verse:  "Happy 
shall  he  be  that  taketh  and  dasheth  thy  little  ones  against  the 
stones."    It  marks  the  lower  stage  of  civilisation  and  morality  in 
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let  my  right  hand  forget  her  cunning.  If  I 
do  not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  if  I  prefer  not  Jeru- 
salem above  my  chief  joy."  But  since  the 
advent  of  the  Pan-German  spirit,  it  no  longer 
marks  the  relationship  between  the  citizen 
and  his  own  State  and  the  sacrifice  of  his 
own  desires  to  its  welfare;  but  the  relation  of 
the  German  Empire  to  the  other  States,  its 
rivals,  and  therefore  its  enemies.  It  has  be- 
come the  lyrical  expression  of  German  Welt- 
politik  and  of  the  lust  for  world  dominion; 
and,  when  sung  by  the  street  arabs  of  Berlin, 
as  well  as  by  the  German  youths  rushing  from 
their  trenches  to  hurl  themselves  upon  their 
foes,  it  means  "the  German  State  above  all 
other  States,  the  rule  of  Germany  over  the 
world.'*  This  change  of  spirit  marks  the 
change  from  the  older  Germany  to  the  newer 
Germany  since  1870.^ 

the  times  of  the  Psalmist,  which,  in  modern  times,  has  only  found 
its  parallel  in  Germany's  various  hymns  of  hate. 

^  It  will  be  noted  that  the  poem,  written  in  1841,  extolled, 
besides  the  love  of  country  and  its  higher  humanitarian  ideals, 
the  political  unity  of  the  German  people  disunited  among  its 
separate  —  at  times  antagonistic  —  thirty-eight  states  and  prin- 
cipalities.    Unity,  Right  and  Freedom  were  to  be  the  watch- 
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NATIONAL   ARROGANCE 

It  is  the  spirit  of  so-called  national  patriot- 
ism which  degenerates,  on  the  one  hand  into 
national  pride,  and  on  the  other  into  national 

words  for  this  united   Germany.     In  a  rough,  though  literal, 
translation  it  runs  thus  — 

"Deutschland,  Deutschland  iiber  Alles, 
tJber  Alles  in  der  Welt, 
If  fraternally  and  faithful, 
Firm  we  forge  its  binding  ring  — 
From  the  Maas  unto  the  Memel, 
From  the  Etsch  unto  the  Belt  — 
Deutschland,  Deutschland  iiber  Alles 
tJber  Alles  in  der  Welt. 

2 
German  Women,  German  Honour, 
German  Wine  and  German  Song, 
They  must  keep  and  hold  forever 
Their  true  ring  both  fair  and  strong. 
Stirring  us  to  noble  action 
All  our  years  and  days  live-long  — 
German  Women,  German  Honour, 
German  Wine  and  German  Song  I 

3 
Unity  and  Right  and  Freedom 
For  the  German  fatherland! 
Let  these  mark  our  great  endeavour, 
Brothers  with  our  heart  and  hand. 
Unity  and  Right  and  Freedom, 
May  these  pledge  our  happy  band  — 
With  these  pledges  of  our  fortune 
Flourish  German  Fatherland!" 
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envy  and  the  hatred  of  those  who  appear  to 
be  more  favoured  by  Fate.  This  over-ween- 
ing national  pride  is  the  psychological  inherit- 
ance conferred  upon  the  German  people  with 
the  establishment  of  the  German  Empire  in 
1870,  fostered  and  intensified  by  the  growth 
of  its  prosperity,  its  rapid  accession  to  econo- 
mic affluence  and  eminence  and,  especially 
by  the  growth  of  its  military  power.  The 
Germans  have  come  to  believe  that  theirs  is 
the  first  nation  in  the  World,  and  that  their 


Now  mark  the  transition.  Only  eight  years  after  1870  (in 
1878)  Felix  Dahn  writes  another  national  song,  which  I  here 
give  in  the  excellent  translation  of  Mr.  William  Archer  (in  501 
Gems  of  German  Thought) :  — 

"Thor  stood  at  the  midnight  end  of  the  world, 

His  battle-mace  flew  from  his  hand: 
*So  far  as  my  clangorous  hammer  I've  hurled 

Mine  are  the  sea  and  the  land!' 
And  onward  hurtled  the  mighty  sledge 

O'er  the  wide,  wide  earth,  to  fall 
At  last  on  the  Southland's  furthest  edge 

In  token  that  His  was  all. 
Since  then  'tis  the  joyous  German  right 

With  the  hammer  lands  to  win. 
We  mean  to  inherit  world-wide  might 

As  the  Hammer-God's  Kith  and  Kin." 

Then  follows  the  whole  literature  of  Pan-German  Welt-Politik, 
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charadleristic  civilisation  —  their  Kultur  —  is 
the  highest  in  the  world.  They  must  not 
only  become  the  most  powerful,  but  they 
must  be  recognised  by  the  rest  of  the  world 
as  being  first  in  power.  The  newness  of  this 
experience,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  this 
eminence  was  attained,  produced  a  national 
inebriation  among  the  people  which  caused 
them  to  lose  their  mental  balance,  not  only 
as  regards  private  condud:  and  taste,  but 
also  as  regards  their  public  aspirations,  and 
the  set  purpose  of  self-assertion  correspond- 
ing to  the  dominance  of  their  material  power. 
It  galled  them  individually  and  coUediively 
that,  as  an  Empire,  they  should  in  any  way 
be  at  a  disadvantage,  or  inferior  to,  any  of  the 
other  great  nations  of  the  world.  Their  atti- 
tude of  mind  in  this  respedl  corresponds  to 
that  of  the  parvenu  in  ordinary  life.  The  man 
who  has  rapidly  or  suddenly  acquired  great 
wealth,  the  nouveau  riche,  is  not  satisfied  with 
this  acquisition  in  itself,  but  he  must  display 
his  wealth  and  power  in  order  that  his  im- 
proved position,  and  the  prominence  which 
wealth  gives,  should  be  recognised  by  this 
neighbour.     The  realization  of  this  social  aim 
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becomes   one   of  his   chief  incentives,   one   of 
the  ruling  passions  of  his  Ufe.^ 

1  It  Is  well  to  remember  that  virtue  and  vice  are  here  in  close 
proximity  to  one  another.  The  sense  of  honour  may  easily  de- 
generate into  ambition,  vanity  and  arrogance.  The  German 
word  EhrgefUhl  (self-respect)  is  closely  related  to  Ehrgeiz  (ambi- 
tion). The  love  of  honour  may  imperceptibly  merge  into  the 
craving  for  honours. 


IV 

False  Patriotism 

THIS  element  in  the  national  psycho- 
logy of  the  Germans,  their  national 
arrogance  and  pride  and  their  fixed  determi- 
nation to  assert  their  domination  and  to  en- 
force its  recognition  upon  others,  is  perhaps 
among  all  others  the  truly  efficient  ultimate 
cause  which  has  led  to  this  war.  In  other 
countries  and  with  other  people,  in  accordance 
with  their  individual  pecuHarities  and  con- 
ditions of  life,  it  has  the  same  tendency  to 
produce  these  catastrophic  upheavals  of  hu- 
manity. German  national  pride,  fanned  to 
passionate  heat  by  conscious  or  unconscious 
envy,  is  supported  negatively  by  their  ignor- 
ance of  other  peoples  and  nations,  their  char- 
acters and  virtues,  and  positively  by  the 
manifest  suddenness  of  their  own  prosperity 
and  power.  Ignorance  and  self-infatuation 
are  the  pabulum  for  the  microbe  of  Chauvin- 
ism.    So  rapid  and  all-pervasive  is  the  growth 

52 
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of  this  microbe  that  it  eats  into  the  heart  of 
patriotism  and  absorbs  the  soul  of  nationahsm. 
The  worst  of  it  is  that  such  purely  national 
pride  is  the  most  efFedlive  Hnk  which,  in  our 
common  hfe,  binds  together  into  corporate 
unity  the  names  of  the  people  in  the  several 
States  all  over  the  world.  It  is  not  only  the 
expression  of  the  love  of  home,  the  love  of 
the  native  country  as  the  wider  home,  the 
love  of  the  family  and  of  the  people  who  dwell 
in  these  homes;  but  it  is  the  consciousness 
of  the  difference  and  distinctiveness  of  all 
those  who  come  from  such  a  home  or  are 
associated  with  it,  and  the  claims  to  distinc- 
tion leading  to  pride,  which  are  based  upon 
the  mere  fad  of  belonging  to  it,  which  under- 
lies such  a  conception  of  patriotism.  It  is 
not  so  much  duty  and  love,  as  privilege  and 
hatred  or  contempt  of  others,  which  fill  the 
heart  and  mind  of  such  "patriots."  They 
establish  a  claim  to  their  own  superiority  on 
the  ground  of  their  sharing  a  collective  at- 
tribute with  others.  They  are  proud  to  be 
EngUshmen,  or  Germans,  or  Frenchmen, 
Americans,  or  Italians,  and  have  no  doubt 
that,   as  such,  they  possess   a  superior  claim 
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to  distindlion  to  that  of  members  of  another 
State,  people,  or  race,  class  or  occupation. 
And  this  pride  seems  justified  in  their  eyes 
irrespective  of  the  absolute  claim  which  any 
of  these  countries  or  nations  have  to  superior- 
ity in  all  that  makes  for  the  higher  social  being, 
and  even  when  the  State  itself  as  a  body 
acts  rightly  or  wrongly,  nobly,  or  ignobly. 
It  need  hardly  be  insisted  upon  that  that  is 
the  wrong  conception  of  patriotism.  But, 
nevertheless,  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  not  only 
widespread  beyond  Germany  in  every  civi- 
lised and  uncivilised  country,  but  that  in 
this  lower  form  it  is  most  effective  in  modify- 
ing the  conduct  of  people  all  over  the  world, 
and  is  so  constant  and  continuous  in  its  ef- 
fectiveness, that  it  enters  into  the  daily  life, 
as  well  as  into  the  very  substratum  of  social 
consciousness,  in  every  country  and  among 
all   peoples. 

REASONS    FOR   NATIONAL    PRIDE 

Now  when  men  and  women  assert  a  moral 
and  social  claim  on  the  ground  of  their  being 
descendants  of  one  race  or  of  one  people,  or 
citizens  of  one  State,  it  is  well  for  them  to 
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remember  that  they  share  this  honour  with 
a  vast  number  with  whom  it  would  in  no 
way  be  a  matter  of  pride  to  them  to  be  asso- 
ciated. The  EngHshman  who  bases  his  self- 
esteem  and  his  claims  to  consideration  and 
approbation,  respedl  and  admiration  from 
others,  solely  upon  the  facfl  that  he  is  an 
Englishman,  must  remember  that  on  this 
ground  in  itself,  24,352  convided  criminals 
(11,699  convidled  in  191 5),  murderers,  thieves 
and  felons,  93,566  vagrant  paupers  and  tramps, 
214,160  lunatics,  feeble-minded  and  irrespon- 
sibles  (registered  as  such)  have  the  same 
claims  for  self-approbation,  respedl  and  ad- 
miration of  others.  Apart  from  those  who 
are  thus  manifestly  and  admittedly  the  re- 
jected refuse  of  society,  there  are,  no  doubt 
in  every  country,  England  not  excepted,  mil- 
lions of  men  and  women  whose  claim  to  moral 
and  social  considerations  we,  as  Englishmen, 
would  in  no  way  wish  to  share.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  number  of  those  with  whom  col- 
lecftively  we  should  desire  to  be  associated,  as 
representing  the  human  type  which  we  ad- 
mire, will  of  necessity  be  very  limited  and 
comparatively  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
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aggregate  number  of  citizens  of  any  State. 
When  we  consider  national  types  at  all,  there 
presents  itself  to  our  mind  some  conception 
or  image  of  the  good  type  or  the  bad  type, 
and  we  discriminate  between  the  two.  Now 
though  undoubtedly  national  types  can  thus 
be  identified  in  their  national  distindliveness, 
owing  to  the  physical  and  moral  characteris- 
tics which  are  produced  by  the  long  and  very 
complex  process  of  national  history  and  or- 
ganisation, the  more  we  look  into  the  matter 
and  study  these  essential  differences,  the  more 
we  shall  find  that  the  physical,  moral  and 
social  charadleristics  which  these  highly  com- 
plex and  variable  conditions  produce,  are 
in  themselves  the  touchstone  to  our  approval 
or  disapproval  of  the  national  type;  and 
furthermore  we  shall  find  that  the  greater 
our  approval,  and  that  the  higher  each  type 
rises  in  our  estimation,  the  more  common 
to  the  whole  of  humanity  in  its  best  forms 
will  these  admirable  qualities  become.  The 
more  the  members  of  each  separate  nationality 
and  State  approach  to  the  ideal  of  the  perfed: 
man,  the  idea  of  the  gentleman,  the  closer 
will  they  be  .to  the  same  high  type  in  every 
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Other  nationality,  the  less  will  they  obtrude 
their  purely  national  distindliveness.  It  is 
not  a  hasty  generalization  to  say,  that  the 
true  gentleman  is  the  same  all  over  the  world. 
Still  the  aggressive  patriot  is  not  satisfied 
with  resting  his  claims  to  distinction  and  ap- 
probation upon  these  social  qualities  of  the 
individual  human  being  as  such,  but  essen- 
tially and  emphatically  upon  the  general  na- 
tional difference.  The  reason  for  this  is  to 
be  found  in  his  unsocial,  selfish  instinct  to 
establish  and  to  confirm  differences  rather 
than  similarities,  in  order,  upon  the  ground 
of  such  differences,  to  exclude  others  and  to 
satisfy  his  instindl  of  antagonism  and  of  hate 
and  not  his  passion  of  humanism  and  love. 
As  I  have  put  it  elsewhere  {The  Jewish  Ques- 
tion, 2nd  ed.  p.  12):  — 

"Many  people  must  have  somebody  to 
be  jealous  of  and  to  hate  to  preserve  the  nor- 
mality of  their  generally-diseased  emotional 
nature;  and  though  not  all  of  these  require 
the  intensity  of  an  individual  object  for  such 
disapproval  or  hatred,  there  are  but  few  who 
would  forego  the  luxury  of  a  *pet  aversion' 
expressed    in    the    general    terms    of   a    social 
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group  or  a  nationality.  National  prejudices 
are  natural  to  us  so  long  as  nationalities  assert 
themselves;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  every 
nationality  becomes  distasteful  and  offensive 
when  it  becomes  obtrusive. 

"To  use  a  trite  simile:  Mutton  and  beef  are 
good  meat  each  with  its  own  quality;  but 
mutton  which  asserts  its  own  flavour  too 
strongly  becomes  'sheepy'  and  beef  becomes 
'beefy'  —  both  offensive  to  the  palate.  Es- 
pecially when  seen  in  their  own  country,  an 
Englishman,  a  Frenchman,  a  German,  an 
ItaHan,  or  an  American  are  fine  types  of 
humanity.  But  an  Englishman  (especially 
abroad)  who  continually  causes  the  British 
lion  to  roar,  who  speaks  of  *  foreigners,'  who 
asserts  his  national  costume,  manners,  and 
habits  in  and  out  of  place  —  a  John  bullying 
Englishman  —  can  be  very  offensive.  A  very 
French  Frenchman,  who  maintains  the  ap- 
pearance and  manner  of  his  boulevards,  gras- 
seye  s  his  r's  in  speaking  of  gloire,  bows  grace- 
fully and  says  pretty  things  full  of  esprit, 
may  be  irritating  if  he  be  not  amusing  in  a 
manner  which  he  would  resent  were  he  con- 
scious of  the  effedl  produced  in  others.     We 
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do  not  call  this  French,  but  Frenchy.  A 
German  who  with  tight  trousers,  generally 
angular  clothes  and  manners,  claps  his  heels 
together,  raises  his  glass  of  beer  or  wine,  and, 
in  a  military  or  would-be  burschikose  style, 
talks  of  the  Vaterland  and  its  glory,  of  German 
Gemuthlichkeit  and  Treue,  produces  an  efFedl 
in  which  ungenuineness  is  mixed  with  coarse- 
ness. So  with  the  Italian  who  gesticulates 
and  rolls  his  eyes  and  reminds  us,  if  not  of  the 
organ-grinder,  at  least  of  the  primo  tenore  of 
a  second-class  opera;  so,  too,  with  the  Ameri- 
can, whether  from  the  State  of  wooden  nut- 
megs or  from  the  far  West,  who  constantly 
spreads  the  eagle  and  waves  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  and  with  acrid  nasality  descants  upon 
the  advantages  of  elevators  and  ice-water, 
and  whose  manifest  ideals  are  'smartness' 
or  shrewdness  and  push.  The  ofFensiveness 
of  such  national  characteristics  will  be  ad- 
mitted. But  he  who  bases  his  general  sym- 
pathy or  antipathy  upon  such  isolation,  upon 
the  caricatures  he  may  have  heard  of  or  read 
of,  without  a  deeper  knowledge  of  the  national 
life  in  its  natural  setting,  without  a  wide  ex- 
perience of  individuals  typical  of  the  nation, 
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without  some  knowledge  of  the  past  history 
and  the  national  genius  of  a  people,  will  cer- 
tainly lay  himself  open  to  a  charge  of  folly, 
in  which  the  sense  of  truth  has  not  been  highly 
refined,  to  omit  for  the  moment  the  moral 
aspedl  of  such  hasty  judgment." 

THE    EXAGGERATION   OF   NATIONAL 
CHARACTERISTICS 

What  I  there  endeavoured  to  put  in  a  more 
or  less  epigrammatic  form  might  require  fur- 
ther enlargement  in  view  of  its  important 
bearing  upon  the  main  thesis  of  this  essay. 
If,  as  I  venture  to  believe,  the  produd:ion  of 
national  pride,  as  a  consequence  of  the  de- 
velopment of  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  vir- 
tue of  patriotism,  is  one  of  the  most  efFedlive 
ultimate  causes  of  this  war,  we  must  drive  it 
home  to  the  understanding  and  the  convidlions 
of  all  people,  that  this  form  of  pride  is  in  no 
way  justified;  and  also  that  it  is  common  to 
all  nationaHties,  and  may  in  them,  as  it  has 
with  the  Germans,  lead  to  far-reaching  and 
disastrous  consequences  when  other  condi- 
tions of  national  Hfe  favour  such  acute  out- 
bursts of  national  disease. 
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I  should  like,  by  recalling  the  adual  experi- 
ence of  every  intelligent  reader,  to  bring  home 
to  him  as  convincingly  and  vividly  as  possi- 
ble the  unreality  of  his  claims  to  national 
pride  in  so  far  as  they  are  entirely  based  upon 
his  sharing  with  his  fellow  citizens  or  subjects 
the  mere  physical  attributes  of  having  been 
born  among  one  group  of  people  and  within 
a  definite,  accidentally  circumscribed,  region 
of  the  earth;  and  that  these  accidents  are  of 
themselves  and  in  themselves  not  enough  to 
confer  upon  him  a  distinction  worthy  of  ad- 
miration and  justifying  his  pride. 

ENGLAND 

Let  us  recall  the  individual  whom  we  have 
met  in  life  who  most  closely  approaches  the 
highest  type  of  what  we  should  call  the  English 
gentleman  —  he  who  has  his  correlative  in 
the  type  of  the  "lady."  We  gratefully  re- 
cognize in  him  all  the  sturdy,  manly  and  re- 
fined qualities  which  we  can  trace  back  through 
his  parentage  to  the  influence  of  his  home,  the 
centre  of  mature  and  unostentatious  culture, 
favoured  and  impressed  within  him,  by  his 
out-door  Hfe  of  sport  and  all  the  spirit  of  man- 
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liness  and  of  fair  play  which  it  produces  and 
upon  which  it  is  based. 

These  qualities  are  further  softened  and 
mellowed  by  the  spirit  of  hospitality  which 
is  inseparably  interwoven  with  the  life  of  an 
English  home.  To  this  spirit  of  manliness 
and  independence ,  which  is  ruled  by  an  all- 
pervading  sense  of  justice  and  fair  play,  the 
traditions  and  the  adlual  organisation  of  his 
school  education  and  his  school  life  have  con- 
tributed to  no  small  degree.  He  has  not 
been  afFedled  by  the  lower  outcrops  and  the 
less  commendable  traditions  established  in 
the  history  and  development  of  our  peculiar 
public  school  system,  and  the  other  destruc- 
tive varieties  of  our  school  education.  But 
what  they  have  undoubtedly  given  him  are 
the  traditions  of  moral  and  social  self-reliance, 
of  independence  and  self-government,  above 
all,  of  fairness  and  justice,  which  the  organi- 
sation and  the  living  practice  of  our  schools 
have  evolved  to  such  an  exceptional  degree 
in  our  distincflive  national  education  and  to 
which  our  success  in  every  phase  of  our  na- 
tional history  can  to  a  great  extent  be  ascribed. 

The  very  fixedness  of  tradition  and  empha- 


SELF-RELIANCE   AND   FAIRNESS       63 

sis  of  efFec5tiveness  which  this  organization 
of  our  schools,  the  estabhshment  of  tradi- 
tions and  the  almost  tyrannical  dominance  of 
custom  which  they  have  evolved,  may  also 
in  their  turn  have  produced  a  narrowness  and 
one-sidedness,  a  dogmatic  provincialism  and 
inadaptiveness,  a  want  of  sympathy  and  of 
mental  self-detachment,  which  may  in  this 
case  have  also  produced  the  usual,  and  per- 
haps inevitable,  defauts  de  nos  qualites;  and 
these  again  may  have  justly  evoked  the 
disapproval,  if  not  the  dislike,  of  the  other 
peoples  with  whom  we  come  in  contadl. 

Still  the  typical  virtues  resulting  from  our 
system  and  our  traditions  of  school-educa- 
tion have  been  and  are  undoubtedly  produced 
among  us.  In  the  case  of  our  perfed:  speci- 
men of  the  English  gentleman,  however,  these 
peculiar  limitations  and  disqualifications  have 
been  removed  by  the  fad:  that  he  has  extended 
his  intellectual  and  moral  sympathies  and 
modified  his  manners  through  foreign  travel 
or  through  reading,  both  of  which  have  en- 
abled him  to  understand  and  to  realize  fully 
the  life  and  the  charadleristics  of  other  coun- 
tries and  peoples  as  well  as  other  ages,  and  to 
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admire  them  through  the  best  examples  of 
other  nations,  their  lives  and  thoughts  as  well 
as  their  tastes.  In  so  far  his  whole  nature 
has  been  widened  and  made  more  pliant, 
his  intelledlual  sympathies  and  his  tastes  as 
well.  As  a  consequence  of  this  spiritual  en- 
largement, his  manners  and  bearing  have  also 
been  softened  and  made  more  gracious.  While 
thus  manifesting  in  his  character  and  in  his 
condudl  towards  others,  even  in  the  lightest 
and  most  subtle  forms  of  social  intercourse, 
this  wider  sense  of  humanity  and  of  sympa- 
thetic considerateness  in  the  refinement  and 
courtesy  of  his  dealings  with  people  at  home; 
he  is  spontaneously  capable,  without  mani- 
fest effort  or  artificiality  of  manner,  to  adapt 
himself  to  the  customs  and  traditions  of  the 
various  peoples  and  classes  with  whom  he  is 
thrown  into  contadl  while  travelling  abroad. 
And  this  concession  to  the  laws  and  the  rules 
of  condudl  and  dominant  traditions  —  even 
fashions  —  of  the  countries  and  the  people 
among  whom  he  for  the  time  being  finds  him- 
self, is  in  no  way  made  at  the  cost  of  the  com- 
plete submersion  of  his  own  individuality  and 
identity,   without   in    any   way   compromising 
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the  valid  standards  of  his  own  home  traditions 
which  have  been  fixed  and  which  survive  in 
him  in  their  own  moral  validity,  throughout 
his  life.  He  thus  always  retains  that  native 
dignity  and  self-confident  reserve  which  spring 
from  the  unasserted  assurance  of  the  tightness 
of  one's  own  inner  standards,  and  the  honest 
and  undiluted  fulness  of  living  up  to  these 
standards,  of  being  wholly  oneself. 

If  I  were  asked  to  select,  from  among  the 
most  characfleristic  national  attributes  of  the 
best  Englishman,  the  one  which  I  considered 
the  most  distincffcive,  I  should  say  that  it  is 
self-reliant  dignity  of  charadler  and  deport- 
ment. Here  again  there  is,  of  course,  the 
danger  of  producing  les  defauts  des  qualites. 
There  is  a  danger  of  dignity  and  reserve  gradu- 
ally degenerating  or  hypertrophizing  into  aloof- 
ness and,  through  conscious  exclusiveness, 
into  unsocial  inconsiderateness,  if  not  selfish- 
ness. But  our  most  gratifying  representa- 
tive of  this  best  type  is,  in  his  growth  and 
development,  free  from  such  excrescences,  and 
his  personal  dignity  and  self-reliant  trust- 
worthiness do  not  exclude  a  powerful  emana- 
tion of  chivalrous  kindliness  and  sympathetic 
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grace  and  considerateness,  which  make  him 
in  essence  and  in  manner  the  most  gracious 
and  affable  of  companions  among  others  who 
differ  from  him,  among  strangers  and,  especi- 
ally, among  foreigners,  while  dwelling  among 
them.  He  is,  above  all,  never  manifestly 
conscious  of  his  own  distindive  individuality, 
virtues  or  privileges,  and  he  is  the  last  man, 
when  abroad,  to  assert  his  national  distinctive- 
ness, or  to  rest  his  claims  for  distinction  upon 
his  national  insularity. 

Now  what  are  the  feelings  of  such  an  Eng- 
lishman when,  while  travelling  abroad,  he 
comes  upon  a  national  countryman  of  a  far 
different  type  —  the  aggressive  "patriot.?'' 
What  are  his  feelings  when  such  a  man  claims 
to  be  his  nearest  associate  as  a  human  being, 
as  a  social  being,  on  the  ground  of  the  domi- 
nant ties  of  national  solidarity;  and  what  must 
must  he  believe  or  say  to  himself  when  he  is 
asked  to  admit  that,  on  the  grounds  of  this 
national  consanguinity,  and  on  these  grounds 
alone,  rest  the  claims  to  collective  national 
effort  leading  to  an  antagonistic  attitude, 
acflual  or  potential,  towards  all  other  peoples 
and   nationalities,   ultimately  to  the   set   pur- 
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pose  of  bloody  conflid:  in  which  the  chief  im- 
mediate aim  is  to  slay  as  many  of  one's  fellow 
men  as  possible,  and  to  do  as  much  harm  to 
the  whole  people  and  the  country  which  have 
become  one's  enemies  ? 

The  Englishman  whom  our  friend  thus 
meets  with  a  sense  of  repugnance  and  shame 
in  the  railway,  the  hotel,  the  social  gathering 
or  in  the  streets  abroad,  in  his  looks,  manners 
and  speech  at  once  proclaims  loudly  and 
blatantly  that  he  is  an  Englishman  and  noth- 
ing else  and  nothing  more.  By  every  adl 
and  word  and  even  gesture  he  also  proclaims 
on  every  occasion  that  "Britain  rules  the' 
waves,"  that  the  English  are  the  first  people 
of  the  world,  and  that  there  can  be  no  doubt 
whatever  that  this  is  true;  whoever  denies 
the  truth  of  this  must  be  a  har  or  an  idiot. 
He  does  this  deliberately,  cold-bloodedly,  and 
with  full  and  ever-conscious  convidion.  He 
is  not  disturbed  in  his  mental  balance  by  a 
wild  fit  of  national  emotion  and  enthusiasm, 
or  by  the  excitement  and  nervous  strain  of 
some  unhinging  momentary  experience,  such 
as  the  misery  in  grappling  with  the  completely 
foreign  customs  and  conditions  which  he  does 
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not  understand,  with  the  superadded  ignor- 
ance of  the  language  of  the  country,  which 
naturally  produces  an  intense  longing  for  the 
familiar  conditions  prevailing  in  his  own  home. 
Such  outbursts  would  be  intelligible  and  partly 
pardonable.  We  can,  for  instance,  forgive 
the  British  paterfamilias,  worried  into  the 
white  heat  of  desperation  through  his  .utter 
inability  to  master  the  material  conditions 
of  foreign  travel,  for  the  exclamation  which 
came  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart.  Fat  and 
perspiring,  mopping  his  bald  head,  and  help- 
lessly casting  his  eyes  about  for  support,  he 
stands  on  the  crowded  and  busthng  platform 
of  the  Naples  railway  station  at  the  critical 
moment  when  several  express  trains  arrive 
together,  and  belch  out  on  to  the  platform  a 
mass  of  indiscriminate  humanity  and  moun- 
tains of  luggage.  People  are  rushing  to  and 
fro,  jostling  each  other,  porters  relentlessly 
pushing  luggage  through  the  crowds,  scream- 
ing and  gesticulating  in  between,  and,  over 
all  this  turmoil  and  noise,  the  shouts  of  the 
officials  announcing  the  impending  departure 
of  the  trains  urging  the  travellers  to  speed 
their    departure,    and    intensifying   the    hurry 
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and  the  jostling.  Dropped  into  the  midst  of 
this  intense  babel  of  confusion,  our  helpless 
and  porterless  paterfamilias  stands,  surrounded 
by  his  wife  and  children,  the  latter  of  all  ages, 
and  by  a  mass  of  heavier  luggage  on  the 
ground  and  the  most  varied  specimens  of  the 
lighter  luggage  in  the  hands  of  every  member 
of  the  family,  helpless,  utterly  unable  to  stem 
the  tide  of  confusion  which  sweeps  around 
them,  unable  even  to  call  for  the  assistance  or 
sympathy  of  a  human  soul;  until,  at  last,  with 
a  final  mopping  of  his  brow,  he  jumps  on  the 
largest  of  the  trunks,  waves  his  hands  above 
his  head  and  bursts  forth  into  one  cry  of 
despairing  interrogation:  **Is  there  anybody 
here  who  speaks  Gawd's  language?" 

Under  these  trying  circumstances,  we  can 
forgive  him  his  unjustified  assumption  that  his 
own  native  language  is  the  peculiar  vernacu- 
lar adopted  by  the  Divinity.  We  may  add, 
by  the  way,  that,  though  the  passion  neces- 
sarily aroused  by  this  terrible  war  may 
account  for  the  almost  insane  unhinging  of 
mental  balance  among  the  German  people, 
this  is  not  enough  to  justify  the  dehberate 
and    terribly    grotesque    pronouncement    of   a 
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host  of  German  ministers  of  religion,  scholars 
and  publicists,  who  systematically  and  em- 
phatically maintain  that  there  is  a  special 
German  God  who  has  conferred  upon  the  Ger- 
man people  the  mission  of  "healing  the 
diseased  nations  of  mankind,"  —  calmly 
transcribing  Geibel's  momentary  lyrical  effu- 
sion by  the  physical  conquest  of  the  world  in 
war  which  justifies  every  form  of  cruelty  and 
atrocity  in  its  prosecution.  Yet  such  asser- 
tions have  been  deliberately  made  in  print, 
in  sermons  and  speeches,  and  have  been  col- 
lecfled  by  Dr.  Bang  in  his  book  Hurrah  and 
Hallelujah} 

There  is  a  redeeming  pathos  in  the  distress- 
ful patriotic  outburst  of  that  harried  British 
paterfamilias  which  appeals  to  our  sympathy 
as  well  as  to  our  sense  of  humour.  But  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  can  be  said  for  the  ordinary 
type  of  travelling  Briton,  the  boisterously 
aggressive  Englishman  of  whatever  class.  He 
asserts  his  nationality  in  his  dress,  his  manner 
of  wearing  it  and  the  occasions  on  which  he 
wears  it,  whether  they  clash  with  the  custom 

^  Since  this  was  written  Mr.  William  Archer  has  published 
his  $01  Gems  of  German  Thought. 
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of  the  country  in  which  he  is  sojourning  or 
not.  His  own  manners  are  awkward  and 
often  boorish,  and  in  conflidl  with  those  of  the 
people  among  whom  he  is  dwelling.  He  nat- 
urally assumes  that  his  dress  and  manners 
are  the  best  and  most  appropriate  to  all  oc- 
casions, and  he  is  moved  to  unrestrained  hilar- 
ity by  the  difference  in  dress  and  manners 
of  the  people  whose  country  he  is  visiting. 
Of  course  he  is  quite  unacquainted  with  the 
language  of  these  people,  and  his  unfamiliar- 
ity  with  it  also  moves  him  to  contempt.  His 
grotesquely  unconscious  stupidity  and  ignor- 
ance of  the  world,  and  the  position  which  he 
and  those  like  him  ought  in  due  proportion 
to  hold  within  it,  is  illustrated  by  the  French- 
man of  the  same  type  of  criminally  stupid 
provinciality,  who,  having  been  settled  for 
many  years  as  a  successful  lace-merchant  in 
New  York,  turned  to  one  of  his  customers 
(who  fortunately  was  familiar  with  the  French 
language)  in  despairing  indignation  at  the 
inability  of  some  other  customers  who  failed 
to  understand  his  French  and  grossly  inade- 
quate English  jargon,  with  the  exclamation, 
*'Me  voild  vingt  ans  dans  ce  sacre  pays,  et  on  ne 
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me  comprend  pas  encore!"  Our  ordinary  trav- 
elling Briton's  objedionableness  is  not  pal- 
liated by  such  a  touch  of  humour.  It  does 
not  even  possess  the  sublime  pugnacity  of 
charadler,  redeeming  the  ignorance  of  the 
war-like  British  Tar,  who,  after  having  severely 
handled  some  objedlionable  Spaniard  with 
whom  he  had  come  to  blows,  and  interro- 
gated for  his  reasons  by  the  Magistrate  at 
Gibraltar,  replied,  "What  are  you  to  do  with 
a  blighter  who  calls  a  *at  a  *  Sombrero'?" 

I  must  complete  my  list  of  illustrations  of 
this  militantly  ignorant  national  provincialism 
and  patriotic  arrogance,  by  an  experience 
of  my  own.  When  returning  from  America 
on  one  of  the  great  ocean  liners  and  con- 
versing with  an  officer  of  one  of  our  services 
(which,  fortunately,  has  very  few  specimens 
of  such  mental  inferiority  in  its  distinguished 
and  efficient  body)  he  assured  me  that  he  had 
formed  a  very  low  opinion  of  the  American 
nation,  while  travelling  in  the  United  States, 
and  his  abuse  of  them  grew  in  intensity  with 
the  degree  of  ignorance  which  he  displayed 
about  the  American  people  and  American 
society   of   all    classes.    As    a   climax   to   his 
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diatribe  he  ended  with  the  pathetic  protest 
against  their  use  of  the  EngUsh  language,  with 
the  words:  "And  what  do  you  think  of  peo- 
ple who  call  a  biscuit  a  cracker?" 

This  type  of  aggressive  Englishman  is  dis- 
gusted with  the  food  (which  plays  such  an 
important  part  in  his  life)  which  he  has  to 
eat.  Seated  before  a  most  exquisitely  pre- 
pared dish  by  a  French  Cordon  Bleu,  or 
some  provincial  hourgeoise  innkeeper's  wife 
(who  could  perhaps  instrudl  the  best  English 
cooks,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  tastiness, 
but  also  the  economy  of  the  art  of  cookery), 
he  reviles  it  as  "foreign  kickshaws"  and, 
with  pathetic  longing,  recalls  the  various  con- 
stituents of  his  ordinary  English  fare,  from 
roast-beef  to  pork-chops,  from  the  thick  gravy 
soups  in  contrast  to  the  French  consommes 
to  hot  mulligatawny,  from  the  infinitely  varied 
forms  of  preparing  potatoes  and  other  vege- 
tables to  the  monotonous  reiteration  of  the 
vegetables  boiled  in  water,  from  their  artistic 
combinations  of  sauces  to  the  monotonous 
gravy,  culminating  in  white  "bookbinder's 
paste,"  and  ending  in  bread-sauce.  Even 
when  asking  for  a  simple  cup  of  tea,  he  rec- 
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ognizes  the  flagrant  inferiority  of  the  race 
among  whom  he  is  doomed  to  tarry  by  being 
presented  with  a  glass  of  pale  sherry-coloured 
Russian  Tea,  or  outside  Russia,  yet  similar 
in  colour,  with  some  exquisite  quality  of 
China  tea  imported  overland  by  the  caravan 
route,  because  it  differs  essentially  from  the 
dark  brew,  often  boiled  for  a  long  time,  which 
he  is  accustomed  to  drink  at  home.  If  he 
be  of  a  superior  class,  and  one  who  has  en- 
joyed the  advantages  of  public  school  educa- 
tion, he  carries  with  him  not  so  much  the 
good  standards  and  customs  of  living  and 
deportment  evolved  by  each  one  of  these 
schools,  but  he  applies  them  all  with  pitiless 
absoluteness  to  the  differing  life  of  foreign 
peoples  and  indiscriminately  to  the  social 
classification  within  each  one  of  these  foreign 
nations.  He  does  this  abroad  as  at  home, 
the  Eton,  Winchester,  Harrow  and  Rugby 
man  or  boy  asserts  the  validity  and  domi- 
nance of  his  own  customs  and  standards  against 
the  rival  large  school,  and,  still  more  markedly, 
against  the  code  of  morals  and  manners  and 
the  social  types  evolved  by  the  school  to  which 
"Stalky  and  Co."  belong,  who,  by  the  master 
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brush  of  the  great  Hterary  artist,  Mr.  KipHng, 
have  been  portrayed  with  all  their  distindlive 
qualities  as  well  as  with  their  repulsive  and 
highly  dangerous  faults.  At  home  and  es- 
pecially abroad,  we  may  meet  in  all  walks  of 
life,  not  excluding  those  which  demand,  nay, 
absolutely  require,  the  most  wide-minded  ex- 
perience of  the  world,  sympathetic  imagina- 
tion and  adaptive  deportment,  —  even  in  our 
diplomatic  service  —  men  who  are,  and  will 
ever  remain  "public  school  boys"  and  noth- 
ing more.  Constantly  using  the  finally  con- 
demnatory attribute  of  "bounder"  towards 
their  fellow-subjects  at  home  (even  if  it  be 
only  in  anticipatory  self-defence),  they  use  it 
with  the  greatest  readiness  and  frequency 
with  regard  to  all  manner  of  people  abroad. 
So  absolute  is  their  conception  of  the  validity 
of  these  standards  in  the  unadulterated  pro- 
vincialism evolved  by  each  one  of  these  smaller 
social  and  educational  centres  that,  besides 
exadling  unconditional  acceptance,  they  can- 
not even  conceive  of  the  world  outside  and 
abroad  being  ignorant  of  their  nature  and 
laws.  The  gracefully  attractive  instance  of 
this  mental  attitude  is  illustrated  by  the  story 
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of  the  small  lower-form  Eton  boy  who  ran 
away  from  his  school,  but  was  caught  and 
brought  back  from  Datchet,  "How  did  you 
manage  to  escape?"  he  was  asked  by  his 
master  on  his  return.  "Oh,  Sir,  I  disguised 
myself!"  "And  how  did  you  do  that?"  "I 
put  my  collar  inside  my  waistcoat  and  but- 
toned my  lowest  waistcoat  button." 

Many  of  these  types  of  objedlionable  Brit- 
ons whom  we  may  meet  abroad,  may  be 
members  of  superior  social  classes,  who  have 
had  the  best  educational  opportunities  in 
their  bringing  up.  We  need  not  dwell  upon 
and  further  enlarge  our  Hst  of  the  grossly 
objedionable  and  assertive  classes  of  travel- 
ling Englishmen,  who,  from  the  foreign  set- 
ting in  which  they  stand  out  in  their  coarse 
and  ignorant  vulgarity,  fill  the  true  English 
gentleman  with  shame  and  with  disgust. 

FRANCE 

Whoever  has  had  the  privilege  of  meeting 
abroad,  or  of  living  among,  men  and  women 
of  the  best  breeding  and  highest  refinement 
in  France,  must  have  realized  that  the  world 
has    hardly    evolved    more    attractive    speci- 
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mens  of  social  beings  than  are  these  produdls 
of  the  long  and  continuous  cultured  history 
of  that  nation.  The  graceful  and,  at  the 
same  time,  clear  use  of  their  beautiful  and 
elegant  language  is  in  harmony  with  the  un- 
obtrusive care  which  they  bestow  upon  their 
person  and  the  good  taste  displayed  by  them, 
in  their  turn  stimulating  the  widespread  in- 
dustry of  the  country  which  thus  establishes 
a  standard  of  taste  for  the  whole  world.  This 
again  harmonises  with  the  natural  grace  of 
movement  which  enables  the  women  especi- 
ally to  wear  their  clothes  as  no  others  can 
and,  free  from  all  awkwardness,  to  endow  the 
movements  of  their  body  and  the  expression 
of  their  faces  and  moderate  use  of  telling 
gesture,  with  an  attractiveness  which  makes 
intercourse,  in  whatever  society  they  are 
placed,  a  source  of  almost  artistic  gratifica- 
tion to  every  one  with  whom  they  come  in 
contadl.  Though  naturally  endowed  with  the 
cordial  demonstrativeness  in  such  strong  con- 
trast to  the  heavy  insensibility  of  the  more 
stolid  races,  unlike  the  less  well-bred  French- 
man or  other  Latin  or  Southern  people,  they 
have  this  capital  of  social  attracfliveness  com- 
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pletely  in  control,  and  can  impose  upon  this 
friendly  impulse  a  reserve  which  endows  them, 
when  appropriate,  with  a  dignity  of  manner  of 
the  same  quality  as  that  possessed  to  so  high 
a  degree  by  their  English  counterparts.  If 
one  may  venture  upon  so  highly-generalized 
a  comparison  within  the  complexity  and  di- 
versity of  nations,  one  would  surely  be  justi- 
fied in  saying,  that  among  no  other  people 
can  be  found  to  the  same  degree  of  refinement 
and  wide  distribution  the  presence  of  that 
supreme  social  virtue  conveyed  by  the  word 
tact.  As  has  so  often  been  shown,  true  tact 
arises  out  of  sympathetic  considerateness  of 
the  feelings  of  others;  and  it  requires  for  its 
eff'edlive  development  in  condudl  that  native 
sensibility  of  temperament  which  the  Latin 
races  possess  to  a  higher  degree  than  the 
sturdy  "Nordics,"  but  which  can  only  be 
turned  into  real  social  efficiency  and  unfail- 
ing pervasiveness  by  the  continuous  adlivity 
and  tradition  of  a  highly-civilized  community, 
such  as  the  historical  development  of  France 
has  given  to  its  people.  And  within  this  na- 
tion again  it  applies  chiefly  to  those  who 
have  received  or  created  for  themselves  the 
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opportunities  for  refined  and  diversified  social 
intercourse,  of  trained  experience  and  varied 
thought  and  taste. 

These  highest  representatives  of  the  French 
nation  and  its  society  have  travelled  abroad 
and  are  cognizant  of  the  Hterature,  thought 
and  art  of  other  nations;  they  have  established 
relationship  with  congenial  people  in  foreign 
countries  and  keep  these  alive  by  visits  or 
by  correspondence.  They  are  highly  appre- 
ciative of  all  that  is  best  in  the  Hves,  customs 
and  traditions  of  those  who  for  them  are 
"foreigners'^  and,  without  in  any  way  reHn- 
quishing  their  own  customs  and  traditions, 
they  can  adopt  what  they  consider  best  in 
these  foreign  qualities  and,  in  any  case,  adapt 
themselves  to  the  lives  of  those  who  differ 
from  them. 

Now  it  is  grossly  untrue  to  maintain  that 
these  social  qualities  are  in  France  to  be  found 
only  in  one  restricted  class  or  group  of  people, 
who  are  identified  with  the  past  aristocratic 
traditions  or  the  aristocratic  court-life  of 
the  Ancien  Regime.  The  denizens  of  the 
Faubourg  St.  Germain  still  produce  many 
notable  and  admirable  representatives  of  this 
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higher  type,  who  retain  what  is  good  from 
the  traditions  of  the  past,  and  without  pre- 
tence or  aggressive  (and  therefore  vulgar) 
assertiveness,  Hve  up  to  these  traditions,  while 
adapting  themselves  to  the  life  of  the  present. 
But  there  are  also  to  be  found  among  their 
numbers  —  and  these  often  the  most  loudly 
assertive  —  many  who  have  only  retained  the 
vices  and  weaknesses  of  the  Ancien  Regime, 
while  adopting  in  their  lives  all  the  pursuits, 
ambitions  and  vulgarities  which  modern  eco- 
nomical, political  and  social  conditions  have 
evolved.  But,  quite  separate  from  this  nar- 
rower group,  among  the  learned  men,  scholars, 
scientists  and  leading  representatives  of  pub- 
lic life,  of  literature  and  art,  even  among  the 
well-educated  and  highly-cultured  men  of  af- 
fairs in  commerce  and  industry,  these  repre- 
sentative types  of  the  French  gentleman  are 
to  be  found  in  large  numbers.  Their  family 
and  home  life  is  free  from  those  vices  and 
excesses  which  have  afforded  the  dominant 
themes  to  the  powerful  fidlion  of  the  more 
"realistic"  school  among  their  famous  writers. 
AfFeAion  and  unostentatious  inwardness  per- 
vade the  life  of  the  family  circle. 
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We  are  not  overstating  our  case  when  we 
maintain  that  art  and  Uterature  in  every  form 
constitute  a  more  real  and  vital  interest  in  the 
acflual  life  of  these  circles  than  is  the  case  with 
any  other  nation  among  civilized  people. 
And  his  real  and  vivid  interest  (in  part  evoked 
and  developed  by  the  pervasiveness  of  taste 
within  the  principal  industries  of  the  country) 
reaches  down  to  the  labouring  classes,  further 
down  than  in  any  other  country.  Who  can 
not  recall  similar  instances  from  his  own  expe- 
rience such  as  I  have  had,  for  instance,  when 
studying  the  exhibit  of  Art  Retrospedif  at  a 
former  Paris  exhibition,  and  when  I  heard  a 
workman  in  his  dark  blue  blouse  telling  his 
wife  "  Vois-tUy  Marie,  qa  cest  du  Henri  III,  et 
qa  c^est  du  Louis  XV — ah,  que  c'est    beau!'' 

To  whatever  class  in  the  rough  and  ready 
classification  of  by-gone  ages  they  may  be- 
long, these  gentlemen  of  France  exist;  and 
they  have  shown  that,  in  addition  to  the  softer 
and  more  graceful  social  quahties,  they  pos- 
sess to  the  highest  degree  pluck  and  grit,  the 
heroic  courage  which  they  have  demonstrated 
on  the  hills  and  in  the  valleys  surrounding 
Verdun. 
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What  are  the  feelings  of  such  a  Frenchman 
when,  in  the  railway  carriage  while  travelling 
abroad,  he  meets  the  other  Frenchmen  with 
their  families.  Their  dress  loudly  pronounces 
them  to  be  French,  partaking  to  an  over- 
whelming degree  their  share  to  the  claim  of 
the  gloire  of  la  grande  nation.  The  man's 
bow-knot  tie,  hanging  down  over  his  coat, 
asserts  this  claim  with  every  flap  as  it  flutters 
in  the  wind;  with  noisy  self-assurance  they 
have  taken  possession  of  the  compartment, 
unregardful,  in  fact,  quite  unconscious  of  the 
presence  of  any  other  occupants.  They  be- 
gin to  unpack  their  provisions  from  baskets 
and  paper  packages  and,  following  their  usual 
table-habits,  in  default  of  napkins  they  tuck 
their  handkerchiefs  inside  their  collars  pre- 
paratory to  their  noisy  meal.  The  acfl  of 
eating  is  not  only  made  manifest  to  the  eye, 
but  is  forced  into  the  ears  of  the  company 
with  every  mouthful.  In  between  it  is  em- 
phasized by  specific  remarks  on  the  quaHty 
of  each  article  of  food,  by  every  adl  of  giving  or 
receiving  their  portions,  and  this  constant 
babble  and  hilarity  produce  loud  commo- 
tion, which  makes  it  impossible  for  others  to 
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converse  or  to  read  and  think  in  peace.  They 
will  even  impart  to  the  company  about  them, 
though  talking  to  each  other,  fadls  connedled 
with  the  personal  details  of  life  which  the 
justified  restraint  of  civilized  taste  has  rele- 
gated to  privacy.  When  their  eyes  turn  to 
the  world  outside,  they  will  note  with  undue 
amusement  the  difference  between  the  way 
of  living,  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
country  in  which  they  are  travelling  and  their 
own,  with  an  undoubted  assumption  that  their 
own  must  be  the  normal  standards  of  the 
world  and  every  deviation  from  these  must 
be  a  freakish  excrescence  or  some  mark  of 
national  inferiority.  They  are  in  this  respecfl 
very  much  like  their  English  counterpart, 
the  difference  only  being  that,  whereas  the 
one  manifests  his  national  arrogance  with 
coarse  and  stolid  insistence,  they  do  it  with 
child-like  demonstrativeness  and  ebuHience  of 
spirit. 

It  may  be  held  that  such  people  belong  to 
the  lower  classes  with  inferior  standards  of 
breeding  and  education.  But  such  is  not  the 
case.  In  different  forms  the  same  objection- 
able  characteristics   will    manifest   themselves 
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among  members  of  every  class.  Let  me  but 
give  one  instance  from  my  own  personal  ex- 
perience, which  will  be  additionally  appro- 
priate as  illustrating  how  the  predominant 
feelings  of  attradlion  and  repulsion,  love  and 
hate,  among  whole  nations  may  change  from 
one  extreme  to  another  in  comparatively  a 
short  span  of  time. 

More  than  twenty  years  ago  I  received  an 
invitation  to  dine  with  the  British  admiral 
commanding  the  Mediterranean  fleet  on  his 
flagship  in  one  of  the  Mediterranean  ports. 
The  dinner  was  given  to  the  officers  of  the 
French  fleet  which  had  just  arrived  at  the 
same  port.  I  found  myself  placed  at  dinner 
nearly  opposite  to  the  admiral,  towards  the 
middle  of  the  long  side  of  the  table,  and  on  my 
right  was  the  wife  of  one  of  the  French  superior 
officers  who  had  just  joined  her  husband. 
She  was  attracflive  in  looks  and  manifested 
considerable  elegance  in  dress  and  manners, 
and  would  certainly  have  been  considered  a 
woman  of  the  world.  I  soon  found  that, 
having  been  presented  to  her  in  my  official  ca- 
pacity as  connected  with  an  American  insti- 
tution, though  I   held,   and  was  occupied  in, 
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an  English  academic  position,  she  was  un- 
aware of  the  latter  fad:,  and  assumed  that  as 
an  American,  my  political  preferences  were 
in  no  way  favourable  to  England  —  an  opin- 
ion no  doubt  strengthened  by  the  fadl  that 
there  had  been  not  long  before  some  tension 
between  the  governments  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  At  an  early  stage  of  the 
dinner  she  began  to  criticize  our  hosts,  start- 
ing with  their  ignorance  of  manners  as  shown 
by  the  placing  of  the  guests  at  table,  and 
from  this  she  proceeded  to  make  unfriendly 
and  disparaging  remarks  about  ^^ces  Anglais^* 
in  general.  Our  host  had  marked  the  official 
nature  of  the  dinner  by  placing  the  French 
admiral  and  his  next  in  command  on  either 
side  of  himself.  The  only  lady  present  was 
placed  opposite  to  him.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  to  me  was  assigned  the  honour  of  being 
her  table-companion  because  of  my  familiar- 
ity with  her  own  language.  Her  criticism, 
however,  was  not  evoked  by  any  dissatisfac- 
tion with  the  place  that  had  been  assigned  to 
her,  but  by  the  distribution  and  seating  of 
the  French  officers.  The  true  ground  of  her 
criticism  was  the  assumption  that  the  French 
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customs  and  rules  of  precedence  must  be  valid 
and  should  prevail  in  every  country.  Our 
host  had  followed  the  usual  English  custom, 
thoroughly  justified  by  the  spirit  of  hospital- 
ity (which  aims  at  making  the  guest  a  part  of 
the  home),  by  placing  each  one  of  the  foreign- 
ers between  two  of  his  own  officers,  wherever 
possible.  The  result  was  that  some  of  the 
French  superior  officers  were  thus  placed  be- 
tween junior  officers  of  the  ship,  who  accord- 
ing to  EngHsh  custom,  were  their  hosts.  My 
fair  neighbour  was  most  emphatic  in  reviling 
the  ignorance  and  arrogance  of  the  English 
in  this  gross  breach  of  manners  and  etiquette. 

"In  France,"  she  said,  "the  officers  must  all 
sit  strictly  according  to  their  rank.  Because 
they  are  English  they  think  that  an  officer 
of  inferior  rank  can  be  placed  above  a  foreigner 
of  superior  rank." 

I  at  last  succeeded  in  making  clear  to  her 
the  spirit  and  rule  of  English  hospitality, 
and  to  assure  her  that  no  offence  was  intended 
and  that,  on  the  contrary,  our  host  had  de- 
sired to  show  every  regard  for  his  visitors  in 
adding  to  their  comfort,  by  making  them  feel 
thoroughly  at  home;   and  ventured  to  suggest 
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that  in  all  the  different  national  manners  we 
could  always,  if  we  tried,  discover  the  rationaley 
the  just  spirit  and  purpose  out  of  which  they 
had  grown;  and  I  also  ventured  to  believe, 
that  in  no  country  was  hospitality  developed 
to  so  high  and  efficient  a  degree  as  in  England. 
**It  would  be  a  pity,"  I  continued,  "if  the  re- 
sult of  the  friendly  advances  made  by  the 
British  admiral  had  on  this  occasion  led  to 
such  a  misunderstanding  and  estrangement, 
owing  entirely  to  the  fatal  practice  of  not 
endeavouring  to  understand  foreign  customs 
and  to  admit  their  vaHdity." 

As  our  conversation  had  such  a  diredl  bear- 
ing upon  the  mischievous  influence  of  national 
Chauvinism,  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  the 
further  development  of  our  talk.  I  found  in 
her,  not  only  the  manifest  tacit  assumption 
of  the  superiority  of  everything  French,  but 
to  a  marked  degree  an  irresistible  tendency  to 
be  denigrante  and  to  depreciate  all  other 
nationalities,  her  whole  attitude  of  mind  in- 
dicating an  unfriendly,  if  not  an  inimical,  at- 
titude towards  all  "foreigners."  At  last,  at 
the  risk  of  being  heavy  and  magisterial  in  con- 
versation and  out  of  harmony  with  the  spirit 
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of  the  social  occasion,  I  turned  upon  her  and 
asked  her  which  one  of  the  foreign  nations 
she  admired  and  Hked. 

—  "The  Germans?" 

—  *^  Ah,  monsieur,  mats  vous  plaisantez,  c*est 
le  refus  des  peuples  de  la  terre." 

—  "The  EngHsh,  I  have  already  gathered, 
you  do  not  like  or  admire.  How  about  the 
ItaHans?" 

—  "7^  les  deteste;  Us  sont  per  fides  et  com- 
muns." 

—  **  Les  Americains?^* 

—  "  Ceux  du  sud  sont  des  rastaquaires,  ceux 
du  nord,  s*ils  ne  sont  pas  comme  les  Anglais, 
ce  nest  pas  encore  un  peuple.** 

The  inhabitants  of  the  small  European 
countries,  including  her  neighbours  the  Bel- 
gians, did  not  fare  any  better,  in  facfl  worse. 
At  the  end,  I  turned  to  the  ally  of  France,  i.e., 
the  Russians,  "Though  they  are  your  allies, 
madame,  you  are  not  going  to  make  me  believe 
that  you  really  admire  and  love  them  as  a 
nation." 

She  smiled  and  shrugged  her  shoulders, 
turning  her  hands  outward  with  that  signifi- 
cant gesture  of  doubt  and  admission: 
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—  *' Eh  hien,  oui,  il  faut  admettre  que  si  vous 
grattez  le  Russe  vous  trouverez  le  Tartar eT 

I  then  made  bold  to  alter  the  tone  of  con- 
versation into  a  more  serious  and  deeper  one. 

—  "Who  is  there  in  this  world  who  remains 
for  you  to  like,  madame?  Every  single  nation- 
ality which  I  have  enumerated,  you  either 
despise  or  hate,  or  both.  My  dear  ma- 
dame, this  is  really  unworthy  of  you.  You 
appear  to  be  a  woman  of  intelligence  and  of 
a  native  kindjiess  of  heart  which  you  cannot 
succeed  in  denying  or  hiding.  But  according 
to  what  you  have  just  shown  me  your  whole 
nature  is  made  up  of  hate  and  there  is  no  room 
for  love.  You  are  a  Christian  woman,  are 
you  not?" 

—  "7^  Vesper e,  Monsieur.'* 

—  "Well  then,  where  have  you  left  Christ, 
and  His  teaching.?  Are  you  to  hate  all  your 
fellow-beings,  because  they  do  not  happen  to 
be  Frenchmen?  (I  am  sure  that  there  are 
many  Frenchmen,  in  classes  and  in  individuals, 
whom  you  do  not  admire,  whom  you  despise, 
dislike  and  even  hate.)  Surely,  il  y  a  des 
braves  gens  partout;  and  you  must  seek  them 
and  fraternise  with  them  and  avoid  those  who 
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are  bad  and  vulgar.  If  you  had  your  way, 
in  accordance  with  what  you  have  just  been 
indicating  to  me,  there  would  be  nothing 
but  sanguinary  war  all  over  the  world,  each 
nation  fighting  the  other,  because  they  hated 
them  as  savage  animals  and  primitive  men 
were  wont  to  do.  As  a  Christian  woman, 
and  a  woman  of  sense  and  justice  you  must 
try  to  cultivate  the  other  side  of  your  nature, 
etc.,  etc." 

Here  followed  an  incident  which  again  is 
typically  illustrative  of  the  peculiar  national 
qualities  of  the  people  from  whom  she  came. 
Almost  suddenly  she  turned  to  me  with  a 
frankness  as  truthfully  expressive  in  its  de- 
monstrativeness  as  were  her  querulousness  and 
vindidliveness  before,  and,  with  a  complete 
change  in  the  expression  of  her  countenance 
and  a  softness  and  sincerity  in  the  ring  of  her 
voice  she  said  — 

— ^^  Ah,  vous  avez  hien  raison,  Monsieur,  fai 
eu  tort  —  il  faut  tacher  d* aimer. ''^ 

In  giving  this  slight  instance  at  length,  I 
think  it  worth  pointing  out,  as  confirming 
my  main  thesis,  that  the  original  attitude  of 
this   Frenchwoman  towards  her  British  hosts 
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and  foreigners  in  general,  were  not  those  of 
the  ignorant  passionate  plebeian,  but  of  one 
who  had  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  of  superior 
education  and  position,  and  who  diredlly  or 
indiredlly  had  some  modicum  of  influence 
aff'eding  the  pi/blic  affairs  of  a  nation,  which 
might  at  that  time  have  gone  to  war  with 
people  now  their  allies. 

GERMANY 

In  dealing  with  Germany,  I  might  be  spared 
the  great  strain  on  the  faculties  of  self-detach- 
ment and  passionless  justice  of  attempting 
to  give,  on  the  side  of  praise,  a  picture  of  the 
German  gentleman,  after  the  soul-revolting 
experiences  in  this  war,  culminating  in  the 
driving  to  slavery  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
occupied  French  and  Belgian  territories,  and, 
preceding  their  retreat,  in  the  desecration  of 
churches  and  sepulchral  monuments  and  the 
cutting  down  of  mute  and  helpless  fruit-trees. 
I  can  the  more  readily  dispense  with  such  a 
tour-de-force  of  sympathetic  altruism,  as  in 
my  book  ^^ Aristodemocracy"  (pp.  29,  seq.). 
I  have  .  endeavoured  fully  to  delineate  the 
charaderistics  of  the  true  gentlemen  and  the 
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best  types  of  other  classes  in  the  Germany  of 
old,  as  contrasted  with  the  type  of  the  modern 
Streber  evolved  by  their  militaristic  policy  of 
the  last  forty  years. 

Such  a  man,  as  I  have  previously  described, 
would  feel,  while  travelling  abroad,  the  same 
repulsion  and  disgust  at  the  objedlionable 
"patriotic"  types  of  his  own  countrymen 
whom  he  met,  which  any  other  foreigner 
would  experience,  intensified  in  his  own  case 
by  the  fad:  that  national  ties  made  him  partly 
responsible  for  the  blatant  vulgarity  and  truc- 
ulence  which  charaderize  the  hypertrophised 
German.  Like  all  these  objedlionable  national 
types,  the  nationahstic  Teuton  manifests,  per- 
haps more  loudly  and  obtrusively,  his  assump- 
tion that  his  own  social  manners  furnish  the 
absolute  standard  for  the  rest  of  the  world. 
The  reticent  and  reserved  Englishman,  who 
possesses  finer  shadings  of  social  breeding 
within  the  naturalness  and  even  nonchalance 
of  his  social  manners,  is  entirely  misunder- 
stood by  the  German,  who  sees  in  this  re- 
serve and  naturalness  of  deportment  (which 
perhaps  mark  the  highest  stage  of  social 
development)    ignorance    of    the    customs    in 
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good  society,  lack  of  breeding,  awkwardness, 
or  even  boorishness.  To  him,  whose  dress 
in  its  tightness  and  stiffness  always  contains 
reminiscences  of  the  officer's  uniform,  the 
spasmodic  and  angular  bearing,  movements 
and  indication  of  social  amenity  are  the  mark 
of  good  breeding  and  distinction.  The  way 
in  which  he  enters  the  drawing-room  at  any 
social  gathering,  advances  to  one  of  the  guests, 
claps  his  heels  together  and  straightens  out 
his  body  with  stiff  abruptness,  jerks  his  head 
forward  in  lieu  of  bowing,  proclaims  with 
military  precision  his  own  name,  including 
title  and  all  other  quahfications  by  way  of 
self-introduction,  may  be  evolved  by  national 
conditions  of  social  Hfe  and,  in  so  far,  be  jus- 
tified, and  may  mark  in  Germany  itself  his 
claims  to  good  breeding.  But  there  is  no 
valid  reason  why  they  should  be  adopted  in 
other  countries  by  other  people,  and  why  they 
should  be  considered,  not  only  in  themselves 
the  most  effective  means  of  adding  to  the 
grace  and  freedom  of  social  intercourse,  but 
even  to  be  used  as  the  touchstone  for  the 
possession  of  good  manners  by  others;  so 
that  he  who  does  not  conform  to  them  is  ar- 
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rogantly  condemned  as  either  devoid  of  all 
good  manners  or  possessed  of  inferior  ones. 
The  same  applies,  in  a  still  more  marked 
degree,  to  his  table-habits,  even  in  the 
most  distinguished  circles,  to  the  manifestation 
of  the  great  importance  which  is  attached 
to  the  various  dishes,  and  especially  the  wines; 
the  meal  itself  terminating  with  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  bow,  to  which  may  be  added  the 
hand-kiss  to  the  lady  and  the  old-fashioned 
formula  ^'Gesegnete  Mahlzeit"  now  substi- 
tuted by  the  curtailed  and  abrupt  form  of 
"Mabheitr'  We  should  be  falling  into  the 
same  sin  of  provincialism  and  social  chauvin- 
ism if  we  did  not  admit  and  recognize  the 
justification  of  such  national  customs,  which 
may  even  have  added  to  them  the  mellow- 
ness of  a  long  historical  evolution.  Neverthe- 
less we  must  maintain  that  the  acfl  of  eating 
and  drinking  and  the  importance  which  food 
and  drink  hold  in  the  Hfe  of  civilized  people, 
might  well  be  relegated  to  an  inferior  position 
in  their  conscious  social  life;  that  all  that  con- 
cerns them  might  be  taken  for  granted,  and 
that,  when  thus  relegated  to  the  background, 
a  higher  stage  of  civilization  is  reached. 
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Still  more  disgusted  will  our  refined  German 
be  when  he  finds  himself  in  a  railway  carriage 
with  a  group  of  countrymen  corresponding 
to  the  French  family  we  have  described  be- 
fore. The  Jaeger-clad  men  and  women  mani- 
fest the  same  disregard  of  the  people  about 
them  as  shown  by  our  Gallic  family,  though 
there  is  less  ebullience  and  lightness  of  spirit 
in  their  demonstrative  self-absorption.  There 
is  also  less  bonhomie  and  human  kindliness, 
but  a  stolid  disregard  of  others,  with  an  al- 
most defiant  and  conscious  assertion  of  their 
separateness  and  their  determination  to  as- 
sert their  own  claims  against  those  of  any- 
body else.  As  a  matter  of  fadl,  such  types 
are  clearly  conscious  of  their  foreign  neigh- 
bours owing  to  their  native  virtue,  their  pas- 
sion for  information,  their  Wissbegierde,  which, 
in  their  case,  degenerates  into  mere  curiosity 
{Neugierde).  They  will  soon  begin  a  con- 
versation with  the  other  occupants  of  the 
carriage.  They  have,  by  the  way,  before 
this  resented  the  fadl  that  he  should  not  have 
more  adequately  responded  to  their  saluta- 
tion when  they  entered,  following  the  custom 
of  their  own  country   and   have  thus  —  per- 
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haps  in  this  case  with  some  justice  —  been 
confirmed  in  their  unshakeable  convidlions 
that  their  own  manners  are  better  than  those 
of  their  foreign  fellow-traveller.  Not  infre- 
quently they  manifest  the  advantage  which 
German  school  education  has  over  that  of 
other  countries,  in  their  ability  to  make  them- 
selves understood  in  the  foreign  language  of 
their  unknown  neighbour,  who,  on  his  part, 
may  not  desire,  or  be  inclined  for,  acquaint- 
anceship or  conversation.  But  such  desires 
and  preferences  in  others  do  not  even  pene- 
trate into  the  thicker  skin  of  Teuton  sensi- 
bility; and  if  they  do  they  are  brushed  aside 
as  unworthy  of  any  consideration  on  their 
part.  The  conversation  begins,  without  any 
unnecessary  skirmishes  of  social  affability, 
with  a  diredl  frontal  attack  of  personal  ques- 
tion, about  the  country  and  nationaUty,  desti- 
nation of  travel,  the  objecfl  of  the  journey,  the 
occupation  or  position  of  this  conversational 
vidlim  in  his  own  home,  his  own  condition  of 
life,  which  may  not  infrequently  end  in  such 
pronounced  personal  interest  as  to  enquire 
into  the  salary  attached  to  the  public  or 
private   position   or   profession,  and   the   pay- 
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ing  qualities  of  the  business  in  which   he   is 
engaged. 

The  selfishness  and  querulousness  of  all 
travellers  is  notorious.  The  preference  for 
open  or  shut  windows  in  railway  carriages 
has  afforded  innumerable  opportunities  for 
animosity  and  conflidl.  I  do  not  venture  to 
say  that  the  German  is  more  selfish  and  in- 
considerate than  are  others;  but  I  do  believe 
that  in  his  struggle  for  personal  comfort  and 
privilege  while  traveUing,  he  is  more  inclined 
than  are  others  to  assert  his  nationality  while 
pressing  his  personal  claim,  and  to  give  to  it 
a  touch  of  Chauvinistic  rivalry  with  a  quasi- 
justification  of  national  antagonism.  On  leav- 
ing the  train  and  proceeding  to  the  various 
hotels  in  Italy  or  on  the  Riviera,  our  refined 
German  again  feels  the  same  shame,  almost 
personal  humiHation,  when  he  enters  the  din- 
ing-room or  other  public  rooms  of  these  hotels, 
say,  during  the  Easter  hoHdays,  and  there 
finds  a  mass  of  his  own  blatant  co-nationahsts 
taking  full  and  unquestioned  possession  of 
every  place  in  which  they  congregate.  He  is 
bound  to  contrast  with  the  tone  then  prevail- 
ing the  quiet  and  peaceful  atmosphere  which 
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reigned  in  these  same  localities  but  a  short 
time  before,  when  there  was  found  there  a 
marked  majority  of  visitors  from  other  coun- 
tries instead  of  from  his  own.  Where,  before 
this,  people  could  talk  or  read  in  comfort, 
life  is  now  made  unbearable  by  the  buzz  and 
babel  of  loud  and  strident  voices;  emphatic 
assertion,  unrestrained  laughter  rise  above 
the  general  din,  with  every  now  and  then  a 
shrill  ejaculation  of  "reizend,^'  '* himmlisch^* 
and  '^ pracbtvoll,"  ''colossal,"  or  ** abscheulicb,'' 
** unerhorty"  "ganz  infant.'*  The  Englishman's 
proverbial  superciliousness  and  inconsiderate- 
ness  are  at  all  events  passive,  and  leave  others 
to  follow  their  own  lives  and  incHnations,  in 
which  he  manifests  no  interest  whatever. 
The  German  is  not  passive,  but  violently 
active,  fully  aware  and  clearly  conscious  of 
the  lives  and  desires  of  others,  hut  militantly 
ready  to  oppose  his  own  desires  and  to  assert 
their  domination  over  them.  At  such  mo- 
ments and  with  such  experiences  our  German 
gentleman  finds  it  hard  to  be  a  patriot. 
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THE   AMERICAN   GENTLEMAN 

When  we  consider  the  United  States,  the 
comparative  newness  of  national  develop- 
ment and  the  more  fluid  state  of  national 
evolution,  owing  to  the  constant  infusion  of 
more  recent  alien  elements,  in  no  way  pre- 
clude the  distindlive  national  charadler  which 
has  been  rapidly  and  intensely  soHdified  by 
history  and  by  the  markedly  distinctive  con- 
ditions of  political  and  economical  life  and 
the  natural  conditions  of  the  country  itself. 
The  American  is  thus  as  distinctive  and  in- 
dividual an  entity  as  is  any  denizen  of  the 
several  European  countries  and  nationalities, 
though  the  changes  and  fluctuations  in  the 
social  organization  and  its  tone,  and  in  the 
dominance  of  any  one  social  type,  are  more 
abrupt  and  frequent  than  in  European  com- 
munities. I  need  not  attempt  at  any  length 
to  delineate  his  distinctive  features,  nor  the 
attracflive  type  of  the  American  gentleman  of 
the  last  generation,  as  I  have  already  referred 
to  him  in  Aristodemocracy  (p.  305).  This  is 
still  less  necessary  as  in  the  main  lines  of 
his  charac^ler,  deportment  and  taste,  he  corres- 
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ponds  in  all  essentials  to  the  English  gentle- 
man. But  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  (and 
one  to  which  Lowell  in  his  essay  on  "A  Cer- 
tain Condescension  in  Foreigners"  has  drawn 
attention),  to  consider  them  as  identical,  and 
to  impose  the  standards  of  the  one  upon  the 
other  in  judging  them.  A  still  greater  mis- 
take is  made  by  Europeans  in  selecting,  as 
the  prominent  and  most  representative  types 
of  the  best  that  America  has  produced,  the 
people  who  owe  their  prominence  to  wealth 
only,  and  to  the  selection  which  is  made  for 
publication  by  the  European  Press  and  es- 
pecially by  that  sedlion  of  the  Press  which 
ministers  to  the  morbid  interest  of  the  read- 
ers of  social  columns.  For  the  admirable 
type  with  which  I  am  dealing  rarely  obtrudes 
itself  into  public  notice,  and  avoids  the  pub- 
licity bestowed  by  the  Press. 

Within  the  numerous  points  of  similarity 
between  the  American  and  English  gentleman 
there  are  certain  differences  greatly  adding  to 
the  admirableness  and  attradliveness  of  the 
American  type,  and  these  differences  can  be 
traced  back  to  the  peculiar  conditions  of 
American   life  which   have   evolved   the  type. 
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Thus  the  American,  while  not  deprived  of  a 
certain  dignity  of  his  own,  is  more  socially 
approachable  and  more  avenant  than  is  the 
Englishman.  He  manifests  greater  sensibil- 
ity and  the  desire  to  please  and  to  help  all 
those  with  whom  he  comes  into  contadl. 
Were  we  to  express  it  in  terms  of  ethnology 
(though  this  would  be  absurdly  unscientific 
and  misleading),  we  might  say,  that  he  was 
the  EngHshman  with  a  dash  of  the  French- 
man, the  Nordic  with  a  dash  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the  Aryan  with  a  dash  of  the  Semite 
in  him.  This  difference  may  possibly  be 
due,  to  some  extent,  to  the  differences  of  cli- 
mate; for  in  his  country,  the  northern  winter 
abruptly  merges  into  almost  equatorial  sum- 
mer. Whatever  influence  such  primary  con- 
ditions of  natural  environment  may  have 
upon  the  formation  of  national  character 
and  even  upon  the  finer  shadings  of  social 
customs  and  manners,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  acflual  conditions  of  living,  of  public, 
private  and,  above  all,  of  social  life  pertain- 
ing to  one  country,  are  chiefly  accountable  for 
the  produdlion  of  charaderistic  and  distinc- 
tive manners  within  each   nationality.     They 
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arise  out  of,  and  are  modified  by,  the  adlual 
conditions  of  living;  and  we  might  put  this 
fad:  almost  in  the  form  of  a  "sociological 
law." 

EPISODE    ON   DIFFERENT   SHADINGS    OF 
HOSPITALITY 

In  lieu  of  a  more  searching  disquisition  on  this 
important  factor  in  the  evolution  of  national  man- 
ners, I  may  restrict  myself  to  the  investigation  of 
but  one  single  aspect  of  social  life  and  the  resultant 
customs,  in  the  form  of  an  episode  to  the  main 
theme  which  we  are  here  investigating.  Both  the 
English  and  the  American  people  are  most  hospita- 
ble. But  hospitality  has  taken  different  forms  in 
either  country  and  this  difference  is  not  always 
properly  understood  and  appreciated  by  each  one 
of  them.  American  hospitality  is  more  warm- 
heartedly profuse  and  searching;  English  hospital- 
ity is  naturally  cordial,  unobtrusively  moderate 
and  reticently  mindful  of  the  complete  freedom  of 
action  for  the  guest.  This  applies,  not  only  to  the 
large  country-house,  but  even  to  the  most  modest 
home.  But  it  must  always  be  remembered  that 
the  keynote  of  English  social  life  is  struck  in  the 
country  and  not  in  the  metropolis.  It  is  in  the 
country  that  the  Englishman  devotes  himself  to  his 
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guests  and  is  able  to  offer  them  the  most  attractive 
and  enjoyable  forms  of  hospitality.  Town  is 
meant  more  for  the  business  of  life,  even  though  the 
business  be  only  personal  amusement.  This  is  not 
the  case  in  America,  where  the  keynote  of  social 
life  is  struck  by  the  city,  and  the  attentions  of 
hospitality  are  therefore  also  concerned  with  the 
amenities  and  amusements  which  city  life  oflFers. 
Now  it  must  further  be  remembered  that  hospitality 
constitutes  an  integral  part  of  the  life  of  an  English 
country-house;  and  that  therefore  the  entertain- 
ment of  guests  is  a  frequent,  if  not  a  continuous, 
function  of  the  country  home.  From  its  very 
frequency,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  metropolis 
of  this  comparatively  small  island,  constantly  brings 
people  together,  it  is  the  general  rule  —  though 
far  from  being  absolute  —  that  the  people  who 
meet  at  the  country-house  already  know  each 
other.  The  entertainment  of  guests  is  therefore 
not  unusual,  in  fact  in  many  cases  it  is  the  rule  of 
life.  To  put  it  negatively,  it  would  be  physically 
impossible  for  the  hosts  to  give  the  greater  part  of 
their  day  to  their  guests,  as  there  would  thus  be 
no  time  left  to  fulfil  their  usual  obligations.  Posi- 
tively, however,  it  means  that  this  usual  and  familiar 
occurrence  is  also  treated  by  the  guests  as  a  more 
or  less  ordinary  living  together  in  the  temporary 
home  to  which  they  are  admitted,  and  they  do  not 
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therefore  expect  much  special  attention  beyond  a 
friendly  admission  into  the  family  circle  and  into 
the  society  of  their  fellow-guests.  To  this  must  be 
added  the  dominant  craving  of  the  Englishman 
for  social  independence,  out  of  which  grows  his 
dislike  of  "being  made  a  fuss  of."  He  is  happiest 
when  he  is  least  interfered  with.  Thus,  while 
providing  for  his  physical  comfort  and  the  usual 
forms  of  entertainment  which  the  house  itself  and 
the  surrounding  country  naturally  offer,  the  guest 
is  left  to  himself.  These  conditions  make  him 
perfectly  happy  and  do  not  interfere  with  the 
ordinary  life  and  duties  of  the  host.  The  guest 
does  not  expect  or  desire  to  be  "entertained."  It 
is  not  so  in  other  countries  and  not  to  the  same 
degree  in  the  United  States.  I  cannot  resist  from 
intruding  another  episode,  in  the  form  of  an  actual 
incident  which  illustrates  the  peculiarity  of  English 
hospitality  and  its  difference,  in  this  respect  from 
other  countries. 

An  English  widow  of  distinction  and  moderate 
means,  who  lived  in  comfort  in  a  pretty  country- 
house  in  England,  while  sojourning  abroad  made 
the  acquaintance  of  an  elegante  French  marquise  of 
attractive  character  and  personality  and  refinement 
of  manners.  A  mutual  attraction  developed  into 
intimacy.  When  their  stay  in  the  foreign  meeting- 
place  came  to  an  end,  they  vowed  eternal  friendship 
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and  promised  each  other  that,  should  they  ever 
come  to  the  respective  countries  of  either,  they 
would  pay  more  than  a  passing  visit.  Some  time 
after  this,  the  English  lady,  again  settled  in  her 
home,  was  delighted  with  the  announcement  of  her 
friend's  arrival  in  England  and  the  prospect  of  an 
immediate  visit  to  herself.  M"^^  la  marquise 
arrived  with  her  maid  and  an  enormous  mass  of 
luggage,  the  evidence  of  a  very  complete  wardrobe. 
The  hostess  was  delighted  to  learn  that  her  guest 
could  give  her  a  whole  fortnight.  Before  her  arrival 
she  had  already  planned  the  various  forms  of  enter- 
tainment which  she,  under  the  conditions  of  her 
small  country  home,  could  offer.  There  was  the 
dinner  party  to  which  the  limited  number  of  suitable 
country  neighbours  were  asked  to  meet  the  foreign 
guest;  a  garden  party  included  a  far  wider  circle 
of  all  the  people  within  reach;  a  visit  to  the  nearest 
country  town,  with  the  inspection  of  the  few  objects 
of  historic  and  artistic  interest;  drives  in  her  pony- 
carriage,  including  the  inspection  of  some  beautiful 
country  churches  (which  did  not  greatly  interest 
the  guest);  and,  as  the  marquise  did  not  play  either 
golf  or  tennis,  her  hostess  had  sent  for  a  croquet 
set  to  provide  for  the  only  form  of  sport  in  which 
the  visitor  indulged.  With  this,  the  resources  in 
social  entertainment  were  exhausted,  and  a  few 
days    sufficed    for    this    process.     In    every    other 
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respect  life  was  quiet,  peaceful  and  serene  within 
doors.  With  a  good  library  of  books,  the  chief 
distraction  of  the  occupant  of  the  house,  with  a 
beautiful  garden,  to  which  she  gave  active  and 
loving  care  herself,  and  a  typically  variegated  and 
attractive  country  about  them,  always  inviting 
their  appreciativeness  and  enjoyment  of  the  beauties 
of  nature,  the  means  of  distraction  ended. 

However,  after  the  first  days  were  spent  and  the 
more  direct  and  manifest  amusements  had  filled 
them,  there  was  nothing  left  for  entertainment. 
But  every  morning,  Mme  la  marquise  came  down 
to  breakfast,  glowing  with  expectant  avidity  for 
active  amusement,  and,  exquisitely  dressed  a 
roccasioUf  greeted  her  despairing  hostess  with  the 
exclamation:  "^uel  est  le  programme  pour  aujourd'- 
hui?" 

It  is  thus  owing  to  the  different  environ- 
ments that  the  distinctive  shadings  of  national 
customs,  manners  and  good-breeding  are 
evolved.  Moreover,  in  every  relatively  young 
country  and  community  the  need  for  mutual 
help  and  the  readiness  to  co-operate  in  every 
department  of  life,  are  more  habitually  fre- 
quent. This  produces  a  social  attitude  of 
neighbourliness  in  general,  which  accounts  for 
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the  greater  avenance  of  the  American  gentleman 
as  compared  with  the  comparative  aloofness 
—  if  not  stolidity  —  of  his  English  counter- 
part. This  instind:  of  social  independence 
and  aloofness  may  become  so  exaggerated, 
that  I  remember  an  Englishwoman  abroad, 
while  we  were  discussing  the  general  experi- 
ence of  making  "travelling  acquaintances," 
make  the  charadteristic  remark:  "It  may  be 
very  inconvenient  to  meet  people  while  one  is 
travelling,  they  might  be  one's  next-door 
neighbours." 

Another  distinctive  charaderistic  in  the  com- 
position of  the  American  gentleman  is  the  im- 
portance of  education  and  culture,  which 
play  so  prominent  a  part  in  his  personality. 
This  in  no  way  implies  learning,  and  is  in  no 
way  attached  to  the  learned  classes.  On 
the  other  hand,  more  than  in  any  other  coun- 
try and  certainly  more  than  in  England,  it 
generally  presupposes  a  university  educa- 
tion—  "the  college-bred  man."  Though  the 
many  prominent  and  admirable  universities 
throughout  the  United  States,  which  have 
each  of  them  produced  excellent  intelledlwal 
results  as  well  as  men  of  eminence  and  refine- 
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ment,  have  each  their  own  individual  character 
and  well-estabHshed  claim  to  recognition,  the 
mental  atmosphere  emanating  from  Harvard 
in  the  past  and  in  the  producflion  of  the  lead- 
ing body  of  men  in  the  last  generation,  has 
more  than  any  other  institution  given  its 
tone  to  these  intelledlual  attributes  of  the 
American  gentleman.  So  admittedly  is  this  the 
case,  that  in  the  witty  or  satirical  stories,  the 
point  of  which  lies  in  the  contrast  between 
the  various  classes  of  men  and  their  lives  and 
manners,  "the  Harvard  man,''  is  the  estab- 
lished type,  as  on  the  other  hand,  "the  young 
lady  from  Boston"  is  the  national  representa- 
tive of  culture.  Whether  or  not  satire  and 
ridicule  may  be  justified  by  pretension,  pro- 
vincialism and  pose,  the  fad:  remains  that  this 
constituent  of  social  refinement  has  had  its 
focus  in  these  centres,  and  that  the  fullest 
representatives  of  this  best  type  of  the  Ameri- 
can, whether  diredlly  produced  in  these  cen- 
tres of  American  life  or  not,  manifest  the  same 
spirit. 

Another  distinctive  characteristic  must  be 
traced  back  to  the  direcft  influence  of  the 
establishment   of  the  American   republic   and 
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the  spirit  of  its  constitution.  The  preamble 
"All  men  are  created  equal,"  to  whatever  mis- 
directed and  even  absurd  uses  it  may  have 
been  turned,  has  in  its  quintessence  formed 
the  basis  of  social  consciousness  and  has  sunk 
down  deep  into  the  soul  of  every  American. 
To  say  the  least,  it  enables  him  to  start  on 
the  social  journey  through  life  without  any 
preoccupation,  unimpeded  and  unweighted  by 
the  sense  of  immutable  and  irremovable  dis- 
qualifications on  his  own  part.  Though  in  the 
upbringing  and  in  the  social  atmosphere  of 
these  representative  types  of  Americans,  rever- 
ence for  the  aged,  hero-worship  of  the  great 
men  of  the  past,  and  enthusiastic  regard  and 
respect  for  the  men  of  great  achievement  in 
the  present,  coupled  with  chivalrous  con- 
sidateness  towards  women  (often,  however, 
carried  to  excess),  are  all  instilled  into  the 
depths  of  convidlion  and  throughout  the  sur- 
face of  habit  and  condudl  in  every  stage  of 
life,  still,  there  is  no  assumption  within  their 
mentality  or  their  deportment  of  restridled 
social  privilege  adhering  to  any  class  of  peo- 
ple; and,  on  the  other  hand,  no  social  dis- 
quahfication  attaching  to  birth  or  occupation. 
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This  makes  him  at  ease  in  every  society  and 
frees  him  from  that  "shyness"  which,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  arises  out  of  the  conscious- 
ness either  of  privilege  or  disqualification. 

These  are  the  leading  charadleristics  of  the 
American  gentleman  which  make  him  one  of 
the  most  admirable  types  of  human  beings. 

He  stands  in  marked  contrast  to  the  lower 
type  of  the  obtrusively  American;  and  his 
feelings  upon  meeting  him  while  travelling 
abroad  are  the  same  as  those  evoked  by 
their  counterparts  in  other  countries  already 
described.  The  moment  these  "spread-eagle" 
Americans  arrive  on  the  shores  of  England, 
whatever  their  interest  in  foreign  travel  may 
be,  and  however  much  amusement  and  un- 
conscious education  they  may  derive  from 
their  travels,  they  establish  and  accentuate 
the  difference  between  themselves,  their  na- 
tionality and  their  homes,  and  those  of  their 
temporary  abode.  Language  and  dialed  are 
a  result  of  a  process  of  ethnical  and  national 
evolution  which  give  justification  to  their 
differing  characters.  There  is  no  reason  what- 
ever why  an  American  should  abandon  his 
own   vernacular    and    his   own   pronunciation. 
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But  every  just,  and  even  good,  thing  can  be 
exaggerated  into  forms  which  are  in  no  way 
admirable.  The  marked  nasahty  of  pronun- 
ciation and  vocaHzation  and  the  profusion  of 
national  and  often  distindlly  local  or  profes- 
sional slang  can  be  exaggerated  or  insisted 
upon  out  of  place.  The  Briton  who  gives 
to  his  language  a  marked  Scottish,  Yorkshire, 
Devonian  or  even  Cockney  character  has  a 
perfect  right  to  use  this  local  modification  of 
his  mother  tongue;  but  he  will  not  be  justi- 
fied in  assuming  that  his  dialed:  and  pronun- 
ciation form  the  standard  of  the  English  lan- 
guage and  ought  to  be  adopted  by  all  Britons. 
Our  friend,  arriving  in  England  is  amused  at 
the  difference  in  didtion  and  has  been  known 
to  speak  of  **the  English  accent."  The  con- 
versation of  such  people,  the  moment  they 
land  and  for  a  considerable  time  after  this, 
is  largely  made  up  of  the  comparative  quali- 
ties of  the  several  ocean  steamers  and  lines, 
with  an  aggressive,  almost  passionate,  insist- 
ence upon  the  pre-eminence  of  the  ship  they 
happened  to  have  crossed  in.  There  is  in  all 
this  conversation,  and  in  much  that  follows, 
the    prominently    noticeable    spirit    of    parti- 
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sanship  and  of  brag  which  chiefly  marks  the 
schoolboy.  Theirs,  whatever  it  be,  is  always 
the  best.  We  have  just  noted  the  arrogance 
of  the  same  types  in  other  nationalities.  But 
few  among  them  are  so  constant  and  em- 
phatic in  dwelling  upon  the  advantages  and  the 
marvellous  achievements  of  their  own  country 
and  their  native  home,  as  is  the  case  with  this 
class  of  American  travellers.  This  pre-eminence 
and  claim  to  superiority  is  generally  based 
upon  material  achievement  either  in  the  pro- 
dudlion  of  the  comforts  and  amenities  of  life 
or  in  the  business  and  industrial  successes 
and  innovations  which  hold  the  record  for 
the  world.  In  these  again,  rapidity  of  prog- 
ress and  achievement,  dimension  and  bulk 
of  what  is  produced  are,  in  themselves  and  of 
themselves,  put  forward  as  the  chief  claims 
to  admiration,  as  their  absence  implies  hu- 
miliation to  those  whose  lives  are  not  entirely 
or  chiefly  concerned  with  speed  and  size. 
All  these  claims  to  preeminence  are  in  the 
first  place  made  for  the  American  nation; 
but  they  are  soon  extended  to  the  provincial 
and  local  centre  from  which  this  assertive 
"patriot"  happens  to  come.     Even  the  poign- 
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antly  tragic  and  hopelessly  sordid  atmos- 
phere of  a  Spoon  River  Community  and  the 
low  plane  of  civilized  life  which  it  represents, 
will  in  the  eyes  of  this  local  patriot  shine  like 
a  bright  particular  star  within  the  galaxy  of 
civilized  communities. 

This  corporate  pride  is  merely  another  form 
of  stupendous,  though  child-like  and  uncon- 
scious, egotism.  Everything  these  people  pos- 
sess, every  new  purchase  they  have  made,  is 
of  the  best  and  must  command  the  interest 
of  their  patient  companions.  Beneath  and 
above  all  their  prosy  details  of  the  infinitely 
unimportant  Hes  the  assumption  of  the  su- 
preme importance  of  themselves  and  their 
own  lives,  which  must  of  necessity  interest 
everybody  else.  Hence  their  minute  enume- 
ration of  all  details,  the  names  and  qualifi- 
cations of  the  people  concerned  in  their  private 
affairs,  their  Christian  names,  with  parenthet- 
ical accounts  of  their  family  history  and  oc- 
cupations; the  conditions  under  which  the 
purchase  was  made,  including  most  minute 
details  as  to  time  and  place  —  all  this  implies 
the  assumption  on  the  part  of  the  tedious 
narrator  of  special   importance   to   the  world 
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at  large  because  it  refers  to  himself.  Now 
such  a  mentality  and  such  gross  self-assertion 
are  not  only  the  charadleristics  of  people 
who  by  education  and  occupation  have  been 
deprived  of  social  training,  and  in  their  hum- 
ble walks  of  life  are  free  from  social  pre- 
tensions; but  it  is  even  to  be  found  among 
the  more  favoured  provincial  patriots  of  the 
United  States  who  consider  themselves  repre- 
sentatives of  the  "  aristocracy,"  however  much 
they  may  glorify  the  spirit  of  the  American 
constitution  and  may  spurn  the  survivals  of 
feudaHsm  in  the  social  organizations  of  Europe. 
They  will  inform  you  of  their  own  unevent- 
ful and  hugely  uninteresting  family  history; 
they  are  the  X's  of  Xtown  and  the  Y's  of  Yville, 
and,  even  if  they  cannot  always  claim  with 
truthfulness  that  they  are  descended  from 
psalm-singing  though  courageously  indepen- 
dent, "passengers"  on  the  "Mayflower," 
—  (narrow-minded,  hard  and  uncouth  as  these 
were,  though  sublimely  honest  in  a  deter- 
mination to  secure  their  own  freedom  of  con- 
science, while  cutting  off  the  ears  of  a  Quaker 
from  Pennsylvania  who  intruded  into  their 
community    and    whipping    the    naked    men 
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and  women  who  were  heretics  through  the 
snow-covered  streets  of  their  colonial  settle- 
ment) —  though  their  claim  to  aristocracy  of 
birth  does  not  rest  upon  such  descent,  they 
can  with  truth  and  deep  significance  inform 
you  that  their  family  has  lived  for  generations 
in  one  town  or  village.  As  if  every  family 
must  not  have  lived  somewhere  even  for 
generations.  It  does  not,  by  the  way,  occur 
to  these  people  that  continuous  residence  in 
one  place,  unless  it  implies  adlivity  which  has 
been  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  the 
community  itself,  may,  on  the  contrary,  imply 
inferiority,  physical  and  moral,  on  the  part  of 
such  a  family  as  compared  with  those  whose 
strength  of  charadler  and  energy  have  caused 
them  to  leave  their  homes  for  new  parts. 

The  manners  of  such  American  "patriots" 
and  their  efFed:  upon  others  while  travelling 
are  of  the  same  objectionable  kind  as  those 
of  the  other  nationalities  we  have  just  con- 
sidered. They  also  adl  as  if  they  were  alone 
in  the  world,  and  abroad  they  boisterously 
take  possession  of  whatever  place  in  which 
they  congregate  and,  in  cheering  each  other 
on  with  unrestrained   laughter  at  their  local 
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and  personal  jokes,  they  assert  their  colledlive 
soHdarity  to  the  discomfiture  of  other  peo- 
ple about  them.  Like  the  other  nationaUsts 
they  also  assert  their  difference  in  dress^ 
speech  and  manner.  I  can  recall  an-  account 
which  a  witty  American  diplomat  gave  of 
such  a  charadleristic  family  party.  Their 
marked  and  aggressive  nationalism  reached 
the  highest  degree  of  absurdity,  though  they 
were  quite  unconscious  that  this  was  not 
justified  and  commendable.  While  they  did 
not  adlually  carry  and  wave  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  the  small  boy  of  the  family  wore  a 
bow-knot  tie  in  which,  ingeniously  and  ac- 
curately, the  centre  consisted  of  a  blue  ground 
with  white  stars,  while  either  end  displayed 
horizontal  red  and  white  stripes.  When  this 
humorous  diplomat,  with  solemn  interest  in- 
quired of  the  youth  where  he  had  procured 
that  ^^ remarkable  cravat,^'  the  parents,  quite 
unconscious  of  his  delicately  impHed  and 
gentle  disapproval,  proudly  gave  all  details 
of  its  origin  and  construdlion.  Surely  there 
is  not  only  a  difference  of  degree,  but  funda- 
mentally of  kind,  between  the  American  gen- 
tleman and  his  countrymen  of  this  type. 
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The  same  exposition  might  be  continued 
with  regard  to  every  other  country,  Italy, 
Spain  and  the  smaller  States  of  Europe.  Even 
if  foreigners  do  not  readily  recognize  such 
differences  (as  only  the  shepherd  can  tell  the 
sheep  of  a  flock  apart),  the  more  refined  in 
every  nation  are  clearly  aware  of  them. 

Now  the  important  point  arising  out  of 
this  inquiry  for  us  to  realize  is,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen of  every  nation  have  all  essentials  in 
common,  they  all  understand  each  other. 
The  others  also  have  points  in  common,  such 
as  their  assertive  vulgarity;  but  they  do  not 
understand  each  other;  on  the  contrary, 
they  obtrude  and  accentuate  their  national 
differences  and  antagonisms.  The  one  makes 
for  harmony  and  peace,  the  other  for  discord 
and  war. 

However  intense  and  lofty  are  the  gentle- 
men's love  of  country,  whatever  their  self- 
confidence  and  even  their  pride  of  charad:er 
may  be,  these,  as  well  as  their  claims  to  con- 
sideration and  respedl,  do  not  rest  on  the 
collective  achievements  of  their  nation  nor 
on  the  separateness  of  their  national  life; 
but  on  the  degree  in  which  they  individually 
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may  possess  moral,  intelled:ual  and  social 
qualities  which  are  recognized  as  such  by  the 
whole  of  civilized  humanity  and  the  posses- 
sion of  which  diredls  the  aims  and  ideals  of 
every  human  being  in  every  civilized  country. 
The  combination  of  all  social  qualities  into 
the  organic  unity  of  personality  and  life  pro- 
duces in  the  mind  of  man  an  individual  ideal 
of  the  perfect  being  which  is  more  or  less 
consciously  present  as  a  model  and  an  ideal 
for  mankind. 

The  assertive  "patriot"  on  the  contrary, 
whatever  his  personal  qualities  or  defedts, 
rests  his  pride,  and  bases  his  assertion  of 
superiority,  on  the  fadl  that  he  belongs  to  a 
huge  collective  body  called  a  nation,  and 
moreover  on  the  distindlive  and  differen- 
tiating attributes  of  this  colledlive  body,  as 
separate  from,  or  antagonistic  to,  the  other 
colledlive  bodies  also  called  nations. 
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THE  essential  point  in  this  diflFerence  be- 
tween the  superior  and  the  inferior  citi- 
zen, at  the  same  time  the  central  argument  of 
this  essay,  Hes  in  the  corredl  understanding  of 
Social  Corporateness  and  of  its  efFedl  upon 
national  and  international  life,  when  the  claims 
to  distinctness  and  distindtion  are  based  upon 
this  corporateness  itself  and  produce  the  wrong 
conception  of  Patriotism.  In  itself,  corpo- 
rateness has  a  lowering  tendency.  As  we 
shall  see,  beyond  the  special  question  of  pa- 
triotism, we  maintain  that  it  is  a  distindlive 
characteristic  of  the  gentleman  not  to  obtrude 
the  corporate  claims  for  personal  considera- 
tion; for  such  obtrusion  in  general  social  life 
produces  that  whole  group  of  social  vices 
stigmatised  under  the  comprehensive  term  \ 
of  "snobbishness.'*  His  standards  for  ap-  ! 
proval  and  esteem  are  based  upon  the  real 
moral  and  social  values  which  pervade  human 
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society  as  such,  and  upon  these  his  claims  are 
to  be  judged.  As  a  social  being  he  therefore 
avoids  the  obtrusion  of  corporate  existence. 
All  highly  civilized  and  morally  healthy  social 
communities  condemn  the  obtrusion  or  ex- 
aggeration of  corporate  differentiation  in  social 
intercourse.  Thus  the  fa6l  of  belonging  to 
a  class,  profession,  local  distridl  or  family, 
when  pushed  to  the  foreground  of  social  con- 
duct, is  repudiated  as  a  defed:  of  manners  in 
every  general  society  all  over  the  world.  When 
such  individuals  are  singled  out  and  desig- 
nated emphatically  and  merely  as  having  the 
attributes  of  such  collective  groupings  and 
nothing  more,  such  designation  clearly  im- 
plies weakness  or  vice  or  social  inferiority 
and  manifest  disapproval.  A  man  who  is 
emphatically  designated  by  the  class  in  which 
he  is  born,  whether  high  or  low,  without  any 
further  qualification,  is  held  up  as  an  imper- 
fect or  abnormal  social  being.  Such  a  desig- 
nation when  applied  to  him  in  the  light  of 
his  occupation  or  profession  implies  the  same 
censure.  The  terms:  a  donnish  don,  in  the 
learned  profession,  a  "beakish"  schoolmaster, 
a  clerical  clergyman,   a  politician  who  is  not 
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a  Statesman,  a  promoter  and  stock-manipu- 
lator, a  city-man  or  shop-keeper,  when  used 
to  designate  by  themselves  a  member  of  general 
society,  imply  disapproval  as  much  as  the 
emphasis  which  is  put  on  the  designation  of 
an  individual  as  coming  from  a  certain  coun- 
try, county,  village  or  class.  It  is  a  just 
instind:  of  Englishmen  (no  doubt  often  car- 
ried to  excess  with  more  far-reaching  deleteri- 
ous results)  to  taboo  what  is  called  "shop" 
in  conversation  and  deportment.  It  arises 
out  of  the  condemnation  of  such  obtrusion  of 
corporate  distindlness,  counteradling  the  just 
and  efFedlive  fundlion  of  specifically  social 
qualities.  The  men  manifesting  such  faults 
become  "corporately"  different  beings  instead 
of  normal  social  beings. 

Furthermore,  this  corredl  and  instructive 
disapproval  is  based  upon  the  more  or  less 
conscious  realization  of  the  fadl  that  corporate- 
ness  has  elements  of  inferiority  and  deteriora- 
tion in  itself.^  The  familiar  saying  that,  "in 
a  cavalry  regiment  it  is  the  slowest  horse  that 

1  In  Aristodemocracy  (Chap.  VIII  and  p.  320),  I  have  enlarged 
more  fully  upon  this  thesis  and  have  endeavoured  to  show  the 
danger  arising  out  of  the  virtue  of  corporate  loyalty. 
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gives   the   pace,"   simply   and   strikingly   con- 
veys this  great  truth. 

If  this  applies  to  the  physical  properties  of 
animals  and  man  it  also  applies  to  man's 
moral  and  intelledlual  fundlions  and  aspira- 
tions. Even  in  cases  where  corporateness  is 
temporary  and  clearly  called  into  existence 
for  a  definite  and  commendable  purpose, 
and  even  if  its  existence  is  limited  to  the  real- 
ization of  the  purpose,  this  lowering  effedl 
of  corporateness  is  often  manifest.  Whoever 
has  had  experience  in  the  working  of  Commit- 
tees must  frequently  have  been  tempted  to 
put  his  experience  in  the  exaggerated  form  of 
an  epigram:  that  a  committee  of  twenty  wise 
men  makes  one  big  fool.  In  this  special  in- 
stance the  inferior  efficiency  of  corporate 
activity  may  be  due  to  what  may  be  considered 
an  accident;  but  this  accident  is  connedled 
with  the  corporateness  of  the  body.  The 
nature  of  intelledlual  adlivity  and  the  work- 
ings of  human  reason  depend  upon  the  organic 
unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  human  mind.  It 
cannot  be  subdivided  without  losing  its  or- 
ganic vitality  and  force.  It  is  therefore  almost 
invariably   the   case   that   one  brain   and   one 
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personality  produce  all  the  energy  and  the 
good  work  in  every  committee  or  collective 
body.  If  this  individual  possesses  the  great- 
est energy,  the  highest  intelledluality  and 
moral  integrity  of  all  its  members,  the  result 
will  be  good;  if  not,  it  will  be  bad  or  inferior. 
However,  it  is  not  infrequently  the  case  that 
those  who  possess  these  superior  qualifica- 
tions are  not  the  most  acflive  members  of  such 
a  body  or  do  not  carry  with  them  efFedlive 
influence  as  regards  its  decisions  and  its  work. 
This  is  so,  because  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  events,  the  most  efficient  and  superior 
members  of  such  a  temporary  body  have  natur- 
ally found  numerous  and  engrossing  occupa- 
tions in  other  directions  and  they  therefore 
leave  the  work,  responsibility  and  influence, 
to  one  or  more  inferior  members.  Further- 
more, the  wisest  men  and  those  who  are  most 
just  do  not  rapidly  make  up  their  minds  and 
are  not  passionately  wedded  to  their  own 
opinions,  which  the  inferior  men  generally 
are.  Yet  in  the  collective  deUberations  — 
and  the  larger  the  body  the  more  is  this  the 
case  —  it  is  the  man  of  decision  who  carries 
the  day,  whether  this  decision  be  wise  or  un- 
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wise.  Finally,  it  may  sometimes  be  found 
that  in  committee  the  wisest  man  is  not  neces- 
sarily the  one  who  possesses  the  greatest 
facility  for  what  is  called  "drafting  a  resolu- 
tion," and  it  is  often  upon  this  one  faculty 
that  the  success  in  carrying  a  definite  opinion 
depends  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  net 
result  is  that  the  work  of  such  a  committee 
is  generally  inferior  to  that  of  one  individual 
if  he  be  of  average  ability  endowed  with  power 
and  responsibility.  However,  committees  are 
of  course  necessary  and  have  counterbalancing 
advantages. 

Now  if  corporateness  in  itself  leads  to  in- 
feriority and  deterioration,  even  when  its 
existence  is  temporarily  limited  to  the  diredl; 
purpose  of  its  institution,  this  lowering  ten- 
dency is  still  more  adlive  when  such  bodies 
are  fully  organized  and  definitely  fixed  in 
their  existence  as  separate  entities.  The  more 
firmly  and  lastingly  they  are  organized,  the 
more  the  corporate  elements  become  fixed  and 
stereotyped,  the  more  powerful  is  the  natural 
tendency  to  self-preservation  inherent  in  the 
individual  and  in  larger  bodies  as  well.  The 
end  is  then  absorbed  in  the  means.     The  more 
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highly  developed  and  confirmed  in  its  exist- 
ence and  the  more  compHcated  and  widely 
diffused  its  organization  and  adlivity,  the 
greater  is  the  inherent  force  which  makes  for 
the  realization  of  its  own  solidarity,  of  its  own 
machinery,  and  absorbs  all  the  energies  of 
those  who  originally  gathered  together  for  a 
wider  ultimate  purpose.  At  last,  when  we 
come  to  the  widest  and  most  spiritual  insti- 
tutions of  humanity,  we  find  that  their 
adlivity  and  energy  are  increasingly  absorbed 
by  the  organization  itself,  in  inverse  ratio  to 
the  ultimate  objecfts  for  which  they  were  called 
into  existence,  the  longer  their  duration  in 
time  and  the  wider  and  more  powerful  their 
influence  in  space.  The  history  of  the  Church 
as  well  as  of  the  State  in  the  annals  of  civilized 
mankind  affords  the  fullest  illustration  of  this 
process.  The  spiritual  ends  of  the  founders 
of  religion  are  obscured,  if  not  wholly  oblit- 
erated, in  the  adlivity  of  the  executive  members 
of  the  Churches  to  uphold  and  to  increase 
the  power  of  the  Churches  themselves  or  the 
more  formal  and  ritual  practices  arising  out 
of  the  spiritual  aim  which  binds  all  the  mem- 
bers  together    in    fixed    and    effedive    unity. 
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The  ultimate  result  is  that,  even  religions 
which  originally  arose  out  of  the  exalted  airns 
of  their  founders  to  extend  and  to  intensify 
love  and  brotherhood  among  men,  have,  in 
the  fully  established  and  organized  sedlarian 
corporateness  of  the  several  Churches,  accen- 
tuated the  disuniting  differences  among  them, 
and,  with  ever-recurrent  frequency  in  past 
history,  have  encouraged  animosity,  hatred 
and  warfare  among  them.  As  regards  the 
State,  even  though  our  theory  of  its  origin 
and  fundlion  may  not  be  that  of  the  Contrat 
Social,  past  and  present  history  has  abun- 
dantly shown  how  it  diredlly  counteracts  the 
social  and  moral  ideals  of  man.  Within  the 
State  itself,  and  even  in  democratic  coun- 
tries, the  multiform  and  far-reaching  mechan- 
ism of  parties  tends  to  obliterate  or  overshadow 
the  essential  and  ideal  aims  of  the  State  and 
the  Constitution,  and  of  making  the  mere 
corporate  existence  of  the  party  a  final  aim 
in  itself.  All  conscientious  politicians  have 
realized  this  and  have  occasionially  struggled 
against  its  evil  efFedls.  Whoever  reads  the 
lives  of  two  such  great  statesmen  and  party 
leaders   as  were  Gladstone  and   Disraeli,  will 
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note  how  this  central  problem  of  adual  politi- 
cal life,  the  reconciliation  of  the  true  aims  of 
the  State  and  pubHc  welfare  with  the  main- 
tenance of  party  power,  came  upon  them  with 
greatest  moral  force  and  distressed  them  at 
moments  when  the  rush  of  their  immediate 
party  work  spared  them  the  leisure  to  diredl 
their  attention  towards  the  higher,  though 
none  the  less  real  and  immediate,  aims  of  all 
political  adivity. 

If  this  is  the  case  with  the  highest  corporate 
institutions  of  man,  the  aims  of  which  are 
widely  human  and  clearly  moral  and  social, 
it  is  a  fortiori  the  case  with  all  the  minor  cor- 
porate bodies  the  aims  of  which  are  lower  and 
the  adlivity  and  practice  of  which  are  further 
removed  from  spiritual  purposes.  The  fad 
remains  that  corporateness  as  such  has  a 
lowering  tendency  unless  the  spiritual  pur- 
pose and  the  ideals  which  called  it  into  exist- 
ence are  constantly  held  before  its  corporate 
consciousness  and  are  made  efFedlively  to 
direcfl  corporate  acflivity.  All  corporate  bod- 
ies should  therefore  be  periodically  tested  as 
regards  their  right  of  existence  in  respect  of 
their    conformity    to    the    ideal    purposes    for 
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which  they  were  inaugurated.  If  this  is  not 
done  the  inherent  process  of  deterioration  is 
set  free.  They  should  accordingly  either  be 
reformed  or  dissolved  as  corporate  bodies. 

The  pronounced  and  strong  corporateness 
of  the  State  thus  affects,  with  all  the  inherent 
consequences  just  described,  purely  spiritual 
bodies  or  acflivities,  such  as  religion,  philos- 
ophy, science,  art  and  literature  when  it  comes 
into  diredl  contadl  with  them  and  establishes 
state-religion,  state-philosophy,  science  or  art. 
These  cannot  be  made  to  order.  They 
deteriorate  because  they  are  defledled  from 
their  essential  ideals.  Pragmatism  and  com- 
promise enter  when  literature,  science,  art, 
ethics  and  religion  forsake  their  inherent  and 
essential  aims  and  follow  a  foreign,  and  in 
so  far  antagonistic,  impulse. 

The  State  itself,  being  a  social  corporation, 
is  socially  lowered  when  it  makes  its  own  or- 
ganization, irrespedlive  of  the  social  attributes, 
its  own  preservation  and  aggrandisement,  its 
final  aim  and  end.  The  individuals,  more- 
over, who  are  subordinated  to  this  lower  end, 
lose  their  human  and  social  ideals  which  are 
replaced  by  the  lowered  poHtical  ideals  called 
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"patriotism."  The  inevitable  result  is  that 
nationalism  replaces  humanitarianism,  and 
thus  again  counteradls  the  humanities,  insists 
upon  and  exaggerates  the  distinctively 
national  characfleristics  in  the  individual, 
in  their  differentiating  asped:  from  other 
nationalities  and  individuals,  and  thus  re-adls, 
upon  the  national  spirit  itself,  vulgarizing 
national  taste  into  aggressive  assertiveness. 
The  same  appHes  to  poHtical  parties.  The 
fundamental  distinctions  are  based  upon 
principles  and  ideals.  The  conservatives  are 
convinced  that,  as  the  instindt  for  change  and 
the  forward  movement  of  dodlrinaire  human- 
ity require  above  all  things  a  check  in  order 
to  retain  what,  in  their  opinion,  are  decidedly 
good  traditions,  they  are  thus  primarily  con- 
cerned in  preserving  the  good.  Liberals,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  more  concerned  with  over- 
coming the  vis  inertiae  of  men,  as  well  as 
the  stereotyped  class  privileges  among  them; 
and  are  chiefly  bent  on  accelerating  progress 
in  the  community.  These  fundamental  dif- 
ferences being  justified  and  embodying  ideals 
for  corporate  differentiation,  the  business  of 
organization  and  the  multiform  and  far-reach- 
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ing  mechanism  of  parties,  have  the  tendency 
of  obHterating  or  over-shadowing  such  ideals 
and  of  making  the  mere  corporate  existence 
of  a  party  a  final  aim  in  itself.  All  conscien- 
tious politicians  have  had  to  face  this  problem 
which  presents  in  various  aspedls  the  chief 
problem  of  politics  for  leaders  and  for  citizens. 
As  stated  before,  this  clearly  manifests,  as 
regards  the  State,  the  chief  task  applying  to 
all  corporateness  for  revision,  reform  or  if 
need  be,  dissolution.  In  this  latter  case, 
each  successive  historical  period  must  re- 
organize its  corporate  institutions,  not  only 
to  conform  to  the  needs  of  changing  historical 
conditions,  but  above  all,  to  respond  to  the 
highest  ideals  of  life  and  thought  and  art 
which  each  successive  period  can  in  honesty 
and  undiluted  clearness  of  vision  and  expres- 
sion, attain  to. 

If  all  that  I  have  said  appHes  to  the  State 
as  well  as  to  its  administration  in  party 
government,  it  applies  still  more  to  the  cor- 
porate bodies  within  the  State.  The  disinte- 
grating influence  of  such  bodies,  based  upon 
what  is  called  class,  circumscribed  geographi- 
cal   distridls,    local   patriotism,    which    might 
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be  opposed  to  the  wider  national  patriotism; 
occupations  which  are  grouped  together  by 
self-interest  which  may  clash  with  the  wider 
interests  of  the  community  and  the  nation; 
of  societies  and  corporations  dependent  for  the 
cohesion  of  their  members  upon  adventitious 
conditions  of  geographical  or  historical  asso- 
ciation, and  even  of  those  which,  though 
originally  founded  for  some  higher  moral  or 
clearly  social  object,  submerge  these  objedls 
in  the  mere  struggle  for  corporate  existence 
and  survival,  —  all  these  manifest  to  a  still 
higher  degree,  the  dangers  inherent  in  the 
natural  process  of  corporate  association.  Still 
more  is  this  the  case  when  families  in  their 
ramification  extend  their  soHdarity  through 
generations  by  the  mere  claims  of  descent, 
unregardful  of  their  social  relationship  and 
moral  responsibilities  to  the  welfare  of  the 
wider  community  and  the  nation. 

RACE    CORPORATENESS 

In  modern  times  perhaps  the  most  disin- 
tegrating influence  in  the  claims  and  adlivi- 
ties  of  such  corporateness  has  been  exercised 
by  the  solidarity  of  "race,"  adlively  put  for- 
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ward  with  claims  of  dominance  within  the 
community  and  the  State  and  among  the 
States  themselves,  subdividing  them  into  ra- 
cial groups  that  stand  opposed  to  one  another 
in  antagonistic  rivalry.  The  history  of  the 
second  half  of  the  XlXth  century  manifests 
the  dominance  of  this  fatal  principle.  Not 
only  are  the  terms  "race  and  nationality" 
confused  in  their  meaning  and  consequent 
practical  influence  on  politics  and  even  social 
life;  but  the  most  pronounced  antagonisms 
within  each  State  and  of  States  against  each 
other  have  been  aroused,  ending  in  internal 
persecutions  and  wholesale  murder  and  in 
devastating  wars  between  the  several  "nation- 
alitites"  and  nations.  We  had  heard  enough 
in  the  last  century  of  the  opposition  between 
Germanentum  or  Teutonism  and  the  Romance 
or  Latin  world,  to  which  was  added  the  antag- 
onism between  Teuton  and  Slav  which  served 
as  the  initial  war-cry  in  this  great  world-con- 
flict. Within  each  nation  again  there  was 
ready  to  hand,  to  serve  any  party  or  even  in- 
dividual interests,  ethnological  diff'erences,  if 
not  actually  discernible  in  the  present,  at 
least  clearly  recognisible  in  past  history.     In 
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the  British  Empire,  among  the  numerous 
ethnological  elements,  which  together  compose 
the  true  nationality,  the  antagonism  between 
Saxon  and  Celt  has  been  used  for  the  most 
definite  political  ends  and  issues.  In  the 
Continental  nations  this  confused  and  utterly 
unfounded  principle  of  disintegration  is  even 
more  pronounced  and  mischievous. 

All  these  ethnological  pretentions  and  pas- 
sions —  and  this  is  one  of  the  distinctive 
features  of  the  more  modern  conflid:  of  "races" 
—  are  based  upon  the  achievements  and  results 
of  modern  ethnological  study,  the  youngest 
and  least  accurate  of  modern  sciences.  In 
federation  with  the  revived  study  of  philol- 
ogy? comparative  religion  and  anthropology, 
the  ethnological  poHtician  and  agitator  found 
a  fertile  field,  especially  for  internal  disinte- 
gration and  antagonism,  in  the  inner  life  of 
modern  States  (in  most  cases  neither  con- 
sciously nor  unconsciously  quite  free  from 
considerations  of  material  interests  and  greeds), 
in  the  antagonism  between  Aryanism  and 
Semitism.  But,  again  guided  by  the  devel- 
opment of  ethnological  study,  this  supremely 
adlive   subdivision,   upon  which   powerful   po- 
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litical  parties  were  founded  in  several  con- 
tinental countries,  has  again  been  superseded 
in  theory  and  abandoned  as  a  scientific  basis 
and  justification;  though  the  anti-Semitic 
parties  have  not  dissolved  and  continue  their 
passionate  activity. 

The  principles  of  racial  subdivision  for 
Europe  to-day  are  the  Nordic,  Mediterranean 
and  Alpine.  MiUtant  adlivity  now  chiefly 
centres  round  the  proposition  that  the  Nordic 
is  the  superior  race  and  should  as  a  race  not 
only  survive,  but  dominate  all  others. 

From  the  interesting,  and  comparatively 
innocent,  essay  of  Count  Gobineau,  with  many 
minor  lucubrations,  we  come  to  the  gro- 
tesquely pretentious,  superficial  and  tragically 
mischievous  work  of  Mr.  Houston  Chamber- 
lain, the  fatal  influence  of  which  I  have 
indicated  elsewhere  (see  Aristodemocracy 
p.  53).  Its  influence  on  the  inception  of  the 
present  war,  as  regards  the  development  of 
the  present  political  mentality  of  Germany, 
can  hardly  be  exaggerated.  A  correspondent 
and  friend,  commenting  on  this  opinion  of 
mine,  has  humourously  suggested  that,  should 
(as  we  trust)  the  war  end  in  the  utter  over- 
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throw  of  German  militarism,  the  defeated 
Germans  will  maintain  that  the  real  respon- 
sibiHty  of  this  world-tragedy  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  facfl  that  they  were  misled  by  the  writ- 
ings of  an  EngHshman  whom  they  will,  in  their 
legal  phraseology,  describe  as  the  Intelledueller 
Urheher.  Our  own  days  have  witnessed  the 
production  of  a  work  by  an  American  would-be 
ethnographer  and  historian,  supported  in  an 
introduction  by  a  well-estabHshed  and  dis- 
tinguished zoologist  and  biologist,  which  is 
the  most  amateurish  as  well  as  pretentious 
piece  of  scientific  over-generalization,  incom- 
plete inducflion  and  dogmatic  application  of 
scientific  principles  to  practical  politics  and 
life,  which  I  have  met  with  in  the  whole 
range  of  my  own  reading.^  Starting  with  the 
proposition  that  somatic  (bodily  or  physical) 
charadteristics  and  distinc5lions  in  the  human 
race  correspond  with  unvarying  interadlion 
to  intelledlual  and  moral  charadleristics  — 
even  to  fitness  for  political  organization,  gen- 
eral adlivities  and  occupations  in  civilized  life, 
intelledlual    achievements    and    social    ameni- 

1  The    Passing    of    the    Great    Race,    by    Madison    Grant. 
Chas.  Scrlbner,  N.  Y.,  1916. 


136  PATRIOTISM 

ties  —  he  endeavours  to  show  that  the  Nordic 
race,  compared  to  all  others,  possesses  all  the 
qualities  that  make  for  civilization  and  moral 
and  intelledlual  development  to  the  highest 
degree.  He  maintains  that  the  history  of 
the  past  and  the  present  war  have  tended  to 
disintegrate  this  race  and  to  lead  to  its  sub- 
mersion by  the  lower  races,  and  his  expressed 
hope  and  emphatic  injundlion  is  that,  by  the 
adlion  of  modern  society  and  of  the  individual, 
it  should  be  preserved  and  its  dominance  as- 
sured. The  definition  of  the  Nordic  race  by 
means  of  somatic  attributes  is  limited  to  the 
combination  of  the  dolicho-cephalic  shape  of 
the  head  (though  he  denies  the  definite  dis- 
tinctive racial  claim  to  this  craniological  at- 
tribute), the  possession  of  light  eyes,  fair  or 
red  hair  (including  profusion  of  hair  on  head 
and  body),  straight  nose  and  a  tall  muscular 
body.  On  such  grounds  of  ethnological  dis- 
tinction, he  proceeds  to  write  the  "political 
and  social  history  of  Europe,''  nay  of  the 
world,  in  a  few  pages.  This  war  has  con- 
firmed us  in  deploring  the  work  of  many  his- 
torians of  note,  whose  patient  research  into 
the  documents  of  the  past  and  whose  critical 
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sincerity  and  acumen  have  been  vitiated  by 
their  personal  and  poHtical  bias  and  by  "pa- 
triotic passion,''  all  made  still  more  diastrously 
effective  in  filtering  through  the  history  school- 
books,  where  young  "patriots"  are  brought 
up  to  hate  and  to  despise  their  adlual  or  po- 
tential national  enemies.  But  if  history  is 
to  be  written  in  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Grant's 
ethnological  generalization,  and  if  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  to  be  trained  to  keep  separate 
and  pure  the  tall,  light  or  red-haired,  long- 
headed, blue-eyed  and  straight-nosed  inhabi- 
tants from  contamination  with  the  rest,  in- 
stead of  concentrating  the  efforts  of  their 
citizens  on  the  maintenance  of  the  spirit  of 
their  constitution  and  the  realization  of  the 
highest  ideals  of  mankind  (this  object  by  it- 
self absorbing  all  the  energies  left  them  after 
having  earned  an  honest  livelihood),  it  will  be 
a  sad  day  for  the  people  of  the  United  States 
and  for  the  development  of  the  American 
nation  within  civilized  humanity  at  large. 


VI 

The  Ascending  Scale  of  Corporate 
Duties 

ALL  these  forms  of  minor  corporate  or- 
ganizations within  the  State  will  have 
to  be  tested  by  their  original  purposes  and 
ideals,  while  these  purposes  and  ideals  will 
again  have  to  be  tested  by  their  moral  rela- 
tionship to  wider  bodies,  ending  with  the 
State,  humanity,  civilization  and  the  ultimate 
ideals  of  human  Hfe. 

The  duties  of  every  citizen  as  a  moral  social 
being  will  have  to  be  co-ordinated  in  an  as- 
cending scale,  the  principle  of  which  I  have 
attempted  to  develop  and  emphasize  in  my 
book,  Aristodemocracy.  Patriotism  itself  and 
the  minor  forms  of  corporate  duty,  adlivity 
and  loyalty,  will  have  to  find  their  just  and 
appropriate  places  in  this  ascending  scale, 
the  minor  or  lower  duty  being  subordinated 
and  tested  in  the  tightness  of  its  efficiency 
by   the   higher   duties   and   the   higher   ideals. 
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From  the  moral  and  diredlly  social  point  of 
view  the  several  virtues  pertaining  to  this 
will  rise  by  degrees  above  absolute  selfishness. 
There  can  thus  be  no  doubt  that  he  who  per- 
forms his  duties  to  his  family  has  in  so  far 
advanced  on  a  higher  moral  plane  than  the  indi- 
vidual entirely  wrapt  up  and  concentrated  in 
his  own  life  and  effort,  upon  the  inconsiderate 
and  ruthless  advance  of  his  own  interests 
and  the  satisfaction  of  his  own  instindls  and 
passions.  The  man  who  widens  his  circle  of 
duties  and  activities  beyond  his  family  to  the 
immediate  locality  in  which  he  lives,  his  village 
or  town  or  county,  and  within  these  and 
beyond  these  to  the  several  institutions  with 
which,  by  propinquity  and  social  seledlion,  he 
becomes  associated,  will  prove  to  be  a  higher 
social  being  than  the  one  who,  with  designed 
and  decided  exclusiveness,  confines  his  sym- 
pathies and  activities  to  the  members  of  his  own 
family.  We  finally  rise  to  the  patriot  who  is 
prepared  to  devote  his  best  energies,  and 
even  to  sacrifice  his  life,  to  the  maintenance 
and  welfare  of  his  country.  But  even  beyond 
the  country  and  the  State  there  is  mankind 
and  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  humanity, 
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to  which  ultimately  the  existence  and  the 
adlivity  of  every  State  must  be  subordinated. 
It  is  a  part  of  the  duty  of  every  citizen,  and 
more  immediately  of  the  leaders  of  the  State, 
to  keep  this  ultimate  purpose  and  ideal  be- 
fore the  minds  of  the  whole  population  and 
to  subordinate  the  acflivity  and  the  aims  of 
each  State  to  this  wider  and  higher  sphere 
of  duty.  Unless  the  higher  purposes  and 
ideals,  which  justify  the  existence  of  the  State 
in  its  position  within  humanity,  are  con- 
stantly held  up  and  brought  home  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large  by  their  leaders,  the  foremost  men 
of  the  democracy,  the  tendency  necessarily 
is  to  make  the  State  itself  and  its  prosperity 
the  only  aim  and  objedl,  and  to  confirm  and 
stereotype  its  separateness  from  the  rest  of 
humanity,  leading  to  antagonism  between  the 
several  States.  Patriotism  then  becomes  Chau- 
vinism; and  the  pride  in  the  separateness 
and  prosperity  of  each  State  becomes  a  lead- 
ing passion  of  its  citizens. 

On  the  other  hand  we  must  also  remember 
that,  looking  down  from  these  lofty  heights 
of  duty  to  which  we  have  attained,  the  more 
proximate  duties  corresponding  to  the  smaller 
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spheres  of  corporateness,  themselves  present 
a  most  efFedlive  and  progressive  advance  from 
the  purely  selfish  man  and  brute;  and  we 
must  also  realize  that  each  of  these  are  earlier 
and  nearer  to  us  both  in  time  and  space.  The 
ascent  and  progression  must  therefore  be  con- 
tinuous and  logically  successive  in  this  as- 
cending scale,  without  omitting  any  of  the 
intervening  phases  of  duty,  which  in  time  and 
space  may  have  the  strongest  claims  upon  us. 
The  co-ordination  must  be  complete  and  per- 
fect also  in  the  proper  relation  and  succession 
in  our  proximate  and  ultimate  duties.  The 
moral  and  social  workers  like  Mrs.  Jellaby, 
who  concentrate  their  adivity  and  efforts 
on  the  ultimate  duties  to  the  negledl  of  the 
proximate  ones,  are  grotesquely  ignorant  of 
the  true  principle  in  this  moral  progression  of 
duties.  Their  self-satisfied,  virtuous  industry 
may  be  the  outcome  of  self-indulgence  and 
indolence,  and  these  satisfy  their  moral  vanity 
because  of  the  loftiness  of  the  more  remote 
and  ultimate  spiritual  aims  —  a  form  of  moral 
"snobbishness"  corresponding  to  the  intellect- 
ual and  social  "snobbishness"  with  which 
every  civilized  community  is  familiar. 
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TRUE    NATIONAL   PATRIOTISM 

Patriotism  simply  and  purely  as  the  love  of 
the  country  of  which  we  are  citizens  thus 
has  its  moral  justification  in  itself.  Its  prin- 
ciples and  the  feelings  and  passions  which  it 
evokes  are  to  be  encouraged.  A  man  or  a 
woman  devoid  of  all  love  and  loyalty  towards 
his  country  is  either  a  moral  and  social  mon- 
ster or,  to  say  the  least,  is  deficient  in  one  of 
the  most  powerful  sources  which  elevate  and 
ennoble  man.  Scott*s  immortal  verses  will 
ever  remain  a  most  perfedl  and  truthful  ex- 
pression of  this  quality  in  social  man  — 

"  Breathes  there  the  man  with  soul  so  dead. 
Who  never  to  himself  hath  said, 
This  is  my  own,  my  native  land! 
Whose  heart  hath  ne'er  within  him  burned, 
As  home  his  footsteps  he  hath  turned 
From  wandering  on  a  foreign  strand! 
If  such  there  be,  go,  mark  him  well; 
For  him  no  Minstrel  raptures  swell; 
High  though  his  titles,  proud  his  name. 
Boundless  his  wealth  as  wish  can  claim; 
Despite  those  titles,  power  and  pelf. 
The  wretch,  concentred  all  in  self. 
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Living,  shall  forfeit  fair  renown, 

And  doubly  dying,  shall  go  down 

To  the  vile  dust,  from  whence  he  sprung. 

Unwept,  unhonoured  and  unsung." 

The  justification  for  this  charadleristic  in 
its  efficiency  in  the  social  life  of  man  is  not 
far  to  seek.  Consanguinity,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  family,  brings  with  it  a  world  of  proxi- 
mate duties,  continuously  present  and  adlive  in 
the  life  of  each  individual,  from  which  he 
cannot  escape  and  which  thus  furnish  him 
with  the  educational  tradition  and  discipline 
of  altruistic  adlivity  which  are  the  founda- 
tion for  the  development  of  the  highest  type 
of  social  man.  As  these  forces  adl  upon 
members  of  a  family  and  a  home,  so  with  the 
citizens  of  a  State  the  physical  and  pradlical 
conditions  of  national  life  and  of  the  native 
country  are  the  true  training-ground  for  the 
most  efFed:ive  higher  moral  ideahsm,  ending 
in  the  love  of  mankind.  For  one  thing,  we 
cannot  escape  from  them  as  we  readily  can 
from  the  more  spiritual  and  abstradl  duties 
that  lie  in  the  higher  regions  of  pure  thought. 
But  not  merely  in  thought,  but  also  in  the 
emotional  life  of  man,   the  world  of  feelings 
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and  of  passions,  which  are  the  most  dired: 
and  efFedlive  sources  of  a(5tion,  this  love  of 
country,  this  true  patriotism  has  the  most 
ennobling  influence.  It  does  not  only  in- 
clude the  material  and  physical  home  and  the 
unity  of  all  inhabitants  into  a  nation,  but  it 
includes  all  that  Renan  has  called  **rdme  d'une 
nation,'*  the  more  delicate  shadings  of  feelings, 
such  as  piety  for  the  past,  admiration  and  love 
of  the  heroic  figures  in  the  history  of  the  na- 
tion and  its  great  achievements,  love  of  lan- 
guage, continuity  of  tradition,  laws  and 
customs,  and  all  that  gives  individual  char- 
adler  to  the  civilization  of  each  nation.  More- 
over, being  physically  nearer  to  each  other, 
springing  from  the  same  antecedents,  readily 
enabled  to  understand  each  other  in  one  lan- 
guage and  the  associations  and  habits  of 
mind  which  this  produces,  adtually  living 
under  similar  conditions  of  life  in  every  as- 
pedl,  even  the  most  intimate,  the  members 
of  one  State  or  nation  are  more  likely  to 
embody,  to  support,  to  safeguard  and  to  ad- 
vance the  ends  and  ideals  of  such  a  com- 
mon life,  and  therefore,  through  this  definite 
channel,  to  reach  the    ultimate    purpose    and 
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ideals  which   the   State   holds   in   its  relation 
to   humanity. 

But  it  is  well  to  remember  one  important 
element  in  the  constitution  of  the  true  patriot. 
Nationality,  Udme  d\ne  nation,  —  in  spite 
of  what  has  just  been  said,  chiefly  depends 
upon  the  political  constitution,  the  political, 
social  and  moral  conditions,  and,  above  all, 
the  political,  social  and  moral  ideals  of  the 
State.  In  not  one  of  the  greater  civiHsed 
States  can  it  truly  be  said  to  rest  on  the  racial 
origin  of  its  inhabitants,  as  they  are  in  every 
state  merged  beyond  any  hope  of  accurate 
racial  distribution  and  differentiation.  Nor 
does  it  rest  on  religious  beliefs,  as  in  most 
civiHsed  States  truthful  adhesion  to  one  religi- 
ous sed:  cannot  be  made  the  test  of  true  citi- 
zenship. Moreover  if  such  tests  of  political 
ehgibihty  enter  into  the  adlual  Hfe  of  any 
State  they  invariably  lead  to  persecution  of 
the  minority  or  injustice  towards  them.  To 
the  spiritual  unity  of  the  State  on  the  true 
grounds  of  "nationality"  we  can  feel  love  and 
loyalty,  and  above  all,  we  are  bound  to  obey 
its  laws  of  which,  ultimately,  we  are  the  mak- 
ers and  for  which  we  are  responsible.     What- 
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ever  other  associations,  qualifications  and  ideas 
be  added  to  this  central  and  decisive  element, 
this  is  the  ultimate  test  which  makes  the 
citizen  —  the  test  of  Nationality. 

Absolutely  justified  as  patriotism  is  from  this 
point  of  view,  we  nevertheless  find  ourselves 
forced  back  again  to  the  final  tests  of  the  aims 
and  ideals  of  that  great  corporate  body  called 
the  State  which,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
together  with  all  other  corporate  bodies,  should 
continuously  be  tested  with  regard  to  its 
right  of  existence  by  its  conformity  to  the 
original  aims  and  the  ultimate  ideals  of  its 
corporate  existence.  Our  approval  and  ad- 
miration, our  love,  our  loyalty  and  our  pa- 
triotism, must  be  modified  by  this  final  test. 
The  love  of  humanity  must  not  be  sacrificed 
to  the  love  of  our  country,  as  the  love  of  right 
must  not  make  room  for  the  love  of  wrong. 

We  here  face  the  most  difficult  problem  in 
the  whole  of  this  enquiry,  and  one  which, 
without  any  false  and  inopportune  humility, 
I  must  admit,  it  would  be  presumptuous  to 
hope  to  solve  with  absolute  clearness  and 
finality.  The  problem  is  brought  home  to 
us  in  the  familiar  didum  "My  country  right 
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or  wrong."  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it 
remains  our  country  even  when  it  is  wrong, 
as  our  father  remains  our  father  even  when 
he  is  a  criminal.  We  dare  not  disown  either. 
We  must  do  our  best  to  help  them  when  they 
are  in  distress,  even  when  such  distress  was 
brought  about  by  their  own  error  or  criminality. 
The  duties  of  the  citizen  remain,  as  do  the  filial 
duties.  But  we  must  not  condone  what  is 
manifestly  wrong  or  criminal.  In  this  re- 
spect the  duties  of  a  true  patriot  in  an  autoc- 
racy or  bureaucracy  are  much  more  difficult 
of  clear  definition  than  are  those  of  a  citizen 
of  a  democracy.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
one  of  the  chief  political  duties  of  a  citizen  in 
a  democratic  country  is  by  his  adlion  as  a 
citizen,  to  strive  by  his  political  adlivity  to 
do  his  utmost,  that  the  government  of  his 
country  is  not  wrong  and  does  not  commit 
criminal  adlions.  He  is  even  bound  to  make 
known  and  heard  his  protest  against  what 
leads  to  criminality  in  State-adion  or  against 
the  crime  when  it  has  been  committed.  A 
more  compHcated  and  difficult  situation  is 
produced  when,  in  time  of  war,  the  diredl 
and  supreme  military  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
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try  justly  forbid  such  an  expression  of  dissent 
or  condemnation.  In  such  a  case,  just  as 
the  citizen  as  a  citizen  is  bound  to  sacrifice 
even  his  Hfe  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  so, 
while  upholding  his  highest  moral  convidlions, 
he  must  be  prepared  to  accept  martyrdom 
when  it  is  imposed  upon  him  by  the  prevail- 
ing laws  of  his  country.  As  I  have  main- 
tained elsewhere,  "inopportunism  is  a  crime 
as  well  as  opportunism." 

In  no  case,  however,  is  he  justified  in  op- 
posing the  military  interests  of  his  country 
when  the  war  in  which  it  is  engaged  is  clearly 
a  Defensive  War.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  his 
duty  in  such  a  case  to  do  his  utmost  by  the 
exertion  of  every  physical  and  mental  faculty 
and  by  the  submersion  of  his  own  personality 
to  help  his  country  to  victory.  Whatever 
our  enemies  may  think  and  feel  on  this  vital 
point  of  national  and  international  justice 
and  moraHty,  we  Allies  are  completely  and 
firmly  convinced  that  this  war  has  been  and 
is  for  us  a  defensive  war,  and  moreover,  be- 
yond the  defence  of  our  own  national  existence 
and  freedom,  it  has  been,  is  being  and  will 
continue  to  be,  fought  to  uphold  those  ideals 
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of  every  State  which  tend  to  the  emancipa- 
tion and  the  advancement  of  humanity. 

INTERNATIONAL   PATRIOTISM 

Thus  while  encouraging  and  intensifying 
in  ourselves  our  patriotic  devotion  to  our 
country  and  our  nation,  and  while  loyally 
conforming  to  our  duties  to  the  narrower  and 
more  proximate  corporate  bodies  and  insti- 
tutions with  which  we  are  associated  by  natu- 
ral ties  or  by  common  endeavours  and  a  feeling 
entirely  at  one  with  them  —  especially  as 
concerns  our  duties  and  not  our  privileges 
—  we  must  ardently  and  passionately  strive 
for  the  development  in  all  civilized  nations  of 
that  wider  patriotism  which  makes  for  inter- 
nationalism. The  great  step  forward  in  ideal- 
ity marked  by  the  adhesion  of  the  United 
States  to  the  vast  western  democratic  alliance, 
as  clearly  formulated  in  the  speech  of  Presi- 
dent Wilson  as  **the  struggle  of  democracy 
against  autocracy,"  must  lead  to  a  further 
advance  in  the  formulation  of  our  final  objedl 
from  national  ideals  to  the  ideals  of  inter- 
nationahty,  as  a  real  objedl  stirring  the  higher 
patriotic  passions  of  every  citizen  of  a  free 
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State.  In  his  recent  utterance,  on  May  12th, 
President  Wilson  gives  expression  to  this  clear 
formula.  He  says:  "Here  is  an  opportunity 
to  express  the  character  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  no  grievances  of  our  own.  We  went 
into  this  war  because  we  are  the  servants  of 
mankind,  and  we  will  not  accept  any  advan- 
tage from  this  war." 

It  has  remained  for  the  youngest  member 
of  the  great  democratic  confederation  to  ex- 
press with  unequivocal  emphasis  this  ultimate 
principle  and  motive  of  a  nation's  adivity. 

I  cannot  suppress  some  personal  satisfaction 
in  having  pubHshed^  the  following  opinion; 
while  deploring  the  senile  mentaUty  of  west- 
ern civilized  nations  whose  profession  of  faith 
in  ideals  failed  to  lead  to  realization  in  adlion: 
"the  only  countries  which  manifest  in  their 
political  life  the  consciousness  that  ideas  and 
ideals  are  pradical,  and  can  be  made  pradical, 
are,  at  the  present  moment,  the  Republic  of 
France,  and,  in  so  far  as  the  people  are  enabled 

1  This  was  one  of  a  series  of  articles  written,  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Editor,  to  the  New  York  Times  by  a  number  of  scholars, 
and  public  men  in  1910.  "On  the  World's  Changes  in  the  last 
Fifty  Years,"  my  own  article,  has  been  reprinted  in  Appendix. 
Ill  of  Aristodemocracyy  pp.  378,  seq. 
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to  express  themselves,  the  population  of  Rus- 
sia.'* The  Russian  people  are  now  able  to 
express  themselves.  It  is  ardently  to  be 
wished  that  the  Russian  people,  while  dinging 
to  their  higher  international  patriotism  will 
not  disregard  and  disown  their  proximate 
duties  to  the  Cause  of  the  Allies  who  are 
adlually  fighting  for  this  ultimate  vidlory  of 
political  ideals  against  Prussian  militarism. 
It  would  indeed  be  the  most  tragic  satire  of 
history  if  their  withdrawal  from  the  adlual 
struggle  at  the  critical  moment  jeopardised 
the  great  Cause.  However  I  for  one  firmly 
believe  in  the  future  mission  of  Russia  for  the 
political  regeneration  of  the  world. 

Patriotism  is  a  form  of  love  and  devotion. 
We  can  and  do  feel  these  for  ideas  and  ideals 
as  well  as  for  persons  and  things  living  and 
tangible.  Religious  devotion  can  be  as  real 
and  passionate  as  is  personal  devotion.  The 
step  from  individual  love  to  family  love,  to  the 
love  of  the  home,  the  love  of  country,  even 
of  the  vast  Empire  and  all  the  ideas  and  ideals 
it  connotes,  is  normal;  every  day  we  can 
see  how  thousands  —  nay,  millions  — of  men 
and  women,  many  of  them  of  limited  intel- 
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ledluality  and  imagination,  are  moved  to  self- 
sacrifice  by  such  vast  and  intangible  ideas. 
Surely  love  and  loyalty  to  a  League  of  Civi- 
lized and  Free  Nations  can,  will  and  must  be 
as  strong  and  passionate  as  they  now  are  for 
a  single  country.  The  day  will  come  and 
may  not  be  far  distant  when  the  Great  In- 
ternational Federation  will  be  as  real  to  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  men  and  women  as  is 
any  political  body  now  existing.  The  step 
from  national  to  international  patriotism  will 
not  be  as  great  and  as  difficult  of  accomplish- 
ment as,  let  us  say,  the  step  taken  by  Scot- 
land of  old,  before  the  Union,  to  the  Scotland 
of  to-day,  when  the  separate  interests  of  Scot- 
land are  subordinated  to  those  of  the  British 
Empire.  It  may  even  be  less  difficult  of  ac- 
compHshment  than  to  arouse  the  illiterate 
yokel  of  to-day,  who  has  never  travelled  more 
than  a  few  miles  from  home,  to  a  sense  of  duty 
and  devotion  to  his  country  and  the  Empire. 

The  final  aim  of  all  education  is  to  make 
ideals,  realities,  the  moving  force  to  thought 
and  adlion. 

After  all  man  is  religious  in  the  degree  in 
which  ultimate  ideals  are  real  to  him. 


Epilogue 

INDIVIDUALS  come  and  go;  they  die  and 
their  work  —  whether  for  good  or  evil 
—  lives  after  them.  Families  come  and  go; 
they  rise  in  honour  and  prosperity  or  decline 
in  obscurity  or  dishonour.  Village  and  metro- 
pohtan  communities  develop  their  individual 
charadler  in  Hfe,  their  political  and  social 
spirit,  and  rise  or  sink  as  they  may  be  ad- 
ministered with  integrity  or  corruption  or 
often  as  they  are  influenced  by  the  prominence 
of  one  or  more  outstanding  or  hard-working 
individuals.  Counties  and  whole  districts 
modify  their  character  by  the  nature  of  the 
predominant  occupation  of  their  inhabitants, 
and  the  spirit  infused  into  them  by  their  ad- 
ministrators or  leading  individuals.  Nations 
have  constantly  changed  in  their  history, 
swinging  from  liberalism  to  reacflion,  varying 
their  policies  and  traditions,  even  their  relig- 
ion, often  in  short  spans  of  time.  Races  have 
ever  in  the  history  and  pre-history  of  man, 
been  interspersed  confusedly  among  the  vari- 
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ous  nations,  mixed  within  them  out  of  all 
recognition  of  their  original  character.  Re- 
ligions have  been  founded,  have  been  reformed 
or  died  away,  unrecognisable  —  even  the  most 
conservative  and  stereotyped  of  them  —  if 
considered  in  the  original  form  given  to  them 
by  their  founders  or  earliest  adherents. 

Only  ideas  last,  good  or  evil  ones;  and  these 
establish  traditions,  good  or  evil.  But  the 
most  consoling  thought  which  the  history  of 
this  world  gives  is  that  the  true  ideas  sur- 
vive when  the  false  ideas  pass  away.  Of  all 
things  spiritual,  ideals  last  the  longest  because 
they  are  purest  in  spirit  and  truest,  untar- 
nished by  the  accidents  of  material  existence. 
The  truest  are  those  that  are  at  once  most 
good  and  most  beautiful.  But  even  these 
ideals  must  be  revised  in  their  form  and 
vitality,  by  the  intelled  of  man  permeating 
and  directing  his  imagination.  They  must 
thus  change  and  grow  higher  and  lower  as 
is  the  power  of  the  intelled  and  the  purity, 
the  loftiness  of  the  imagination  of  man. 
Within  all  changes,  however,  there  remains 
the  principle  of  the  perfed  form  as  the  last- 
ing attribute  of  all  ideals.     It  is  the  spiritual 
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harmony  which  transfuses  man's  world  into 
the  spirit  of  infinity  —  the  spirit  of  God. 

Thus  what  is  considered  by  superficial  think- 
ers the  least  absolute,  the  most  relative,  chang- 
ing and  personal  of  man's  spiritual  powers, 
his  longing  for  beauty  and  harmony,  is  the 
most  lasting  and  all-embracing  and  absolute 
of  spiritual  elements.  It  underlies  all  religion, 
all  theology,  as  it  is  the  foundation  for  all 
beHef  in  the  Perfedl  and  Supernatural. 

It  means  the  spiritual  rule  of  Harmonism. 


THE   END 
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